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Primakov, Ohina propose 
reshuffling of UNSCOM 

LULEAA l AFP) — Russian Foreign Minister Yev.. e „ v Pri 
makov on Tuesday again proposed reshultlins. the United 
Narions Special Commission (UNSCOM) in rhar-e ul dis 
anning Iraq in a bid to defuse a U.S.-Iraq cunllici on the 

i^r™, n °h! f rem0Vi " S ,he Anm " lf~« 

UNSCOM], but of recrutung other inspectors from other 
counmes. like France. Germany and even Ru.sm. 1 ." Mr Pri- 
mako\- said following a ministerial meeting *.f th c Barents 
Euro-Arctic Council. China’s envoy to Iraq also called Tues- 
day for inspection teams to be diversified. "China’s pt*iii„n 
is constant with regard to the need to diversify the nationali- 
ties within the U.N. Special Commission (UNSCOM)” -mid 
Sun Bi Gan. He said that the make-up of UNSCOM needed 
to be altered to “ensure a balance and ensure a conclusion to 
this organisation’s mission.” 
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UAE sends humanitarian aid to Iraq 

DUBAI (AP) — ■ A ship carrying food, medicine and other 
supplies has left for Iraq as part of a week-long effort to bring 
relief, thc Khaleej Tunes' reported Tuesday. The ship depart- 
ed Monday from Ras AJ Khaimah, one of the seven emirates 
that make up the United Arab Emirates. Two other ships 
were scheduled to leave for Iraq later this week, the English- 
language newspaper said. U.N. sanctions were imposed on 
Iraq after it invaded Kuwait in 1990. The sanctions, which 
bar Iraq from exporting oil, its economic mainstay, have 
caused widespread suffering in the counny. Among the 
1,800 tonnes of supplies was milk powder for babies, the 
newspaper said. The private committee which organised the 
shipment has appealed to charity organisations in the Emi- 
rates to donate supplies. The Emirates has in the past sent 
humanitarian aid to Iraq. Along with Qatar, it is one of the 
few Gulf .slates that have called for reconciliation with Iraq. 
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Saudi Arabia 
offers to help solve 
Algeria bloodshed 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia on Tuesday con- 
demned the latest wave of 
massacres in Algeria and 
said it was willing lo do all 
it could to bring an end to 
the bloodshed. In a state- 
ment issued after its week- 
ly meeting chaired by King 
Fahd, the council of minis- 
ters launched on appeal for 
"common sense to prevail 
to reach an accord which 
will bring calm and stabili- 
ty to Algeria.” "To this end, 
Saudi Arabia is ready to do 
all that is demanded of it to 
stop this haemorrhage.” the 
council said in the state- 
ment carried by the official 
news agency SPA. 

Rallies for 
Algerian peace in 
Europe on Thursday 

PARIS (AFP) — Rallies 
calling for peace in Algeria 
are scheduled to be "held 
across Europe on Thurs- 
day, the press freedom 
organisation Reporters 
Sans Frontiers said Tues- 
day. The body said a rally 
would be held in Paris at 
the Pont Neuf Bridge in the 
early evening of Jan. 22, 
with similar demonstra- 
tions taking place in Rome. 
Milan, London. Brussels, 
Bonn and Barcelona. The 
rallies have the backing of 
groups including Amnesty 
International, the Interna- 
tional Federation for 
Human Rights and Italy's 
Sant’Egidio religious com- 
munity. 

SLA abducts 
Lebanese employed 
by U.N. force 

NAQOURA (AFP) — Two 
Lebanese employed by the 
U.N. peacekeeping force in 
south Lebanon were 
abducted by Israel’s proxy 
South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia, officials said 
Tuesday. The two were kid- 
napped Sunday in the 
Israeli self-declared securi- , 
ty zone in southern ; 
Lebanon and taken to the ; 
SLA -run Kbiam prison 
there, the officials said. The 
abductees were accused of 
“collaborating with par- 
ties” hostile to Israel and 
subjected to interrogation, 
the officials said. Timur 
Goksel. spokesman for the 
U.N. Interim Force In 
Lebanon (UNIF1L). con- 
firmed that a technician 
and an administrative 
employee working on tem- 
porary contracts for the 
peace-keepers were kid- 
napped Mr. Goksel 
refiised to reveal the men's 
identities, but said one of 
them was released Tues- 
day. "We are trying to 
know where the second 
person is. and we have 
informed the UNIFTL 
headquarters in New York,” 
he' added. 

Israelis find 
body of second 
Hizbollah guerrilla 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israeli soldiers found on 
Tuesday the body of a sec- 
ond Islamist guerrilla 
killed in a skirmish Friday 
in Israel’s self-declared 
“security zone” in south 
Lebanon. An army 
spokesman said the body of 
the Hizbollah fighter was 
discovered by an Israeli 
patrol in the eastern sector 
of Lhe occupied buffer 
zone. Hizbollah, a Shiite 
militia, acknowledged over 
the weekend losing one 
man in Friday’s battle with 
a squad of Israeli para- 
troopers. Three Israeli sol- 
diers were lightly wounded 
in the fighting, the army 
said. 


Clinton presses Netanyahu Jordanian universities should make 

T . practical proposals to help develop 

on Israeli troop withdrawal Kingdom s regions — Crown Prince 


Kingdom’s regions 


We did not reach agreement — Israeli premier 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton tried 
Tuesday to persuade Israeli 
Prime .Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to carry' out an 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
the West Ban): seen as vital to 
thc ftnure of the Middle East 
peace process. 

But Mr. Netanyahu lokl 
Israeli media following his 90- 
minute Oval Office meeting 
with Mr. Clinton that no agree- 
ments wen; reached 

“We did not reach an agree- 
ment We examined the para- 
meters which will allow [us] to 
reach final agreements with the 
Palestinians.” Mr. Netanyahu 
said in an interview to Israeli 
television. 

"The meetings were not diffi- 
cult President Clinton tried to 
understand our point of view 
and to explain his." he added 

"We tried to mutually under- 
stand each other to find com- 
mon ground allowing us to 
advance the peace process.” 

U.S. officials declined to give 
details of the discussions and 
emphasised that Mr. Netanyahu 
was to hold a fresh round of 
meetings with Secretary of 
Stale Madeleine Albright and 
national security adviser Sandy 
Berger later in the day. 

"In terms of progress made or 
no progress made, it’s mid- 
stroam.” State Department 
spokesman James Rubin said 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. 
Netanyahu may hold another 
meeting later Tuesday, the 
White House said. 

During the White House talks 
and an earlier breakfast meeting 
with Ms. Albright, Mr. 
Netanyahu was told that thc 
administration hopes to "put all 
the pieces of the Middle East 
peace process back together,” 
Mr. Rubin said. 

"One of the important pieces 
is the further redeployment'* 
along with Palestinian efforts to 
fight terrorism, he added. 

The administration has been 
pressing Mr. Netanyahu to 
carry out a “credible and signif- 
icant" West Bank inx>p with- 
drawal but has not publicly 
quantified the percentage of the 
territory that should be placed 
under the control of the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA). 

The Israeli cabinet has agreed 
to the pullback but hardliners, 
whose position has been 


strengthened in the government 
with the departure of moder- 
ates, are pressing for a modest 
withdrawal. 

“We are speaking of a limited 
pullback. That has been said 
and understood, because our 
principles are clear,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

President Yasser Arafat 
warned on Sunday that without 
a credible Israeli pullback, disil- 
lusioned Palestinians may 
launch another intifada, refer- 
ring to the uprisings of the 
1980s. 

Asked about Mr. Arafat’s 
statements at thc outset of the 
meeting. Mr. Clinton expressed 
disapproval and said it was 
important for all sides to "have 
a positive altitude” and not 
undermine confidence. 

For his part. Mr. Netanyahu 
reaffirmed his usual theme of 
peace with security and said 
Israel wax prepared to cany out 
a troop withdrawal from the 
West Bank. 

"Wc’rc prepared to move for- 
ward but not to jeopardise the 
security of the state of Israel," 
Mr. Netanyahu said. 

In Jerusalem. Israeli Informa- 
tion Minister Umor Livnat said 
Monday that Israel would not 
yield the more than 10 per cent 
of the West Bank. 

The disagreement over the 
military withdrawal has 
plunged relations between die 
United Suites and Israel, its 
closest Middle East ally, into 
disarray. 

While Mr. Netanyahu and 
Mr. Clinton made a brief 
appearance together before the 
cameras at the outset of the 
meeting, no .joint press confer- 
ence was planned for later in 
the day. 

Mr. Netanyahu has not been 
invited to slay at Blair House, 
the official guest house, and 
there were no other events 
planned by the While House to 
welcome the Israeli leader. 

Mr. Clinton said he expected 
to hold “good-faith, detailed, 
frank discussion" with the 
Israeli leader and voiced hope 
that there be progress. 

Bur he asserted that he would 
not pressure Israel. “Israel has 
to make its own decisions about 
security." he suited. Administra- 
tion officials privately have 
played down expectations of a 
breakthrough. citing Mr. 
Netanyahu’s weakened politi- 




U.S. President Bill Clinton meets with Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu at thc White House Tuesday 
(AP photo) 

Palestinians protest Israeli shift 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Palestine's observer to the 
U.N., Nasser A1 Kidwa. on Monday protested an Israeli gov- 
ernment policy shift on the eve of key U.S. -Israeli talks. In a 
letter to U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Mr. Kidwa said 
that a Jan. 14 decision by Israel to retain most of (he West 
Bank "represents a grave breach of the existing agreements 
between the two sides." He added that "this decision if main- 
tained, will definitely bury the Middle East peace process.” 
The Israeli cabinet agreed on Jan. 14 that Israel would not 
cede vast areas of the West Bank deemed of “vital national 
interest” Mr. Kidwa warned that the Palestinians held the 
Israelis "fully responsible for the ensuing repercussions of that 
decision and other such decisions and actions." 


AMMAN (Petra.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hasxan has called on Jordan- 
ian universities to come up 
with practical proposals that 
would contribute to the devel- 
opment of the Kingdom's 
northern, central and southern 
regions. 

Universities ought to work 
out proposals and ideas for 
their respective regions first 
but should do so within the 
framework of thc overall 
national strategy for economic 
and social development, the 
Crown Prince said. 

The Crown Prince was 
addressing presidents of Jor- 
danian universities and faculty 
members, a task force entrust- 
ed with developing Jordan's 
higher education system, and 
members of the consultative 
council at Mu’ta University - , 
follow ing an ifear banquet he 


hosted in their honour on 
Monday. 

He said that Jordan is in 
need of plans for its three 
regions, stressing that coordi- 
nation and integration were 
basic and essential elements in ' 
such plans. He said that the 
trend in advanced societies is 
for universities to assume new 
roles by getting involv ed more 
and more in research activities 
and production. 

Prince Hassan thanked the 
task force for preparing a draft 
plan for developing higher 
education in the coming five 
years, stressing that competi- 
tion in a global economy 
relies on efficiency and high 
quality'. 

Universities are being called 
on. more than ar any other 
time in the past, to resume 
their role in taking the initia- 
tive and re-adjusting their 


methods so as to respond to 
the future needs of global edu- 
cation and distance education 
through the Internet. Prince 
Hassan said. 

He stressed that the future 
universities will have no bor- 
ders but the expanse created 
by the world computer net- 
works, and that students will 
be the world population at 
large and ie.\[tx»ks the laser 
disks. He asked whether Jor- 
danian universities had pre- 
pared themselves for such 
developments. 

“In asking for chance in the 
universities’ mission and role I 
would like to point out that 
this change presented itself as 
che natural result of the 
changes in the universities' 
work at the regional and glob- 
al levels and not because the 

(Continued on page 2) 


Mutawi: Rabia murder case details will be completed soon 

Police find getaway cars used 
by hitmen, lift fingerprints 


cal authority which has forced 
him to align himself more 
closely with hardliners. 

But the administration Is also 
loathe to watch peace accords 
signed on the White House 
lawn in 1993 and seen ax one of 
the premier diplomatic achieve- 
ments of the Clinton presidency 
fall by the wayside. 

Mr. Clinton will meet Thurs- 
day with Mr. Arafat who held 
talks with French President 
Jacques Chirac in Paris on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Chirac and Mr. Arafat on 
Tuesday issued a joint plea for 
peace and support for Resident 
Clinton’s efforts lo revive the 
stalled Middle East peace 
process. 

Mr. Chirac and Mr. Arafat 
emerged from a 60-minute 
meeting at the French presiden- 
tial palace and stood together 
on the Elysee steps to stress the 
need to break the deadlock in 
the peace process. 

"The current situation chal- 
lenges the right of people to live 


in peace, it Lx very dangerous 
for Israel, for the P.ti.-Minjan-. 
for the whole regier:.’ Mr. 
Chirac said. 

The French leader stressed 
that "there can be no security 
without peace" and urged Israel 
’lo respect its wonf ’ on past 
pledges. 

Mr. .Arafat expressed his 
"great confidence” in Mr. Clin- 
ton and voiced hopes that he 
would “put thc peace process 
back on track." 

Thanking Fran*.v fur b:'*k ;, ig 
efforts to revive the stalled 
process. Mr. Arafat added: "We 
need this support we need the 
backing of France and of the 
European Union." 

Following his meeting with 
Mr. Clinton. Mr. Netanyahu 
had lunch with Vice President 
Al Gore, whose presidential 
aspirations are seen as a factor 
in determining the strength of 
the administration’s pressure 
tactics. 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police have 
found two getaway cars that 
were used by the assailants 
who killed six Iraqis, 
including the Iraqi deputy- 
chief of mission. Hikmat 
Hajo, in Amman on Satur- 
day night, the government 
announced Tuesday. 

Minister of State for 
Information Affairs Samir 
Mutawi told reporters fol- 
lowing a regular Cabinet 
session that one of the two 
cars belonged to Hajo. 

Dr. Mutawi said that the 
fust car was found in the 
Umm Utheina neighbour- 
hood while the other vehi- 
cle was located in Jabal A I 
H:iasein. 

“Security forces are con- 
fident that the details of the 
crime will be completed 
within a very short period 
of lime ” the minister said. 

Security officials, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said thar finger- 
prints were taken from the 
two cars to compare them 
with other fingerprints 
found at the murder scene. 

Six Iraqis, including busi- 
nessmen Sami George and 


Namir Ochi, and two Egyp- 
tians were stabbed to death 
in a villa in the Al Rabia 
neighbourhood of Amman 
on Saturday by four to five 
assassins, the only survivor, 
a Greek woman named 
Anastasia Lidaki. told the 
police. 

Informed security sources 
said that Ms. Lidaki has 
also testified that one of the 
five assailants was called 
Hussein. 

Two senior Iraqi officials 
arrived in Amman on Mon- 
day to follow up on investi- 
gations in the attack, the 
second against Iraqi diplo- 
mats in less than three 
weeks. 

Sa’ad Al Faisal, under- 
secretary of Iraq’s foreign 
ministry and General Tahir 
Haboush, the director of 
Iraqi police, were briefed 
by Jordanian officials on 
the outcome of the investi- 
gations, Dr. Mutaw i said. ' 

“Prime Minister [Abdul 
Salam Majaii] has 
promised Iraqi officials that 
Jordan will pass all the 
investigation's results to 
them,” the minister said. 

Dr. Majaii’ made the 
promise during a condo- 
lence visit to the Iraqi 


Positive start to delicate EU- Algeria talks 


ambassador on Monday 
night. 

The minister said that Jor- 
dan will not allow Iraqi 
security officials to take 
part in the investigations. 

"The crime was commit- 
ted on Jordanian soil and 
the investigations will be 
carried out by Jordanian 
security officials.” he 
added. 

Meanwhile, Minister of 
Interior Nathir Rashid told 
the Jordan Times that there 
were no suspects so far. but 
said that he expected the 
investigations will be com- 
pleted within the coming 
few days. 

“I cannot comment on 
any rumour before the 
investigations are over but 
the only fact I can confirm 
is that the crime has no 
political motives,” Mr. 
Rashid said. 

Mr. Rashid said that Ms. 
Lidaki told investigators 
that the slaying of eight was 
carried out by four to five 
men with Iraqi accent. 

The minister said that Ms. 
Lidaki's testimony "will 
help in unveiling the 

(Continued on page 2) 


envoy 


ALGIERS (R) — .Algeria and 
the European Lhiion (EU) 
starred a delicate dialogue on 
Tuesday with "extremely use- 
ful" talks covering the whole 
range of issues raised by the 
North .African country's 
bloody internal conflict. 

British Foreign Office Sec- 
retary of State Derek Fatchett 
said the two-hour meeting 
with .Algerian Foreign Minis- 
ter .Ahmed Anaf — an hour 
longer than scheduled — was 
long and fruitful- 

“We’ve discussed a whole 
range of issues, security, 
human rights, cooperation 
between Algeria and the Euro- 
pean Union Commission. 
We’ve discussed humanitarian 
issues. We tbuncj the meeting 
extremely useful,” he told 
reporters. , . 

Austria’s Foreign Ministry 
State Secretary Benita Fer- 
rero-Waldner, asked il the 
meeting had been tough, said: 
‘"Let’s say it was a good dia- 
logue and that’s very impor- 
tant'' 

Luxembourg's Georges 
Wohlfart said: "The atmos- 
phere was very calm.” 

The EU “troika" of junior 
ministers, representing the 
current, next and lay holders 
of the 1 5-member union’s 


rotating presidency, came to 
Algiers prepared tor straight 
talking from a government 
angered by suspicions that its 
own army is involved in the 
wave of vicious massacres that 
has engulfed the republic. 

They were due to have talks 
with Algerian Prime Minister 
.Ahmed Guyahia and meet 
members of the official oppo- 
sition. representatives of 
Algerian human rights groups 
and editors of national news- 
papers. 

But this first, tentative EU 
mission wax scheduled to 
leave Algeria by sunset on 
Tuesday, without visiting the 
scene of any recent massacre 
or talking to survivors. 

Up to LI 00 civilians, 
including young children, 
have been killed in attacks in 
the past ihree weeks — most 
by having their throats cut or 
being burnt alive. 

The Algerian authorities and 
media blame Islamist rebels, 
particularly the .Armed Islamic 
Group (GLA), for the carnage. 
The latest mass killing took 
place last week only about 30 
km south of Algiers in the vil- 
lage of Sidi Hamed, where the 
government said 103 people 
were massacred 

Lower-level violence con- 


tinues on a daily basis. Alger- 
ian residents said that on Mon- 
day. the day the troika arrived, 
up to 16 people had their 
throats slit in Bouira province, 
some 90 km east of Algiers. 

Algerian newspapers gave 
similar details on Tuesday, as 
well as reporting another 20 
deaths. These included five 
schoolchildren who had their 
throats cut in Tiarct province 
on Sunday and six members 
of one family in Al Hammam 
village in the southern area of 
Hassi Bahbah the same day. 

Le Matin newspaper said 
government forces had foiled 
a GIA plan to create a bloody 
background for the EU visit 
with a spate of bombings and 
increased killings in the capital 
Algiers*. 

One car bomb that was 
defused comprised 200 ks of 
explosive. 

Mr. Fatchett, heading the 
visiting troika, told reporters 
on arrival that the EU had 
come in a spirit of partnership 
with the Algerian people and 
had "no particular prescription 
or pre judices” for Algeria. 

’Throughout Europe there 
has teen a deep concern about 
the suffering of the people of 
Algeria and our intention over 
the next 24 hours is lo proceed 


[with] a dialogue in order to 
see whether the EU could play 
a constructive role in alleviat- 
ing the suffering of Algerians" 
he said. 

Before the visit, Algeria laid 
out a tough message for the 
Europeans whom it believes 
are soft on Islamists based in 
their countries. 

One pro-government news- 
paper called London a "sanc- 
tuaiy for the GIA" and Bel- 
gium a “haven of peace for ter- 
rorist networks.” It said the 
massacres were planned "on 
the banks of the Thames" and 
urged Britain to crack down 
on Islamists based in the U.K. 

Algeria flatly rejects sugges- 
tions by the United States, 
echoed by the outlawed Islam- 
ic Salvation Front (FIS), llial 
the country open its doors to 
an international inquiry, or to 
United Nations mediation or a 
U.N. human rights rapporteur. 

The Islamist FIS was poised 
to take power in Algerian elec- 
tions in early 1992 until the 
army stepped in, scrapping the 
elections to preserve a secular 
but Muslim state. Algeria 
today insists it has all the nec- 
essary democratic institutions 
to cope with the scouige. 



A woman passes the wreckage of a bus in which a bomb exploded in the Ben Aknoun 
suburb of Algiers Tuesday, killing one person and wounding 23 (Reuters photo) 

1 dead, 23 hurt in Algiers bomb blast — officials 


ALGIERS (AFP) — One person was killed 
and 23 were injured when a bomb explod- 
ed on a bus in the Algiers district of Ben 
Aknoun Tuesday, according to the first offi- 
cial casualty toll. The bus was rom open 
and passengers’ belongings scattered 
among pools of blood ai the scene, witness- 
es said. The casualty toll was provided by 


Algerian security services. Some witnesses 
reported that several of the injured had been 
seriously hurt The attack took place while 
a high-level European Union (EU) delega- 
tion was visiting Algiers for talks with gov- 
ernment officials and other influenDaTfio- 
ures on a wave of violence officially 
blamed on Islamists. 
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Israeli peace group urges Netanyahu to abide 
by redeployment commitments to Palestinians 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Israeli 
chapter of the International 
Alliance for Arab- Israeli Peace 
has uiged Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
‘‘advance rapidly and effective- 
ly in implementing his solemn 
commitment to a second and 
third redeployment of Israeli 
troops in die Vtest Bank." 

In a letter they published on 
the eve of Mr. Netanyahu's talks 
with U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton. the Israeli signatories to the 
Copenhagen Declaration of 
1997 said a significant pull- 
back was an essential pre-requi- 
site tor establishing Palestinian 
control over a relatively laige 
and contiguous sector of the 
West Bank in preparation for 
exercising the right to self- 
determination and statehood. 

‘The continuing delay and 
procrastination in carrying out 
Israels commitment to rede- 


ploy — hand in hand with the 
continuing humiliation and 
treatment of Palestinians and 
their leaders as second class 
people — are, in our considered 
view, not only a violation of 
internationally binding commit- 
ments but a serious mistake of 
potentially devastating dimen- 
sions." said the letter, a copy of 
which was received by the Jor- 
dan Times. 

“It endangers not only the 
barely begun historical compro- 
mise between Jews and the 
Palestinian national movements 
but Israel’s shaky peace with 
Egypt and Jordan as well." 

Following is the full text of 
the letter 

“In January of last year, for 
the first time in the bitter history 
of the Arab- Israeli conflict, 
some fifty prominent Egyp- 
tians. Israelis. Jordanians and 
Palestinians — politically inde- 


pendent intellectuals, profes- 
sionals and other opinion lead- 
ers — met in Copenhagen and 
unanimously decided to rage 
our several governments to 
redouble their efforts to achieve 
full and lasting peace. 

“As a practical result of this 
meeting, a joint International 
Alliance for Arab- Israeli Peace 
was founded. Because of its 
unique character, the alliance 
drew public attention every- 
where in the region and else- 
where. We have since held 
meetings with government offi- 
cials. opinion leaders and politi- 
cians in Jerusalem. Ramallah. 
Amman and Cairo. 

“On behalf of this unprece- 
dented Arab- Israeli initiative 
and on the eve of your pivotal 
meeting with the president of 
the United States, we now 
appeal to you, Mr. Prime Minis- 
ter, and urge you to advance 


rapidly and effectively in imple- 
menting your solemn commit- 
ments, under a trilateral accord, 
to a second and third redeploy- 
ment of Israeli troops in the 
West Bank. 

“A significant pull-back was 
generally believed — and we 
believe rightly — to be an 
essential prerequisite that will 
enable the Palestinian Authority' 
to establish its control over a rel- 
atively large and contiguous 
sector of the West Bank in 
preparation for the free exercise 
at a later date of its right to self- 
determination and the 
inevitable establishment of a 
Palestinian state. 

“The continuing delay and 
procrastination in carrying out 
Israel's commitment to rede- 
ploy — hand in hand with the 
continuing humiliation and 
treatment of Palestinians and 
their leaders as second class 


people — are, in our coaside red 
view, not only a violation of 
internationally binding commit- 
ments but a serious mistake of 
potentially devastating dimen- 
sions. It endangers not only die 
barely begun historical compro- 
mise between Jews and the 
Palestinian national movements 
but Israel's shaky peace with 
Egypt and Jordan as well. 

“Mr. Prime Minister, we fear 
that in the past year the gulf 
between Israelis and Palestini- 
ans, instead of narrowing, has 
dangerously widened. It might 
be bridged, we feel sure, by 
more empathy and respect for 
the human dignity of the Pales- 
tinians. We call on you ro be nor 
only just but also wise, and seek 
justice not only from your per- 
spective but also from that of 
the present adversaries who 
should become our allies 
tomorrow” 


Egyptian police interrogate writer over ‘blasphemous’ books 


CAIRO (APi — Egyptian 
prosecutors have interrogated 
a lawyer-writer whose books 
were deemed blasphemous, a 
human rights organisation said 
Tuesday. 

The move follows a spate of 
interrogations and private law- 
suits against Egyptian individ- 
uals accused of insulting 
Islam. 

The all-day interrogation of 
Khalil Abdul Karim took place 
Sunday, about a wwk after the 
country's leading Muslim 
authority, A1 Azhar. reported to 
the government on 50 books 


that it regarded as insulting to 
Islam, an Egyptian Human 
Rights Organisation official 
said. 

The list included two books 
by Mr. Abdul Karim, which he 
wrote as studies of male- 
female relationships in early 
Islamic times and the social 
customs of the followers of the 
Prophet Mohammed 

Mr. Abdul Karim told the 
Associated Press that AJ Azhar 
had decided tire books were 
“deprecating and holding in 
contempt Semitic religions 
and attacking Islam and the 


followers of the Prophet." 

Mr. Abdul Karim said that 
state security prosecutors sum- 
moned him for questioning 
Sunday morning as if he were 
“a drug dealer." 

“The investigators very 
politely told me that my books 
were viewed as being blasphe- 
mous." he said 
“They [AJ Azhar scholars] 
want to control our thoughts 
without any regard to justice," 
Mr. Abdul Karim charged 
adding that “this is not die way 
a democracy works." 

Mr. Abdul Karim described 


his books as “histcxical stud- 
ies." 

Officials at AJ Azhar. the 
highest seat of Sunni Islamic 
studies in the world were not 
immediately available for 
comment The Cairo Institute 
is known to have recommend- 
ed bans on books. 

Last year, acting on an AI 
Azhar recommendation, pros- 
ecutors interrogated the news- 
paper commentator. Saved AJ 
Qernni. about his book “God 
of this time" — a collection of 
articles and research papers on 
topics ranging from Islamic 


history to the influence of 
Islamists over society. 

The move against Mr. Abdul 
Karim follows private lawsuits 
filed by Islamists against sev- 
eral Egyptian writers and an 
actress, who were accused of 
insulting Islam. In one case, a 
court declared a university pro- 
fessor to be an apostate and 
divorced him from his wife, 
ruling dial his books violated 
Islamic principles. 

Authorities have ordered Mr. 
Abdul Karim's publisher not 
to distribute his books until the 
investigation is completed 


Police find getaway cars 


Palestinian human rights group 
denies persecution of Christians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Christians living 
under Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) rule do not 
face systematic persecution, a 
Palestinian human rights 
group said Tuesday, dismiss- 
ing claims by the Israeli gov- 
ernment and some evangelical 
Christians. 

The Palestinian Human 
Rights Monitoring Group 
(PHRMG). which is often 
sharply critical of PNA's 
human rights record said 
reports alleging persecution 
were a ’“deliberate manipula- 
tion" aimed at defaming the 
PNA. 

The group convened a news 
conference Tuesday to release 
its new report. ‘“For the record 
The ‘persecution' of Chris- 
tians under the Palestinian 
Authority." 

“We believe that the Chris- 
tians of Palestine are not being 
persecuted at all." said Charles 
Lenchner. a member of the 
group. 

The report said the allega- 
tions of persecution were 
being made by the 
International Christian 


Embassy, a staunchly pro- 
Israeli group based in 
Jerusalem, and by the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. The 
Christian Embassy alleged 
Palestinian converts to Chris- 
tianity are being systematical- 
ly harassed by the PNA. It 
cited cases involving several 
recent converts to Christianity, 
including Mohammed Baker, 
an engineer from the Nablus 
area, who was arrested by 
Palestinian police last sum- 
mer. 

The Christian Embassy has 
said Mr. Baker was targeted 
because of his faith. However, 
the Palestinian human righLs 
group said Tuesday that Mr. 
Baker was arrested during a 
sweep ofland dealers suspect- 
ed of having sold land to Jews. 

“The charges against him 
may be false, but this does not 
mean that the real reason for 
his arrest was his Christiani- 
ty," the repon said 

Representatives of the U.S. 
consulate in Jerusalem visited 
Mr. Baker in a Nablus prison. 
A consulate official, who 
spoke on condition of 


anonymity, said Mr. Baker 
acknowledged having served 
as a witness during a sale of 
West Bank land to Jews. 

However, the Christian 
Embassy said Tuesday it stood 
by its allegations. David Par- 
sons. a spokesman for the 
group, said the Palestinian 
human rights activists were 
losing their credibility. 

In its report, the human 
rights group took a look at five 
cases it said hud repeatedly 
come up in media reports, and 
concluded that in two of the 
cases, there was evidence of 
harassment. 

In one of the cases, a 25- 
yeur-oid Palestinian convert 
was arrested repeatedly on 
suspicion of collaboration 
with Israel and in a second, a 
3 1 -year-old was ostracised in 
his overwhelmingly Muslim 
village.. 

“The human rights viola- 
tions are occurring at a local 
level, and not as a result of 
Palestinian Authority policies 
against Christians.” the report 
said, adding that it has found 
no other evidence of harass- 
men L 


(Continued from page 1) 

identity" of the killers. 

A neighbour of George told 
the Jordan Times that Ms. Lida- 
ki was working as a cook for the 
deceased. 

Security officials said they 
interrogated several Iraqis in the 
past few days but no one was 
detained. 

Director of Forensic Medicine 
at the Police Department 
Moumin AI Hadid said that his 
department carried out autop- 
sies on the eight victims and a 
report was sent to the head of 
the team that investigates the 
crime. Brigadier Hisbani Nsour. 

However. Dr. Hadid said that 
he believed “the stabbing was 
carried out by professional mur- 
derers." 

He said the victims w ere bru- 
tally stabbed and that each vic- 
tim received more than ten slabs 
in different parts of their bodies. 

Nuzmi Ochi. a brother of 
Numir Ochi who was lulled in 
the attack, denied news reports 
that he and his brother were 
doing business with the Iraqi 
government. 

“We have nothing to do with 
the Iraqi government We 
stopped doing business with 
Baghdad since 19S9," said Mr. 
Ochi. 

He said he met George only 


one time in Amman, through 
mutual friends. 

“I do not know who is behind 
the murder and 1 have told the 
investigators all what I know," 
Mr. Ochi told the Jordan Tunes. 

He said that during the seven- 
year-old U.N. sanctions, he sent 
a number of consignments of 
humanitarian aid, consisting of 
milk and medicine, to Iraq and 
that be received nothing in 
return from the Iraqi govern- 
ment 

‘it was merely a humanitarian 
help to our people." 

Mr. Ochi, who is a British cit- 
izen. runs worldwide invest- 
ments. worth $1.2 billion, in the 
medicine and food industries, a 
sugar factory, a fleet of twelve 
planes and several financial 
institutions. 

Mr. Ochi said his brother, who 
was married to a Lebanese 
woman, lived and worked in 
Lebanon for the past several 
years. 

He said that another brother. 
Nasser, was executed by the 
Iraqi government in 1986 after 
he was convicted of attempting 
to bribe officials. 

He said that his slain brother, 
Namir. was staying at the house 
of George, “with whom he used 
to stay when he visits Jordan." 



DEMONSTRATION IN BAGHDAD: Iraqi demonstrators waving pictures of Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein shouts anti-US. slogans in Baghdad Ibesday. Thousands of men 
and women pledged to volunteer to defend Iraq in case of LIS. milita r y attack, during a 
demonstration that blasted UN. arms inspectors as “agents of America’ l AFP photo) . 


Jordanian universities should make practical proposals 
to help develop Kingdom’s regions — Crown Prince 


(Continued from page 1) 

regional and global levels and 
not because the traditional 
universities' missions have 
failed to achieve their objec- 
tives ." Prince Hasson added. 

Prince Hassan lauded Mu’ta 
University’s role in serving the 
local community in the south 
and for establishing a centre 
for studies of the southern 
regions. 

He pointed to the need for 
comprehensive studies on the 
local community level and for 
strategic planning to deal with 
problems before they crop up 
emphasising the need for 
change and for adopting total 
qualitative management 
(TQM). 

The Crown Prince reviewed 
the number of students 
enrolled in the universities in 
the past two years, noting that 
those enrolled in humanities 
totalled 19349 and those in 
trade and business administra- 
tion 17.089. He said those 
enrolled in engineering were 
relatively few-, numbering 982. 
However, the number of those 
enrolling in areas considered 
very important for Jordan is 
not encouraging, lie said, cit- 
ing agriculture .students, who 
were 3343. 

Prince Hassan called on the 
universities to study and grasp 
the role of informatics and 
information teclmology in 
education and to adopt con- 
vincing methods based on 
information and data and free 
of the sense of the ego and 
selfishness. 

‘[Our sole option lies in 
building a national economy 
capable of competing in world 
markets and adjusting to local 


and international develop- 
ments." Prince Hassan 
stressed He said among the 
primary requirements in this 
respect “is to base our eco- 
nomic policies on continuous 
interaction and dialogue and to 
build from the base gradually 
rising to the top.” 

He emphasised the impor- 
tance of planning and drawing 
up a national strategy enabling 
Jordan to absorb economic 
and social changes resulting 
from the information revolu- 
tion. 

Prince Hassan said the task 
force should embark on 
preparing plans taking into 
consideration three dimen- 
sions — natural resources, 
economic resources and 
human resources — so that a 
comprehensive plan be com- 
plete in order to help improve 
the quality of the people’s life. 

Prince Hassan said invest- 
ment in education and voca- 
tional training builds manpow- 
er capital. “Perhaps one of the 
major challenges that will face 
us in the future lies in bow to 
benefit from tills investment 
and how to increase produc- 
tion and attain efficiency in 
management.” he said 

Prince Hasson stressed that 
ideal investment lies in con- 
centrating on the quality of the 
graduates and in adjusting uni- 
versity programmes to the 
requirements of the labour 
market. 

He recalled the many visits 
he made to Jordanian students 
in different universities around 
the world and their desire to be 
affiliated with Jordanian 
universities in order to leam 
about their country's require- 
ments «*) that they can adjust 


their training towards serving 
the Kingdom. 

Prince Hassan urged the 
universities to achieve qualita- 
tive leaps forward by trans- 
forming themselves from pure 
empirical teaching institutions 
into scientific projects. 

He also urged the 
universities to recruit and train 
cadres that can achieve this 
transformation and deal with 
modem technology. 

He asked them to adept 
methods of training Jordanians 
in dealing with information 
technology, stressing that this 
can only be achieved by “free- 
ingourselves from the concept 
of tfie universities' traditional 
message." „ 

“Sustainable education 
strategies, life-long learning, 
seif-education and distance 
education can help us promote 
information technology and 
train individuals in their use," 
he said. 

He called on the task force to 
hold periodical meetings at 
state-run universities to dis- 
cuss and follow up on the 
important subjects that woe 
discussed at the Mu'ta Univer- 
sity meeting. 

The Crown Prince under- 
lined the importance of 
research methodology and 
preparing university students 
and teachers for work by 
learning about value systems 
on which these priorities are 
based 

He said that people shoul- 
dering responsibility should be 
armed with ethics and should 
have positive altitudes towards 
objective work methodolo- 
gies. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor on 
Tuesday hosted an iftar at 
the Regency Hotel for near- 
ly 600 children from the 
Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment’s orphanages located 
throughout the Kingdum 
and from the SOS Chil- 
dren's Villages in Amman 
and Aqaba, according io a 
press release. 

Queen Noor. who initiat- 
ed iftars with the country's 
orphans in 1996. charted 
with the children and 
expressed her gratitude for 
the Regency Hotel's gener- 
ous sponsoring of the iftar. 
the statement said. 

Minister of Social Envel- 
opment Mohammad Kheir 
Mamser, Senator Leila 
Sharaf, the ministry’s Sec- 
retary General Farouk 
Naghaweih. members of 
the Children's Affairs Divi- 
sion at the ministry, and the 
SOS board members 
attended the iftar with the 
Queen. 




Her Majesty Queen Noor on Tuesday meets with several children at the iftar she host- 
ed for the orphans from the Ministry of Social Development’s homes. Nearly fiftO chil- 
dren attended the iftar t Petra photo) 


Princess Basma inspects conditions of villages in 
Shobak as part of Ramadan Charity Campaign 


SHOBAK (Petra) — In the 
course of die charity cam- 
paign conducted by the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF) during 
the month of Ramadan. 
HRH Princess Basma visit- 
ed villages in the Shobak 
district in southern Jordan 
to inspect conditions of 
local residents as the cam- 
paign to raise funds for the 
needy continued. 

The Princess first called 
at the Zubeirieh cluster of 
villages, where she wit- 
nessed the commencement 
of work by a mobile clinic 
and the start of a collective 
agricultural production pro- 
ject. 

She heard a briefing by a 
team of health workers on 
the services and the areas 
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King hosts iflar 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday hosted an iflar at AJ 
Hussein Sports City for dig- 
nitaries from the Amman 
and Balqa govemorates and 
performed A1 Maghreb 
prayer with the invitees. The 
banquet was attended by His 
Royal Highness ftince 
Faisal. Prime Minister 
Abdul SaJam Mujuii. Royal 
Court Chief Awn Kha- 
sawneh. Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, the 
Kings Health Secretary 
Prince Firas. and the King's 
advisor on tribal affairs. 

Princess Zein receives 
Swiss delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Princess Zein Bint A1 Hus- 
sein and Majdi Saleh on 
Tuesday received a Swiss i 
delegation currently on a 
visit to Jordan upon the invi- 
tation of HRH Princess 
Hay a Bint A1 Hussein to 
promote tourism to Jordan. 
Princess Zein briefed the 
delegation members on the 
Arabian horses in the Ja’afar 
stables and die lend of train- 
ing they receive in order to 
qualify* for participation in 
international equestrian 
competitions. Jordan is 
scheduled to attend a com- 
petition in Zurich in March 
as an observer. 


WHAT'S GOING 

ON 

FILM 

* Children's film "Black 
Beauty" at the British Council. 
Jabal Amman at 5.00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

* From Arabia (o Andalu- 
sia" in concert, prvsemed by 
Freddy For Music, at the 
Royal Cultural Centre on 
Thursday. Jan. 22. at 8:00 p.m. 
I for info call 692696). 

LECTURE 

* "La Mile dans la Liuera- 
lure" by Jean - Mure Man- 
giante at the French Cultural 
Centro. Jabal Wcibdeh at 7:00 
p.m. 


the clinic cu\crs. as well as 
plans for the coining 
months. 

The clinic is part uf 
Q*AF\s activities, which 
include the creation ol six 
clinics in the govemorates 
of Irbid. Mafruq. Sahab. 
Mu' an. Aqaba, and Gltor 
Safi. 

The QAF said the mobile 
clinic in the southern vil- 
lages will provide integrat- 
ed services, ranging from 
vaccinations to dental treat- 
ment. free of charge. 

The clinic will he moving 
on a rotating basis to the 
villages of Rum. Disi. 
Ra.shadieh. Queiru. 

Hamimeh. and Hanout for 
two days for each. 

While at Zubeirieh vil- 
lage. Princess Basma plant- 


ed an apple tree sapling on 
a 10-dunum plot of land, 
marking the beginning of a 
project fur planting apple 
and other fruit trees that 
will subsequently provide 
lor 10 iucal families work- 
ing under QAF supervisiun. 

The Princess met the 
committee responsible for 
the local social develop- 
ment centre u» hear details 
about the centre’s activities. 
While there, she announced 
her donation to finance the 
creation of a dairy produc- 
tion factory to function 
under the committee’s 
supervision. 

Princess Basma attended 
a ceremony to honour SO 
local citizens, mainly mem- 
bers of youth clubs, who 
have been active in the 


Ramadan Charity Cam- 
paign and who have partici- 
pated in the distribution of 
aid to needy families. 

QAF volunteers have pre- 
sented gifts of food and 
other assistance to I W'l 
local families and equip- 
ment to 49 local families to 
start businesses. 

Accompanying Princess 
Basma on the tour were 
QAF Higher Committee 
Chairperson Mamduuh 
Abbadi and several com- 
mittee members. 

The campaign, which 
ends at the end of the month 
of Ramadan, aims at help- 
ing the needy, the disabled, 
students of poor families, 
and able-bodied unem- 
ployed heads of families. 



PRINCESS SARVATH RECEIVES CHEQUE: Her Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vath. president of the Young Women’s Muslim Association (YWMA), Monday 
receives a cheque from Yves Gazzu, the head of the delegation of the European 
Commission in Amman. The cheque represents the proceeds collected from Octo- 
ber’s Ninth European Film Festival, which was organised by the delegation of the 
European Commission in cooperation with the European Union embassies in 
Amman for the benefit of the Special Education Centre of the YWMA. AJso attend- 
ing the cheque presentation was Dutch Ambassador to Jordan Bernard Tangeider 


Airline awaits permission from 
U.N. to fly Iraqi pilgrims to Mecca 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordanian government is 
awaiting a reply from the 
U.N. Sanctions Commit- 
tee to its request to trans- 
port Iraqi pilgrims from 
Baghdad to Saudi Arabia 
to perform this year’s pil- 
grimage to Mecca. 

An official from Royal 
Jordanian (RJ). the 
national air carrier, told 
the Jordan Times that RJ 
planes are ready to 
arrange chartered flights 
from Amman to Baghdad 
and Saudi Arabia, but per- 
mission from the U.N. 
committee is needed 
before the flights can go 
ahead. 

RJ expects to receive a 
reply within a week at 
most, he said, adding that 
Jordan has applied for 


permission to transport 
the pilgrims for the past 
seven years, since Iraq 
cannot make use of its 
national airline due to the 
sanctions, but has not 
received a favourable 
response yet. 

According to the offi- 
cial. RJ is also awaiting 
the arrival of a delegation 
representing the Iranian 
airlines to conduct studies 
with RJ officials and the 
Civil Aviation Authority 
on resuming flights 
between Amman and 
Tehran. 

The flights between the 
two sides were disrupted 
during the eight-year 
Iran- Iraq Gulf war. 

Meanwhile. Royal 
Wings, a subsidiary of RJ. 
has received a new Bom- 


bardier Dash 50-seat 

plane from Canada to 
boost it» operations, and 
increase its flights, main- 
ly to Near East destina- 
tions. 

The plane. which 

arrived at Marka airport 
Monday, was received by 
HRH Prince Faisal Ben A1 
Hussein and Royal Wings 
Director General Ahed 
Quntar. 

The plane, the second of 
its kind in the Royal 
Wings air fleet, will be 
used to enable the airline 
to make three daily flights 
between Amman and 
Aqaba instead of the cur- 
rent two. and eight week- 
ly fights between Amman 
and Tei Aviv, up from the 
three at present. 

According to Mr. Qun- 


tur. Royal Wings is plan- 
ning chartered flights 
between Aqaba and 
Sharm A1 Sheikh and 
Luxor in Egypt next 
month and regular direct 
flights between Amman 
and Lamaca in Cyprus. 

Royal Wings last year 
made net profits totalling 
S95.000 with only one 
operating plane. Mr. Qun- 
car said. He added that the 
airline is in need of a third 
plane in order to organise 
direct and regular flights 
between Amman and 
Gaza and Cairo. 

Royal Wings, which was 
established in March 
1996. is designed to earn 1 
out medium-range flights 
within the Near East, 
leaving the long-distance 
flights to RJ. 


Court sentences man to six-month 
imprisonment term for killing sister 


By Runa Husseini 

Jordan Timex Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Cotin has sentenced a 22- 
year-old man to a six- 
month imprisonment term 
after he was found guilty 
uf murdering his younger 
married sister in March 
1997. 

Mohammad Abed, who 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charges of shooting his 19- 
year-old sister Hanan, ben- 
efited from a reduction in 
penally because he corn- 
mined the crime in a "fit 
of fury” to "cleanse his 


family's honour." the court 
ruled. 

Mr. Abed first received a 
one-vear prison term, 
which was immediately 
commuted by the court 
because the family of the 
victim dropped charges 
against their son. 

According to court docu- 
ments. the victim, who 
was married for four years, 
often quarrelled with her 
husband and had relumed 
to her family’s house one 
month before the incident 
occurred. 

On March 30. Mr. Abed 
learned from his other sis- 


ter Fatmeh that Hanan was 
going out to eat with 
another man. and was 
receiving gifts and money 
from him. He then plotted 
to kill her. 

The following evening, 
the defendant met with his 
sister in her family "s house 
in Jabal Nasser and con- 
fronted her with the infor- 
mation that his other sister 
provided, but she denied 
having relations with any 
man. the court said. 

“Hanan told her brother 
that it is not his business 
and that she was married.” 
conn papers said. 


“The defendant got 
enraged with this state- 
ment. drew a knife he was 
carrying and stabbed his 
sister, a mother of two. 
five times in the back and 
neck." the coun said. 

Hanan died on the way to 
hospital, the court added. 

In its ruling, the coun 
said it decided to amend 
the premeditated charges 
originally pressed against 
the defendant by the crim- 
inal prosecution, because 
"the defendant killed his 
sister spontaneously, and 
did not plan the murder." 


Council of Ministers reviews deputies’ 
demands from draft budget debate 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Council of Ministers on 
Tuesday discussed 

demands and requests made 
by Parliament members 
during their debate on the 
1998 state budget, which 
ended Monday evening. 

Speaking alter the Cabi- 
net session. Minister of 
State for Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawi said 
the government is preparing 
a list of these demands to be 


referred to the concerned 
ministries and departments 
for possible implementa- 
tion. 

The deputies concluded a 
five-day debate on the 
JD1.95 billion draft budget 
by approving it by a vote of 
59 to 15. 

The demands made by the 
deputies included improv- 
ing services and dealing 
with corruption and the 
problems of unemployment 


and poverty. 

Dr. Mutawi said the Cabi- 
net approved of the creation 
of a Jordanian-Algerian 
joint committee with a five- 
year mandate to lay down 
the legal framework for 
developing and expanding 
bilateral cooperation in 
economic, trade, cultural, 
technical and scientific 
fields. 

The annual meetings of 
the committee, which .will 


be co-chaired by a minister 
from each side, will alter- 
nate between Amman and 
Algiers, the minister stated. 

He added that the Cabinet 
also endorsed an agreement 
between the Ministry of 
Transport and Telecommu- 
nications and a number of 
local, Arab, and foreign 
companies to conduct fast 
mail services between Jor- 
dan and the rest of the 
world. 


Japan, UJ sign agreement for 
provision of medical equipment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Uni- 
versity of Jordan on Tuesday 
signed an agreement with the 
Japanese government, under 
which Japan will donate 
medical equipment to the 
university’s various sections 
and units. 


The donated equipment 
will cover the X-ray, open- 
heart surgery, bums, and chil- 
dren's intensive care units, as 
well as the operations theatre. 

Japan will also donate 
equipment to the gynaecolo- 
gy, physiotherapy. 


orthopaedic, and urinary tract 
surgery units. 

Signing the agreement 
were Mr. Miakwa from the 
Japanese. Foreign Ministry, 
University of Jordan Hospital 
Director General Mahmoud 
Abu Khalaf, and Nae’l Haj- 


jaj. assistant director of the 
bilateral cooperation depart- 
ment at the Ministry of Plan- 
ning. 

Attending the signing cere- 
mony were several Japanese 
officials and senior Universi- 
ty of Jordan officials. 


Issue of violence in schools leads to examination of societal causes 


By Munther Murjan 

Special to the Jordan Timex 

AMMAN — A recent attack on a teacher 
by a group of students in the Jordan Val- 
ley has stirred a national debate on grow- 
ing violence across the Kingdom's private 
and public schools. 

A mob of youngsters beat up a teacher 
at a state-run school in South Shuruieh in 
November to take revenge on him lor rep- 
rimanding their colleague, forcing the 
Miniirrv of Education to close the insti- 
tute for several days until tempers cooled. 

Weeks later, several nationwide semi- 
nars were held to try and shed more light 
on violence in society in general and at 
schools in particular. 

"Violence in Jordanian schools has 
increased over the years, especially in the 
past ten vears." Mahmoud Massad. direc- 
tor general iff education at the Ministry ol 
Education, told the Jordan Times in a 
recent interview. 

Anions the chief causes linked to soar- 
ing violence were "greater |socio-eco- 
nomie] openness, a third wave of immi- 
gration | Jordanians forced to leave 
Kuwait because of the 1990 Gulf crisis), 
and the introduction of a new education 
development programme.” he added. 

Sociologist-** belie\e increasing poverty 
and unemployment, daily scenes of vio- 
lence broadcast on television, and family 


problems caused by a change in traditions 
and customs have contributed to more 
violence. 

Lock of cooperation between parents 
and schools, broken families, the "wrong 
upbringing." negative stereotyping by 
fathersT and the students’ feeling of depri- 
vation and frustration help feed school 
violence. 

"Frankly, 1 have seen some of the teach- 
ers deal with students, and some of them 
should not be let anywhere near the chil- 
dren," sociologist Musa Shleiwi told the 
Jordan Times. 

"Lack of proper counselling in today's 
schools can also be one of the reasons for 
violence, | since) children have problems 
with their identities, sexuality, etc.." he 
said. 

Some i.5 million of Jordan's 4.2 mil- 
lion population attend public and private 
schools, but only 34 per cent of schools 
have educational counsellors. 

According to a 1995 study of 780 teach- 
ers and student counsellors by the Min- 
istry of Education, trouble-making and 
loud screaming ranked first in violent 
behavioural patterns among students, lol- 
lowed by vandalism and attacks on school 
property, fighting and severe beatings. 

Dr. Massad said a recently-introduced 
educational method that encourages 
mutual respect, democratic practices and 
greater openness in dealings between stu- 


dents and teachers have changed the tradi- 
tional role of each party and sometimes 
encouraged violent reactions. 

"This produced a shock...as both the 
roles of teachers and students were 
altered," he explained. ‘The student who 
had to sit. listen, and answer only when 
asked is now a participant, while the 
teacher, who used to control students and 
explain the lesson without interruption, is 
now a learning facilitator who should 
allow the student to initiate communica- 
tion.” 

Some students had other reasons behind 
outbreaks of violence at schools. One stu- 
dent complained that some teachers often 
abuse their power. 

"Many of them are too arrogant. They 
try to suppress you and think they have 
the powers given to God," student Ahmad 
Salem, 16. told the Jonlan Times. 

In one incident, two groups of youths 
engaged in a brawl because the teacher 
tried to brush aside their feud, he said. 

“One of my friends ended up with his 
front teeth broken.” he added. 

Jordan’s democraiisation process, 
launched in 1989. cast a shadow over 
schools and universities by giving stu- 
dents new privileges such as freedom of 
expression and the right to form unions to 
express their views — for years a taboo. 

'These various factors have led to fric- 
tion between the teacher and the student. 


the student and his colleague and in some 
cases, between teachers and teachers." Dr. 
Massad said. 

"Teachers themselves need to be edu- 
cated in modem methods of education." 
Dr. Shteiwi said. "The more you approach 
new methods in education, the less depen- 
dent you are on methods leading to vio- 
lence." 

According to the study, more violence 
was recorded in schools in Amman, 
Mafraq. Tafilah and Irbid. locales where 
most teachers belonged to the old school 
of thought. Schools often use double 
shifts to accommodate the thousands of 
students in these teeming areas. 

“Teachers in .Amman and Zarqu have 
spent a considerable period following the 
old system and find it difficult to accept 
the new student freedoms” Dr. Massad 
said. 

Lower rates of violence were recorded 
in Madaba. Jerash and Aqaba, where 
younger teachers haw been recruited. 

“Most of the new teachers are more 
capable of adapting and applying the new 
educational system," Dr. Massad said. 

However, in many cases, trouble 
brewed because teachers and schoolmas- 
ters had to improvise to deal with certain 
situations instead of following the 
school’s disciplinary' protocol, which stip- 
ulates punishments such as transferring 
students to other schools or expelling 


them. 

"Violence breeds violence.” Dr. Massad 
said. "Normally, teachers should apply 
the ‘school disciplinary system’ to deal 
with abnormal behaviour on the part of 
students." Dr. Massad said. “ But some- 
times. a teacher or a school administrator 
decides to use a form of violence such as 
harsh words or various degrees of physi- 
cal violence as a means of punishment." 

"And when you ask them why they did 
not follow the protocol, their answer is: 
We did so to save the student from 
Incoming a drop-out [which would hap- 
pen] if we moved him to another school," 
he said. 

Dr. Massad said physical violence was 
more common in male schools while ver- 
bal abuse was more dominant in female 
schools. 

Dr. Shteiwi said traditions in the male- 
dominated society encouraged macho 
behaviour. 

"Violence exists in both sexes,” he told 
the Jordan Times. "But males are more 
violent because of their roles in society 
and because the issue of power and pride 
is implanted in males, who are also taught 
that they are more of doers than females," 
he said. 

We teach males to be aggressive and 
assertive while we teach females to be 
more subservient, though this is chansina 
now,’’ he added. " ” 0 




eWorld News 


Britain and China agree to 


post-Hong Kong ‘fresh start’ 


BEIJING (AFP) — British 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook met with Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin here 
Tuesday and agreed to a 
fresh start in relations great- 
ly troubled in the runup to 
the handover of Hong Kong. 

“Both President Jiang and 
Foreign Minister "Qian 
Qichen made it clear that 
China offers a fresh start to 
its relations with Britain " 
Mr. Cook said before leav- 
ing the Chinese capital for 
Hong Kong. ‘The British 
government is keen to 
accept a fresh start with 
China. We want it to be a 
fresh start down a broad 
road which is wide enough 
for us to develop relations 1 
on the many matters of 
common interest to us 
both," he added. 

Rounding off a rwo-day 
visit to the mainland, Mr. 
Cook was received in the 
exclusive Zhongnanhai 
compound near Tiananmen 
Square where Mr. Jiang and 
the rest of China's top lead- 
ership reside. 

The Chinese president 
accepted a 12-name list of 
imprisoned Chinese dissi- 


dents from Mr. Cook, which 
included student activist 
Wang Dan, and reiterated 
that China was willing to 
enter into non-coafroata- 
tional dialogue on human 
rights. 

A Chinese foreign min- 
istry spokesman said mean- 
while that Beijing had invit- 
ed the United Nations High 
Commissioner on Human 
Rights to make a goodwill 
visit to China, although the 
itinerary had yet to be fixed. 

Mr. Qian told Mr. Cook 
Monday that the invitation 
to Maty Robinson was 
open-ended, apparently pan 
of a fresh offensive to win 
over critics of China's 
human rights policies. 

He also said that China 
was seriously looking at a 
second U.N. charter — on 
political and civil rights — 
following its signing of the 
U.N. International 

Covenant on Economic. 
Social and Cultural Rights. 

Mr. Jiang was quoted as 
saying that Mr. Cook'S visit, 
the first high-level diplo- 
matic meeting between 
' Britain and China since 
Hong Kong returned to 


Chinese rule on July 1, had 
moved bilateral relations 
onto a new plateau. Prior to 
Hong Kong’s change of 
sovereignty, bilateral rela- 
tions slipped dangerously 
over a diplomatic stand-off 
on the territory's political 
future. 

In marked contrast. Mr. 
Cook received a warm wel- 
come from both Mr. Jiang 
and Mr. Qian, who praised 
the “positive attitude*’ 
adopted by Britain's new 
Labour government, which 
has been in power since 
May. 

Even sharp words last 
week from Beijing over an 
official meeting between 
exiled Chinese dissident 
Wei Jingsheng and a 
Foreign Office official in 
London failed to sour the 
atmosphere. 

Mr. Qian and Mr. Cook 
also discussed Iraq, with the 
Chinese foreign minister 
putting his frill support 
behind the United Nations 
and giving short shrift to 
Iraq's efforts to have U.N. 
oil sanctions lifted. Other 
issues covered were envi- 
ronment and trade, follow- 


U.S. hints at discussing end of 
embargo on arms sales to China 


BEUING (AFP) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen hinted Tuesday 
about the possible lifting of 
the arms-sale embargo 
imposed on China since 
1989. 

Questioned during a news 
conference. Mr. Cohen said 
the issue had been raised 
during his talks with 
Chinese officials, who par- 
ticularly sought parts for 
U.S. helicopters bought in 
the early 19S0s. 

“I’m sure there will be 
discussions (on the subject) 
in future/' the defehce sec- 
retary said. 

“I would hope there 
would be progress made on 
issues that are of concern to 
the Congress of the United 
States and President (Bill) 
Clinton in the fields of 
human rights.” Mr. Cohen 
said. 

“Assuming that progress 
is made I'm sure we can 
also make progress dealing 
with the removal of certain 
sanctions," he said. 

Sales of military materiel 
to China are banned under 
sanctions imposed by the 
U.S. administration follow- 
ing the massacre of pro- 
democracy demonstrators 
in Tiananmen Square by the 
Chinese army in June 1989. 

The embargo is also 
upheld by members of the 
European Union, but 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook — who was 
also in Beijing — down- 


played any possibility that 
Europe would lift its sanc- 
tions. 

“We did not discuss it, 
and I wouldn't myself think 
it was an immediate 
prospect” he told reporters. 

The embargo has dealt a 
blow to U.S. armaments 
industries. 

At the Aviation 
Expo/China 97 air show in 
Beijing last October, 
Chinese military officials 
contacted representatives of 
the U.S. company Sikorsky 
in an attempt to obtain spare 
parts for 24 Sikorsky S-70C 
Black Hawk helicopters 
bought in 1984 and 1985. 

They also sought to place 
an order for new equipment. 

The U.S. sanctions, coded 
"PL 101-246”, cover in par- 
ticular 12 key parts for the 
helicopter, including its 
engine and avionics. 

Virtually all the heli- 
copters, which were 
assigned to Tibet and 
Xinjiang, have been 
grounded for years. 

According to the New 
York Times, Mr. Cohen 
asked Mr. Clinton before 
leaving for Beijing to make 
an exception for such parts. 

U.S. officials quoted by 
the New York Times said 
the proposition was consid- 
ered premature and was 
rejected by the White 
House, though the adminis- 
tration was studying the 
possibility of relaxing sanc- 
tions. 


At a Chinese Foreign 
Ministry briefing later in 
the day, spokesman Shen 
Guofang said the embargo 
has harmed Sino-U.S. trade. 

“The maintaining of sanc- 
tions against China does not 
serve the interests of the 
United States," Mr. Shen 
said, adding that China 
wants them lifted to help 
boost bilateral relations. 

Any lifting of the embar- 
go would reopen contacts 
. frozen in I9S9. such as one 
concluded by U.S. aircraft 
maker Boeing Inc. just 
before the Tiananmen mas- 
sacre to supplv Chinook 
CH-47/234 military heli- 
copters worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars. 

Boeing had to annul the 
contract and repay China's 
deposit. 

The arms lobby in the 
United States, and in the 
European Union, complains 
that the prevailing situation 
serves only to benefit the 
sellers of Russian arms. 

At the Beijing airsbow in 
October, the Russian com- 
pany Ulan-Ude Aviation 
Plant negotiated with the 
Chinese military the sale of 
Mi-SAMT combat heli- 
copters. which come 
equipped with guided mis- 
siles, rockets and canon. 

China bought 10 Mi-8 
transport helicopters in 
1991 and two years later 
ordered 60 Mi- 17 1 trans- 
port helicopters. 


‘British citizens are last 
to become Aussies’ 


De Niro 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Former 
residents of Britain and the 
Commonwealth are the last 
to become Australian citi- 
zens, Immigration Minister 
Philip Ruddock said 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Ruddock, unveiling a 
series of citizenship book- 
lets, said an estimated one 
million Australian residents 
were not citizens — most of 
them former British sub- 
jects who came to Australia 
before 1984. 

“It is not the English that I 
am pointing at," Mr. 
Ruddock told reporters. “It 
is all former British sub- 
jects. It can be people from 
places like Cyprus. Malta, it 
could be people from places 
like Singapore, Malaysia. 
Hong Kong. 

"It is ■ not a factor of 
Britishness/’ he said, 
explaining that it was mote 
a factor of citizens of the 


former British empire being 


entitled to British subject 


status. 

Laws in 1984 removed 
certain rights, including the 
right to vote, from arriving 
British and Commonwealth 
residents who did not take 


up citizenship. 

The law change had 
“grandfathered" the exist- 
ing arrangements, allowing 
those already in Australia to 
retain their privileges. 

But he said an estimated 

50.000 British and 
Commonwealth nationals 
still took out Australian cit- 
izenship each year, he said. 

“When you look at the 
large numbers of enquiries 
that we are receiving, some- 
thing of the order of 

200.000 a year, I suspect in 
time the people who don’t 
have citizenship now will 
be very much smaller than 
the million we have 
acknowledged are there at 
the moment," he said. 

Repo ns have also sug- 
gested that some residents 
from Scotland and Ireland 
had refused for many years 
to become Australian citi- 
zens because it would have 
meant an oath of allegiance 
to the British Crown, which 
they were not prepared to 
give. 

However, the oath of alle- 
giance was recently 
dropped from the citizen- 
ship ceremony. 


shops for 
baby clothes 


SAN SEBASTIAN. Spain 
(AFP) — Robert de Niro has 
been discreetly buying baby 
clothes in Spain. 

The actor popped into a 
store in San Sebastian just 
before it was due to dose, 
after a telephone call from 
New York moments earlier 
asking staff to stay open a 
while longer. 

“He was direct, nice and 
very pleasant," a manager at 
the shop said after deciding to 
break their silence over his 
visit on Jan. 3. 

They said that soon after the 
telephone call came, de Niro 
appeared in a chauffeur-dri- 
ven car and accompanied by a 
pregnant woman. They 
bought a few items of clothes, 
paid by credit card, and left 

De Niro left San Sebastian, 
in northern Spain, the next 
day. He had spent the New 
Year holiday period with an 
American fnend who is mar- 
ried (O a Spanish woman. 

San Sebastian normally 
recognises cinema greets — it 
has a film festival every 
September. This time, howev- 
er. de Niro kept a low profile. 


ing the visit last week by 
British President of the 
Board of Trade Margaret 
Beckett. 

“Qian Qichen made an 
extremely positive state- 
ment about admitting 
British financial companies 
to the Chinese market and 
confirmed that China was 
favourably considering a 
licence for a major British 
insurance firm," Mr. Cook 
said. 

“Britain has a distinctive 
strength in its financial sec- 
tor which has much to con- 
tribute to the development 
of China.” he added. 

Mr. Cook visited an envi- 
ronmental education project 
In Beijing Tuesday after- 
noon and was scheduled to 
fly to Hong Kong later in 
the day. There, he will meet 
the territory’s Chief 
Executive Tung Chee-Hwa. 
representatives of the finan- 
cial sector and leading 
democracy advocates. 

Mr. Cook's visit is expect- 
ed to pave the way for a trip 
here by British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair in 
September. 


UNITA 


wants 
revision of 
accords on 
leaders ’ 
safety 


LUANDA (AFP) — 
Angola's former UNTTA 
rebels, preparing for talks 
between their chief Jonas 
Savimbi and President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos, said 
Tuesday they want revision 
of arrangements for foeir 
leaders’ security. 

UNITA's General Artur 
Vinama. responsible for 
preparing talks between the 
longtime civil-war foes, 
demanded a revision of 


arraagen>ents assigning two 
bodyguards to each former 
rebel official. 

Gen. Vinama also insisted 
that the “special case” of Mr. 
Savimbi. head of the 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola 
(LfNITA). be adapted to the 
“circumstances*' — the 
planned meeting between 
Mr. Savimbi and Dos Samos. 

No date for that meeting 
has yet been set, but sources 
on both sides said it could 
take place at the end of 
February. 

Mr. Savimbi has met Dos 
Santos four times since his 
rebels and the governing 
People’s Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola 
(MPLA) signed a peace pact 
in November 1994 to end 
almost two decades of civil 
war. but he has refused to go 
to the capital Luanda on the 
grounds that his safety can- 
not be guaranteed. 

“We will negotiate and find 
a satisfactory solution for 
everybody." Gen. Vinama 
declared. 

The UNITA general 
arrived in Luanda Monday 
evening at the head of a del- 
egation of officers responsi- 
ble for Mr. Savimbi ’s per- 
sonal security. First talks 
with government officials on 
the issue were due Tuesday. 

The talks could also be a 
forum for negotiations on the 
return of a top UNTTA dele- 
gation to Luanda. 

The ex-rebels mostly quit 
the capital after civil war 
broke out with renewed 
force- when they contested 
the outcome of general elec- 
tions they lost late in 1992, 
which had been held under a 
first U.N.-backed peace plan. 

The Luanda government 
insists that the total demili- 
tarisation of UNITA. which 
has sought to retain control 
of some resource-rich 
provinces in the southern 
African country since sign- 
ing the Lusaka Peace 
accords in 1994. is a precon- 
dition for the return of the 
movement's leaders to the 
capital. 
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Chinese President Jiang Zemin (right) gestures as he meets with British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook (left) in the leaders* compound, Zhongnanhai in Beijing 
(Reuters photo) 


Worst cold wave in decade compounds 


Chinese quake victims’ woes 


BELTING (AFP) — The worst 
cold wave in a decade sweep- 
ing parts of China has added 
to the woes of people dis- 
placed by the Jan. 10 earth- 
quake northeast of Beijing 
that left 50 dead, official 
reports said Tuesday. 

The mercury' plunged to 
minus 35 degrees Celsius in 
the area where 44.000 people 
are sheltering in makeshift 
housing since the earthquake 
damaged 136.000 houses. 

The quake, measuring 6.2 
on the Richter scale left 

12,000 injured, 1,200 of them 
seriously, in the mountainous 
region some 220 kilometres 
from Beijing. 

Meanwhile, the government 
of Australia announced it 
would contribute 75.000 
Australian dollars ($49,500) 
in emergency relief. 

The aid aimed at providing 
for the immediate needs of 
villagers whose homes were 
destroyed in the disaster, will 


be distributed via the UN. 
Development Programme, a 
statement from the Australian 
embassy here said. 

Monday, the official Xinhua 
news agency said 11.000 
makeshift houses bad gone up 
for the quake victims after the 
tents put up earlier proved 
woefully inadequate to keep 
out the cold. 

“Rain and snowfall ham- 
pered the smooth transport of 
goods, the most important part 
of the country's relief endeav- 
our.” Xinhua said Tuesday. 

It said police had put up 
roadsigns and had undertaken 
snowclearing and added that 
after the quake. 2.000 police- 
men were sent to the area for 
emergency work and to main- 
tain order. 

“No criminal cases or seri- 
ous traffic accidents have hap- 
pened since the 6.2 tumbler.” 
Xinhua said. 

In Beijing the mercury fell 
to minus 14.2 degrees Celsius 


overnight Saturday, the lowest 
night temperature recorded 
since I98S and during the day 
Sunday, it failed to rise above 
minus 7.2 degrees Celsius, 
also the lowest daytime tem- 
perature in a decade, China 
Daily said. The lowest tem- 
perature recorded in Beijing 
was on February 22, 1966, 
when it was minus 27.4 
degrees Celsius. 

China Daily said the current 
cold spell should soot give 
way to fine weather. 

The Chinese Red Cross has 
already received a total of 
20.77 million yuan C$2.4 mil- 
lion) in donations following 
an appeal for international and 
domestic help. 

The Red Cross in Hong 
Kong alone has received 
11.92 million yuan in dona- 
tions. Several other countries 
including Japan, the United 
States, Germany. France and 
Britain have also contributed 
to the relief effort 


Congress to pursue Indian reforms 
with human face: Sonia Gandhi 


BHILAL India (.AFP) — The 
widow- of assassinated former 
Indian Premier Rajiv Gandhi 
Tuesday pledged the 
Congress party would pursue 
free-market reforms if voted 
back to power in coming 
elections. 

Making her first campaign 
speech in Hindi. Italian -bom 
Sonia Gandhi told a 35,000- 
strong rally that the once- 
dominant Congress would 
pur a human face on liberali- 
sation. 

She rejected jibes by rival 
parties that she was a foreign- 
er. describing herself as “a 
daughter of Mother India.” 

Earning wild applause, she 
told her audience: “If 

Congress comes to power, it 
will intensify the economic 
reforms." 

But the 51 -year-old, who 
has become the party's main 
election figurehead since 
agreeing to campaign for it 
earlier this month, added: 
“This will be done keeping in 
mind the interests of the peo- 
ple, particularly our poor 
brothers and sisters." 

India goes to the polls from 
Feb. 16 to March 7 after the 
collapse of a minority coali- 
tion government. 

Analysts predict another 
hung parliament, with the 
Hindu nationalists emerging 


as the largest party ahead of 
Congress. 

Congress, in decline after 
ruling India for four decades 
after independence, is hoping 
the aura of the Gandhi name 
will bring it back to power. 

Sonia Gandhi, who married 
Rajiv Gandhi in 196S and 
took on Indian citizenship 18 
years later, was accompanied 
on the platform by her 25- 
year-old daughter. Priyanka. 

It was Sonia Gandhi’s sixth 
campaign rally since site 
made her political debut on 
Jan. 1 1 near the site of her 
husband's 1991 assassination 
in the southern town of 
Sriperumbudur. 

She had spoken in English 
previously but switched to 
Hindi, India's main language, 
for her first rally in the crucial 
Hindi-speaking region which 
accounts tor almost half of 
parliament's 545 seats. 

Bhilai in central India, is 
located 900 kilometres south- 
east of New Delhi. 

Sonia Gandhi said in her 
15-minute speech that she 
considered herself “a daugh- 
ter of Mother India. 1 stand 
before you in that capacity.” 

She highlighted the contri- 
butions of the Nehru-Gandhi 
dynasty, adding: “Keeping up 
with the tradition of the fami- 
ly, l decide to follow diem 


and serve the nation when it is 
at a crossroads." 

Dressed in a saree and 
speaking with an Italian 
accent, she said: *To achieve 
all this, we need a courageous 
government. Only Congress 
can give a government that 
can represent all the people 
without differentiating 
between religion, caste and 
region.” 

Congress accuses the 
Hindu nationalist party of 
sectarian policies and says it 
will overturn India’s secular 
constitution. India has 120 
million Muslims among a 
total population of 960 mil- 
lion. 

Sonia Gandhi’s dramatic 
entry into politics has revi- 
talised the faction-ridden 
Congress. 

Congress spokeswoman 
Margaret Alva told AFP: 
“Sonia Gandhi has united all 
groups and factions that exist- 
ed locally. There is a new 
enthusiasm, a new confidence 
in the rank and file. 

“That is 50 per cent of the 
battle won.... I see a very pos- 
itive swing in favour of the 
party after her entry." 

Two recent opinion polls 
predicted a hung parliament, 
with the Hindu nationalists 
and their allies on top but 
short of an overall majority. 
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A young Indian boy peers out from the top of a Congess party campaign truck fea- 
turing the photograph of Sonia Gandhi framed by former Indian Premier Indira 
Gandhi and Sonia's slain husband Rajiv Gandbi (AFP photo) 


Dis 
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mo 


Bei 


BEUING (AFP) — China’s 
most prominent political pris- 
oner. Wang Dan, may be 
moved to Beijing from a jail 
500 kilometres away, his par- 
ents said Tuesday. 

The head of Jinzhou prison, * 
where Wang Dan has been 
held since foe end of 1996/- 
told him late last month that 
he was going to make - a 
report to concerned depart- 
ments to see if foe dissident ' 
could be moved to a Beijing 
jail, Mr. Wang’s father said. 

Wang Xiancbeng told AFP 
that it would be the first time 
officials would be reacting to 
the request for transfer made 
more than six months ago. 

Officials at the ministry of 
justice and the Jinzbou prison 
in northeast China’s Liaoning 
province declined comment 
on Wang Xiancbeng s 
remarks. 

Wang Dan's parents last 
saw their son on Jan. I. They 
said foeir son, a top leader of 
foe prchderaocrac}' demon- 
strations at Tiananmen 
Square in 1989, suffers from 
a sore throat, stomach disor- 
der and vertigo. 

They want him moved to 
Beijing to undergo proper 
medical tests. 

Chinese prisoners are nor- 
mally expected to be held 
close to foeir hometowns to 
facilitate family visits. 

Wang Dan, 28, was handed 
an 11-vear prison term in 
1996 for “subversion* after 
be had been held incognito 
for 14 months. He had 
already been jailed for four 
years following foe 
Tiananmen crackdown. 

The mantle of China’s most 
prominent political detainee 
fell on him after Wei 
Jingsheng was paroled and 
allowed to leave for the 
United States in November. 

Meanwhile, dissident Lin 
Xinshu has written an open 
letter to the Communist Party 
central committee and to 
President Jiang Zemin asking 
for all political detainees to 
be freed on the occasion of 
foe Chinese new year on Jan. 
28. 

He also asked them to 
improve the living conditions 
of the prisoners, stop perse- 
cuting Chinese citizens and 
allow those exiled abroad to 


return. 

Mr. Lin, 54. is a specialist 
in traditional Chinese medi- 
cine based in the southeastern 
city of Fuzhou. 


German 
travel agent 
hangs himself 
over H. Kong 
tourism 
slump 


HONG KONG (AFP) — A 
German travel agent commit- 
ted suicide after his firm ran 
into financial trouble because 
of foe slump in Hong Kong’s 
tourism industry, reports said 
Tuesday. 

Hans Jcrrg Schult, 52, was 
found hanging in his office 
by staff when they arrived for 
work Monday. Suicide notes 
were also found. 

Staff said Mr. Schult was 
one milli on Hong Kong dol- 
lars ($130,000) in debt and 
had not paid his employees 
for two months. 

The number of staff had 
also been cut from six to two 
because of the decline in 
tourist arrivals since Hong 
Kong's return to Chinese rule 
last July, they told reporters. 

The firm, which Mr. Schult 
bought more than a decade 
ago, mainly catered for 

European visitors. 

Hong Kong has been bat- 
tling a slump in tourism since 
it was handed over by Britain 
to China. 

Analysts have blamed the 
regional financial . crisis, 
' ‘handover fatigue" and foe 
outbreak of foe so-cafled 
“bird flu” here, which has 
claimed six lives, for foe 
drop in tourism. 
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ILS- Defence Secretary William Cohen (left) meets Japan's Prime Minister Rvuiaro 
Hashimoto at the latter s official residence in Tokvo after arrivinu from Ueiiinii 
(Reuters photo) * * J * 


Battle to regain Sierra Leone 
diamond town claims 130 lives 


FREETOWN (AFP) — 
Sierra Leone's military 
junta Tuesday said a fierce 
battle for a strategic dia- 
mond town claimed some 
130 Jives, about half of 
them those of Kamajor trib- 
al militiamen who briefly 
seized iL 

Witnesses reported 
dozens of headless corpses 
littering ureas around 
Tongo Field, taken by 
Kamajors loyal to ousted 
President Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah before troops of 
the junta recovered control 
uf it Sunday. 

Junta spokesman Allieu 
Kamara stated Tuesday that 
about half the casualties in 
the Tongo Field region 
were Kamajors. About 100 
reported deaths were in the 
battle for the town Sunday, 
he said, following the 
fcpng of 30 people Satur- 
day. 

.State. ... radio -Tuesday, 
meanwhile, accused Niger- 
ian soldiers of the west 
African intervention force 
in Sierra Leone. ECO- 
MOG, of "being behind 
Kamajor atrocities on 
defenceless citizens.” 

"The fighting in Tongo 
Field has been perpetrated 
by the Nigerians who are 


aiding and abeiting the 
Kamajors." the radio said, 
quoting junta defence 
spokesman Lieutenant 
Colonel John Milton. 

Since the army seized 
power in a coup iast May. 
the ECOMOG force acting 
in the name of the Econom- 
ic Community of West 
African Stales (ECOWAS) 
has deployed thousands of 
troops Leone in an effort to 
restore Mr. Kabbah to 
power. 

Nigerian forces have 
clashed several times with 
junta troops and also car- 
ried out air raids on the 
capital, claiming to be 
enforcing an economic 
embargo imposed against 
the junta by ECOWAS and 
the United Nations. 

However. Nigeria's own 
military regime — pledged 
to hand over., to elected 
civilians next October — 
has come under strong crit- 
icism for far exceeding its 
mandate in Sierra Leone by 
excessive use of force. 

Witnesses who fled the 
fighting in Tongo Field 
spoke of dozens of civilian 
corpses, some headless, 
some with amputated feci, 
others gagged, on roads out 
of the tow n. 


"I lost count of the num- 
ber and many of them had 
their faces buried in the 
muddy soil." said one man 
reached by telephone in 
Kencmu. 240 kilometres 
east of the capital. 

Reports suggested at least 
some of the civilian killings 
were the result of old 
scores related to land and 
chieftancy disputes. 

The military regime of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Johnny 
Koroma has pledged to 
restore power to the elected 
civilian authorities next 
April, in a pact reached 
under the ECOWAS aegis. 

Mr. Kabbah, elected in 
March 1996. was ousted 
amid ongoing strife in the 
West African country 
which had been wracked by 
a civil war since 1991 
between previous regimes 
and rebels of the Revolu- 
tionary United Front 
(RUF), who largely rallied 
to Koroma's junta. 

Kamajor traditional tribal 
hunters have formed a pow- 
erful militia force at odds 
with the military regime in 
the mineral-rich west 
African nation, once also a 
tourist haven renowned for 
its splendid beaches. 


Havel reelection leaves Czechs cool 


PRAGUE (AFP) — "For me. 
President Havel was never a 
national hero.” says 29-year- 
old Loesmotl Roth, standing 
at the end of Weneeslas 
Square, heart of the 1989 
bloodless Velvet Revolution 
which ended Communist rule 
in what was then Czechoslo- 
vakia. 

"He was a good human 
being in 1989. and he is still a 
good human being. But there 
are perhaps more important 
questions for our country." 

The comments by the young 
entrepreneur — Mr. Rodi runs 
his own computer graphics 
company — are typical of the 
reaction to Mr. Havel's ree lec- 
tion Tuesday as president of 
the Czech Republic for a sec- 
ond five-year-term. 

The 6 1 -year-old former dis- 
sident playwright was 
opposed by only two margin- 
al candidates, a Communist 
and a far-right leader, in the 
parliamentary' vote to keep 
him as the nation's largely 
symbolic head of state. 

His reelection by deputies in 
an ornate hall in Prague Castle 
was pushed down the front 
pages of Czech newspapers 
Tuesday by the threat by care- 


taker Premier Josef Tosovsky 
to resign. The political turmoil 
since the government w-as 
forced to quit two months ago 
has dominated the media for 
weeks. 

"President Havel is good for 
our country. He helps us to be 
noticed by other countries. He 
is a good man.” says Jana 
Levy, a 24-year-old econom- 
ics student, over a hamburger 
at a McDonald's restaurant. 

The U.S. fast food outlet i.s 
directly opposite the balcony 
from which Mr. Havel 
addressed a crowd of 200.000 
people in November 1989. 
telling them: "One day the 
historians will call these days 
extraordinary.” 

For many Czechs, their 
country's applications to join 
the European Union and 
NATO are far more pressing 
than reelecting their president. 

"It is important for us to join 
NATO. We need the support 
of the West.” .said Martin Pod- 
horsky. -a 42-year-old who 
runs his own poultry business. 
"There are still a lot of Com- 
munists in this country', he 
said. 

The Czech Republic is 
among the first in line to join 


NATO next year, and along 
with Hungary and Poland is 
due begin talks on joining the 
Europe;in Union in March. 

Two years ago the country 
was the showpiece economy 
of the regiun. Tourism in par- 
ticular exploded exponentially 
as westerners flocked to see 
the splendour of Prague. 

But a currency crisis last 
year, singing unemployment 
and stagnant growth have 
shattered the illusion of an 
economic miracle. 

"People are aware that it is 
not going to be easy. Joining 
the European Union will not 
solve all our problems.” says 
Mr. Levy. 

In 1989 Mr. Havel was cer- 
tainly a national hero to at 
least some of his countrymen. 
But economic and political 
reality lias made matter; more 
complicated. 

"Saint Weneeslas w-as a real 
national hero." said Mr. Roth, 
pointing up to a statue of the 
IChh century Bohemian leader 
canonised after being killed 
by his brother.” 

""But u'e need more than 
saints to help us now.” 


Court dismisses Blaskic death threat report 


THE HAGUE (Rj — The 
Yugoslav war crimes tri- 
bunal Tuesday dismissed a 
report that Bosnian Croat 
General Tihomor Blaskic 
has faced death threats since 
his surrender to the United 
Nations court in 1996. 

Dutch state radio reported 
Gen. Blaskic. on trial in the 
Hague for alleged crimes 
against humanity, was trans- 
ferred from house arrest to 
Scheveningen jail for his 
own safety last year. 

Quoting a senior justice 
ministry official, the radio 
said authorities were unable 
to guarantee Gen. Blaskic’s 


safety' while he was under 
house arrest at a secret loea- 
Uon in the Netherlands. 

The report did not specify 
who was behind the threats 
or what form they had taken. 

"We are absolutely 
unaware of any threats, tri- 
bunal spokesman Christian 
Chattier told Reuters. 

He confirmed Gen. Blask- 
ic"s transfer to Schevenin- 
gen jail last June but said the 

move was made out ot prac- 
tical considerations. 

-In view of his trial, it was 
much more practical to be in 
the tribunal detention unit, 
Mr. Chartier said. 


A justice ministry 
spokesman said he could not 
confirm the radio report. 

In June. Gen. Blaskic 
became the highest ranking 
officer lo stand trial before 
the international criminal 
tribunal for former 
Yugoslavia. 

The first suspect to turn 
himself in. he managed to 
negotiate special detention 
conditions with the authori- 
ties. 

Gen. Blaskic denies 
charges he directed a brutal 
ethnic cleansing campaign 
against Muslims in central 
Bosnia from 1992 to 1994. 


Cohen in Tokyo to discuss U.S.- Japan 
defence ties, Asian troubles 


TOKYO (AFP) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen briefed Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto Tuesday about 
efforts to strengthen mili- 
tary' ties with China and 
security in Southeast Asia. 

Mr. Cohen met Mr. 
Hashimoto shortly after 
arriving from Beijing, 
where he capped a three- 
day visit with a meeting 
with Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin. 

Tokyo is Mr. Cohen's 
sixth stop on a seven-coun- 
try Asian tour that has also 
taken him to Malaysia, 
Indonesia. Singapore and 
Thailand at a time of eco- 
nomic turmoil. He travels 
to South Korea Wednesday. 

Mr. Cohen told reporters 
on the (light to Japan that 
he had "reassuring" words 
for Mr. Hashimoto about 
his meetings in Southeast 


Asia about the Asian eco- 
nomic crisis and China, 
where Washington is seek- 
ing expanded lies with the 
military. 

During his stay in Bei- 
jing, Mr. Cohen defended 
the updated U.S. alliance 
with Japan as crucial to 
regional stability and 
assured Beijing that Wash- 
ington did not seek to iso- 
lafe or block its rise as a 
regional power. 

U.S. officials who attend- 
ed the meetings said the 
Chinese did not make an 
issue of the U.S. military 
presence in Asia nor the 
new defence guidelines 
with Japan, which Beijing 
has criticised in the past. 

In a speech to military 
officers. Mr. Cohen called 
the U.S. network of 
alliances with Japan and 
other countries in Asia "the 
first pillar” of the U.S. 


security strategy in the 
region. 

But Washington believes 
closer military - ties with 
Beijing will ease the level 
of mistrust and prod China 
to be more open about its 
own military plans and 
intentions in the region. 

Mr. Cohen told reporters 
Washington seeks a "mod- 
est” step-by-step improve- 
ment in relations with the 
Chinese military to avoid 
raising expectations toe* 
high and thereby running 
the risk of them being 
dashed. 

"On the one hand you 
have people in the United 
Slates who may not want to 
see the relationship pro- 
ceed so fast — they want to 
see improvements in the 
area of human rights.” Mr. 
Cohen said. 

"There is also the issue of 
how far. how fast should 


the relationship go." he 
said. 

■■I’ve always subscribed 
to taking very small steps 
where everybody is confi- 
dent that the next step is 
positive, so you don't have 
these spikes in your rela- 
tionship. where it is up one 
day and down the next.” 

Mr. Cohen's arrival in 
Japan comes amid continu- 
ing problems over Oki- 
nawa and lingering anti- 
U.S. sentiment there fol- 
lowing the 1995 rape of a 
12-vear old schoolgirl by 
U.S. servicemen stationed 
on the southern island pre- 
fecture. 

He also is expected to 
inaugurate a "comprehen- 
sive planning mechanism” 
that sets out how to adjust 
laws and map out plans for 
defence cooperation 

between the two countries. 

The revisions to the 1978 


bilateral guidelines on 
defence cooperation identi- 
fy broader roles for Japan 
in providing rear area sup- 
port for U.S. forces in 
peacetime and in regional 
crises, according to U.S. 
officials. 

It includes the use of 
Japanese minesweepers in 
international waters to 
keep sea lanes open, but 
does not commit Japan ro 
specific courses of action 
in crises or to provide 
access to specific ports and 
airfields. 

The revised guidelines 
have provoked fears among 
some here of a Japanese 
militarist revival. 

Japan's post- World War 
11 pacifist constitution lim- 
its the country's armed 
forces to a self-defence 
role and bans them from 
fighting abroad with allies. 


Yeltsin needs to keep reform duo 


U.S. health 
authorities 
to regulate 
human 
cloning 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration will regu- 
late human cloning and 
consider unauthorised 
experiments with the pro- 
cedure a violation of fed- 
eral law. The Washington 
Post said Tuesday. 

Through the Food, 
Drug and Cosmetic Act we 
do have the authority ro 
regulate human cloning, 
and we arc prepared to 
assert that authority,” Act- 
ing FDA Commissioner 
Michael Friedman said in 
an interview. 

His comments confirmed 
Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Donna 
Shalala's statement to 
CBS television on Jan. 1 1 
that the U.S. government 
would not allow a Chicago 
scientist to go ahead with 
plans lo clone humans. 

Mr. Friedman said any- 
body who wants to carry 
out human cloning experi- 
ments legally must file a 
formal application with 
the FDA. which would 
then undertake a lengthy 
review. 

The FDA will initiate 
legal action against any- 
one who does such experi- 
ments without filing an 
application, Mr. Friedman 
said. 

Ever since Chicago 
physicist Richard Seed 
said this month he plans to 
done human beings, 
national and international 
debate on the procedure 
has raged, with the U.S. 
government taking steps to 
head off what it considers 
a potentially immoral pro- 
cedure. 

President Bill Clinton 
has slapped a five-year ban 
on federal money being 
used in cloning experi- 
ments and is urging Con- 
gress to pass a bill banning 
the procedure altogether. 

In the first accord of its 
kind, 19 European coun- 
tries have signed an agree- 
ment banning human 
cloning. 

Mr. Friedman said that 
after weeks of reviewing 
the issue, the FDA had 
determined that die kinds 
of manipulations involved 
in human cloning present- 
ed "serious health and 
safety is>ues" for the foe- 
tus and the mother. 

Another FDA official 
said scientists interested in 
carrying out human 
cloning experiments 
would have to tile an 
“investigational new drug 
application." which drug 
companies have to submit 
before testing new medi- 
cines on people. 

Mr. Seed said he plans to 
open cloning clinics to 
help infertile couples in 
the United States and 
abroad. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian government needs 
to keep its duo of young 
reformers in 1998 to press 
on with its economic pro- 
gramme before new elec- 
tions. First Deputy Prime 
Minister Boris Nemtsov 
said in an interview pub- 
lished Tuesday. 

“The president (Boris 
Yeltsin) and prime minister 
(Viktor Chernomyrdin) 
well understand that if 
everything is undone now 
and a new government 
formed, it will simply be a 
waste of time” Mr. 
Nemtsov told the Izvestia 
daily. 

Mr. Nemtsov, who was 
appointed first deputy 
prime minister along with 
Anatoly Chubais last 
March, said 1998 was "the 
last year for normal work." 

"Next year the elections 
will start — first parlia- 
mentary. then presidential. 
I think the good sense of 
the president and prime 
minister is more decisive 
today, whatever trends 
were left over from last 
year.” Mr. Nemtsov said. 

However, he admitted 
that he and Mr. Chubais 
had seen their positions 
weakened by a scandal 
which rocked the govern- 
ment in November and 
sparked rumours that they 
may be sacked. 

"There is no smoke with- 
out fire. Clearly, one can- 
not come through last 
year's series of scandals 
unscathed," Mr. Nemtsov 
said. 

Three of Mr. Chubais’ 
close allies were sacked 
from the government and 
Mr. Chubais lost the 
finance ministry portfolio 
after Russian media report- 
ed that they had received 
lavish fees for a book on 
privatisation. 

Mr. Nemtsov was not 
implicated in the corrup- 
tion allegations, but the 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — The 
new Bosnian Serb government 
called for a forma) transfer of 
powers within 4S hours as it 
sought to stamp its authority' 
across the Serb- run region, offi- 
cials said. 

The new. moderate, prime 
minister. Miiorad Dodik, told a 
first government meeting late 
Monday 1 that his hardline prede- 
cessor Gojko Klickovic should 
transfer his power within 4S 
hours, while his ministers 
would have 72 hours to hand 
over 

The hardliners, loyal to indict- 
ed wartime leader Radovan 
Karadzic, had threatened to 
oppose the Dodik government 
which includes representatives 
of Muslim and Croat voters. 

The government Monday 
froze government bank 
accounts to prevent any funds 
being siphoned off before 
power is hilly transferred. 

The new government was 
elected by parliament in the 
early hours of Sunday. The leg- 
islature was elected in Novem- 
ber of last year. 


scandal was a blow to the 
reformers’ credibility, coin- 
ciding with widespread 
discontent over huge public 
sector wage arrears. 

Mr. Nemtsov told Izves- 
tia that Mr. Yeltsin had 
appointed him for two 
years, and "the president 
has never deceived me." 

“I don't think he's going 


Overnight Sunday, NATO 
troops increased patrols around 
sensitive areas in the Serb-run 
Republika Srpska to prevent 
any threat to the new western- 
backed government. 

It is more supportive of the 
Bosnian peace process than its 
hardline predecessor and is like- 
ly to get strong support from the 
west, freeing up Western aid 
stalled by its predecessor's 
blocking of progress in imple- 
menting the Dayton Peace 
accords. 

Mr. Dodik called on the par- 
liament to hold a session on Jan. 
24 in Banja Luka, when new 
ministers would take an oath of 
office. 

He said the government 
would prepare to transfer the 
Bosnian government to Banja 
Luka, the biggest city in Serb- 
held territory, from Pale. 

Banja Luka is the most cos- 
mopolitan city in Serb hands 
and has long been waging a 
power struggle with the hardhne 
clique grouped around Mr. 
Karadzic in his powerhase, 
Rale, outside Sarajevo. 


to deceive me either, so I'll 
work for two years (in the 
government ). and then 
we’ll see,” he said. 

Mr. Nemtsov also 
defended Mr. Chubais. 42. 
describing him as "an hon- 
est man who keeps his 
promises,” and "one of the 
country’s best organisers." 

The Communist-led 


Mr. Dodik said his govern- 
ment would also ‘"examine" all 
the decisions made by former 
government and parliament 
since July 3." when Serb Presi- 
dent Biljana Plavsic dissolved 
the previous Serb assembly. 

Mr. Dodik Monday told a 
Sarajero radio station that he 
hoped "lo establish total control 
over the territory of Republika 
Srpska within a month.” 

Quoted by the independent 
Bosnian news agency Onasa. he 
said his government would take 
"the proper measures" regard- 
ing war criminals. 

He did not elaborate on the 
war crimes issue, although the 
handing Over of indicted war 
criminals is a key item in the 
1995 Dayton accords that 
brought the 1992-95 Bosnian 
conflict to a halL 
Bosnia envoy Carlos Wesren- 
dorp told Spanish television Mr. 
Karadzic would soon be appear- 
ing in court 

"I am convinced he will end 
up before the (U.N. War 
Crimes) Tribunal in The 
Hague," either voluntarily or 


- Nemtsov 

opposition in the Lower 
House of Parliamenr has 
repeatedly urged Mr. 
Yeltsin to sack Mr. 
Chubais, whom they revile 
for having masterminded 
Russia's controversial pri- 
vatisation programme. 

Despite a scolding from 
Mr. Yeltsin. Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin defended the 
government's record Mon- 
day, saying it had cleared 
the huge wage backlogs by 
a Jan. 1 deadline imposed 
by the president. 

Mr. Nemtsov praised Mr. 
Yeltsin Tuesday as "a very 
strong man with powerful 
magnetism.” 

Mr. Yeltsin. who rums 67 
on Feb. 1. arrived back at 
the Kremlin Monday from 
a two-week holiday, which 
followed a two-week con- 
valescence at a sanatorium 
last month after contracting 
a chest infection. 

Mr. Nemtsov. 38, reiterat- 
ed that he would not run for 
the presidency in the '2000 
elections, despite positive 
public opinion ratings. 

Mr. Nemtsov said 

Moscow Mayor Yury 

Luzhkov had much better 
chances of winning crucial 
regional support in the 
presidential race than Mr. 
Chernomyrdin, but added 
that both would withdraw 
from the race if Mr. Yeltsin 
opted to try for a third 
term. 

Mr. Nemtsov has not pre- 
viously voiced support for 
Mr. Luzhkov, who is a 
major critic of Mr. 
Chubais. Mr. Luzhkov, an 
ally of Mr. Yeltsin, has 
refused to be drawn on 
whether he harbours presi- 
dential ambitions. 

During Mr. Yeltsin’s 
absence, Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin appeared to have 
curbed the powers of Mr. 
Nemtsov and Mr. Chubais 
and improved relations 
with the lower house. 


handed over by the Bosnian 
Serb authorities, he said. 

President Plavsic said the new 
government would be sworn in 
this week, "as soon as possible." 

In a major boost for Mr. 
Dodik. the Yugoslav govern- 
ment in Belgrade Monday 
recognised the new govern- 
ment. apparently ending sup- 
port for the hardliners to which 
it has long been loyaL 

Yugoslav Prime Minister 
Radoje Kontic sent a message to 
Mr. Dodik, wishing ton and his 
government “every success" in 
promoting the "well-being of 
the Republika Srpska and all its 
citizens." 

The west hopes the new gov- 
ernment will be more support- 
ive of measures to move for- 
ward the Bosnian peace 
process, including integrating its 
financial system. 

Mr. Weaendorp Tuesday was 
expected to hand down a deci- 
sion on a long-delayed common 
currency for the divided country 
after the joint presidency Mon- 
day again failed to reach a com- 
promise. 


Yeltsin fears some CIS 
members want to quit 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
expressed concern Tuesday that some former Soviet 
republics wanted to quit the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States. 

"If we sum up 1997, we have to say it — we’ve let the 
CIS issue slip away... some have even made up their mind 
to quit the CIS,” Mr. Yeltsin said in televised comments to 
Valery Serov, a deputy prime minister in charge of CIS 
affairs. 

Defending his work with the loose grouping set up after 
the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991. Mr. Serov said: "A lot 
has been done — with your help and with your personal 
participation.” 

Mr. Yeltsin, who returned to work Monday after a two- 
week vacation, called for more active development of ties 
within the CIS, which includes all 15 former Soviet 
republics expect Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. 

“It is time for a very active period in the work of the CIS. 
all this year will be very active in this respect.*’ he said. 

Mr. Serov said all of the leaders of CIS countries backed 
Mr. Yeltsin’s efforts and dismissed the suggestion that any 
wanted to leave. 

“All responsible politicians, heads of states understand 
the value of the CIS and its meaning, there is no talk of 
quitting,” Russian news agencies quoted Mr. Serov as say- 
ing- 

The CJS is divided into states such as Russia which pro- 
mote the group and others whose support is lukewarm. 

Many CIS states openly criticised Russia for its domina- 
tion of the grouping at a CIS summit in Moldova last Octo- 
ber. and a summit planned for January was postponed. 

Members have also criticised attempts to build blocs 
within the CIS, such as Russia’s moves towards union with 
its Slav neighbour Belarus. 

Earlier this month, the presidents of five former Soviet 
republics in central Asia, struggling to reduce their depen- 
dence on Moscow, agreed that each state would decide 
independently on its participation in the CIS. 

The presidents of Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbek- 
istan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, meeting in the Turkmen 
capital Ashgabat, seemed to see little future for the CIS. 

They vowed more economic and political cooperation 

New Bosnian Serb government 
seeks to stamp authority on region 
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Lesson in budget debate 

THE DRAFT 1998 state budget was adopted by 
the Lower House of Parliament Monday with a 
comfortable majority. Fifty-nine of the 74 
deputies present voted for while 14 opposed it. The 
numbers contrast not only with tbe results of the 
vote of confidence in Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Maj ali's Cabinet last month but also with the loud 
opposition to the economic and fiscal policies of 
the government that was actually voiced by so 
many deputies during the marathon parliamen- 
tary debate on the proposed budget After so 
many deputies expressed serious doubts about the 
health of the national economy and expressed pro- 
found concern about the levels of poverty and 
unemployment in the country, the people’s repre- 
sentatives decided to be realistic and gave their 
blessing to the budget draft law when it came to a 
vote. 

While conceding that “the economy situation 
does not meet our expectations at the moment and 
that there are indeed problems of unemployment 
and poverty," the prime minister nevertheless 
argued that these shortcomings are not as serious 
as the deputies portrayed them to be in their 
speeches, which is one factor that explains the dis- 
crepancy between the discourse of the parliamen- 
tarians and their vote. Another reason for this 
could be found in the fact that deputies bad dis- 
covered in the debate that their initial estimations 
of the economic factors at play were made on dif- 
ferent grounds and according to different statis- 
tics from the government's. Dr. Majali sought to 
explain the divergence, for instance in the unem- 
ployment domain by referring to the some half a 
million foreign workers employed in the Kingdom 
because Jordanians do not accept to perform their 
kind of work. 

Even if we accept the prime minister's depiction 
of the unemployment situation, the fact remains 
that the rate of unemployment remains relatively 
high for this country. Worse still, the wages of 
many Jordanians are so low and much below the 
minimum wage level necessary to lead an accept- 
able standard of living. Moreover, the issue of 
whether the Kingdom suffers from a recession 
cannot be determined purely by macro-economy 
figures. The country may be doing well or reason- 
ably well on the macro level but we are certainly 
not doing well on the micro level judging by the 
fact that so many Jordanians still live below the 
poverty line and so many others have very low 
incomes. 

Tbe debate, in any case, was an eye-opener and 
as such useful. TVue, there are those economists, in 
the government and elsewhere, who thought the 
deputies generally did not get their act together in 
so far as presenting and discussing economic facts 
and figures. But what is important in the final 
analysis is that the country had a chance to discuss 
and listen in public to the various views concern- 
ing the Kingdom's economy and our financial 
standing. 

Democracy has a lot to do with accumulating 
learning experiences and raising public awareness 
about the issues facing us. In that respect at least, 
we can boast some achievement. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AJ RaVs Samir Qtami criticised Jordanian writers for 
maintaining a hostile campaign against Iraq for executing 
four Jordanians involved in smuggling operations. 
According to Qtami. Iraq did not execute these people 
because they were Jordanians but because they commit- 
ted crimes against the Iraqi people, depriving them of 
essential pans for their vehicles which they are not 
allowed to import because of the sanctions. It is shameful | 
to see Jordanian writers instigating the Jordanian public j 
against Iraq in a campaign that only can benefit the ene- , 
nues of the Arab nation, added the writer. Tbe Iraqis 
appreciate the Jordanian people's support, said Qtami. 
Bur. he said the Iraqis are pained to see Jordan giving safe 
haven to members of the Iraqi opposition and allowing 
Iraqi dissidents to launch hostile campaigns from 
Jordanian territory on the Iraqi regime. The Jordanians, 
said the writer, should be grateful to Iraq for allowing the 
Kingdom to purchase Iraqi oil at concessional terms and 
should express thanks to Baghdad for obtaining much of 
the oil free of charge. The writer said criminal activity 
such as the smuggling of vital equipment out of Iraq 
should not be condoned but rather condemned by every- 
one. 

AI RaYs Tareq Masarweh lauded the European 
Union's srand vis-a-vis the Middle East question. In their 
recent declaration about the Middle East the Europeans 
expressed their dissatisfaction with their dialogue with 
Israel over the Middle East peace and demanded that they 
be given a more meaningful role in the peace-making 
process, according to the writer. He said the Europeans 
believe that their role as financiers of projects in the self- 
rule areas of Palestine has not yielded any positive results 
and that most of the projects have not succeeded due to 
Israel's inhuman practices and measures imposed on the 
Palestinians. Furthermore Europeans have discovered 
that although the rate of unemployment during the intifa- 
da stood at 20 per Cent in the Palestinian lands, it has now 
jumped to 40 per cent despite the European aid. noted the 
writer. He said while the Europeans were kept in the dark 
about the peace process the U.S. proved its impotence in 
riving any momentum to the talks, leaving the Israelis a 
fine hand. The writer said the Arab countries should now 
be prepared for the coming stage should the Clinion- 
Netanyahu meeting in Washington prove a failure. 


Resorting to ‘Jewish McCarthyism’ 


IN A TOUGH-WORDED editorial entitled 
“The New McCarthyism," The New York 
Tunes’ Anthony Lewis decried the decision of 
Washington’s Smithsonian Institution to bend 
to pressure from right-wing Jewish groups and 
change their planned lecture series on Israel’s 
50-year anniversary. 

The Smithsonian’s programme was to have 
been called “Israel at 50; Yesterday's Dreams. 
Today's Realities” and was to have been 
cosponsored by the New Israel Fund fNIF). 
which had initiated the idea for the lecture 
series. The NIF is a liberal Jewish group. that 
promores democracy within Israel, supports 
several projects that serve Israel’s Palestinian 
Arab community and refuses to engage in anv 
activity in the occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

What raised the ire of the far right was the 
fact that the NIF-Smithsonian programme was 
to have attempted, from a “post-Zionist" per- 
spective. to present a more or less balanced 
view of Israel’s current reality. The programme 
was to feature speakers critical of Israeli poli- 
cy, such as journalist Thomas Friedman of The 
New York Times; Israeli professor Ehud 
Spriznak. who has been critical of Israel’s 
right-wing; and Azmi Bishara. an Arab member 
of Israel's Knesset. The programme was to 
have provided discussions of: the impact of the 
occupation of Arab land on Israeli society, 
Israel’s treatment of its Arab minority and the 
growing gulf between the Orthodox Jews and 
other elements of Israeli society. 

The response from pro-Likud Jewish groups 
was predictable. They condemned the 
Smithsonian for presenting a “one-sided nega- 
tive view" of Israel. They enlisted right-wing 
newspapers like tbe Washington Times and the 
New York Post to help "make their case. 
Furthermore, they received support from right- 
wing members of Congress like Republican 
Mike Forbes of New York who wrote to tbe 
Smithsonian threatening hearings on the mat- 
ter. Since the Smithsonian relies on congres- 
sional funding, this amounted to a si gnifi cant 
threat. 

In the end. the Smithsonian bowed to the 
pressure campaign, withdrew their co-sponsor- 
ship with the NIF and decided to redesign the 
entire programme. 

It was the NIF that first used the term “Jewish 


McCarthyism” to describe the pressure cam- 
paign against their programme. It was an 
appropriate term. McCarthyism. of course, 
refers to the infamous campaign begun by the 
Republican Senator Joseph McCarthy who ter- 
rorised Washington in the 1950s. In his 
overzealous pursuit of communists, the senator 
launched a wave of intimidation that caused 
thousands of innocent people to be blacklisted 
and persecuted. 

This same tactic of smearing one’s opponents 
and seeking to isolate and intimidate those who 
hold differing points of view has long been a 
tool used by some pro-Israel groups. They have 
used it to repress debate within the Jewish 
community, and they have used it with varying 
degrees of success against Arab Americans as 
well. 

In 1985. following the murder of Arab 
American activist Alex Odeh. T wrote to tbe 
U.S. Civil Rights Commission complaining of 
this tactic used by some U.S. Jewish groups 
against Arab Americans. 

“...These acts of violence and threats of vio- 
lence against Arab American organisations are 
but part of a larger picture of discrimination, 
harassment and intimidation. We can document 
numerous instances of active political discrim- 
ination against Arab Americans, ‘blacklisting' 
of Arab" American political activists and 
spokespersons, and efforts to ‘bait' or taint 
Arab American leaders and organisations as 
‘terrorists’ or ‘terrorist supporters.’ 

“All of these actions and practices create a 
climate in which Arab Americans become fear- 
ful of speaking freely and participating in legit- 
imate political activity. Further, these practices 
serve to embolden the political opponents of 
Arab Americans to the point where, as we have 
seen, some have escalated their opposition to 
include acts of violence against Arab 
Americans and their organisations...” 

I described this effort as a political agenda 
that had as its focus “nothing less than the total 
silencing of the Arab American community, its 
organisations and its leaders." 

Negative campaigns of this sort continued 
unabated through the early 1990s. Following 
the September 13, J 993, signing on the White 
House lawn, these attacks subsided and, for a 
while, only fringe groups from the far right 
continued to smear Arab American organisa- 


tions and their leaders. 

Now it appears the anti-Arab campaign may 
be starting over again. 

In a recent syndicated column, the former 
Executive Director of AIPAC (the pro-Israel 
lobby) Neal Sher wrote the article “Why 
Zogby 1 ‘s actions don't match his rhetoric." 

While the article pretends to be a criticism of 
my views (selectively excerpted from this 
weekly column). Sher’s real target is the White 
House which he condemns for having included 
me as a participant in a recent conference on 
Hate Crimes. Sher’s point is crystal clear — the 
White House should not invite Arab American 
leaders like me who criticise Israeli policy. 

This is the old tactic of attempting to smear 
and isolate Arab Americans, thereby denying 
us full rights as citizens. 

Sher's article was followed by another longer 
piece entitled “Israel’s Arab Detractors — 
Back Again," written by AIPAC's Director of 
Policy Analysis Michael Lewis. 

Lewis began his article “James Zogby. presi- 
dent of the Arab American Institute (A AT), and 
over the years, one of Israel’s foremost detrac- 
tors in the United States...." 

Included in the nine-page piece is the 
author’s highly biased description of 15 Arab 
American and Middle East-related organisa- 
tions. to which Lewis refuses to grant any legit- 
imacy. They are, /or him. merely anti-Israel 
vehicles. They should not be recognised or 
accepted, he argues, until they cease their criti- 
cism of the Jewish state’s policies. 

The old game is back. It is McCarthyism to 
be sure, and its targets are both Arab American 
institutions and some Jewish organisations that 
criticise Israeli policy. 

Tbe good news is that this effort, though bur- 
densome. will not succeed. The Sher article, for 
example, was criticised in writing by several 
Jewish leaders and one prominent State 
Department official. The debate over Israeli 
policy is too crucial and too vigorous to shut 
down because of threats and intimidation. 
Moreover, the divisions in the Jewish commu- 
nity are too deeply rooted to be silenced. What 
is also true is that Arab Americans have suc- 
ceeded in establishing their presence in U.S. 
politics, and while still vulnerable to attack, 
will not be isolated and silenced as they were in 
the past. 


THE ASIAN CRISIS 


Part I: Does meltdown spread? 


In this tbe first of a three-part spe- 
cial series, Cwynn e Dyer examines 
the economic, social, and political 
implications of the crisis that began 
in Asia and now threatens to involve 
the entire world. 

SEOUL — “The experience of being 
disastrously wrong is salutary," J.K 
Galbraith once remarked- “No econo- 
mist should be denied it. and not many 
are." Not now. anyway. Six months 
into the slow unravelling of the Asian 
economic miracle, nobody knows 
what comes next 

“Inflation will flare up, unemploy- 
ment rise, and numerous companies 
collapse,” warned South Korea’s pres- 
ident-elect Kim Dae-Jung on New 
Year’s Day. and all that is happening 
already — not just in South Korea, but 
in Indonesia. Thailand and the other 
ex-’tigers.* But what about other 
‘emerging markets' like Russia. India 
and Brazil? Could the contagion even 
affect mature industrial economies 
like the United States. Germany, and 
Japan? 

So far. the dykes are holding. The 
other emerging markets have paid a 
high price: Russian interest rates dou- 
bled in November to stop foreigners 
from dumping government bonds and 
sinking the rouble, and Brazil had to 
impose an austerity plan to defend the 
real’s peg to the dollar. But despite a 
wild ride in the stock markets in 
October, the other two ‘time zones' of 
the industrial world. Western Europe 
and North America, have taken no 
major hits. 

Only it’s not over yet. There is more 
bad news to come, even in countries 
where the currency has already fallen 
by half. Take Malaysia. 

Compared to places like Indonesia 
or South Korea. Malaysia is a model 
of financial probity. The banking sys- 
tem is better regulated, and unsecured 
loans and monopolies were handed 
out to the part) 1 faithful rather less 
generously: no more than a dozen men 
in the country have made over $100 
million from their connections. But as 
a local financial analyst said in Kuala 
Lumpur in November (off the record, 
of course): “Nobody knows how 
much money is under water around 
here.” 

The Malaysian stock market is 
down by 60 per cent since August, and 
a huge proportion of the cash that 
evaporated was borrowed money. 
With the end-of-year accounting peri- 
od now upon us, the banks cannot 
obey Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad's request to 'wait' on these 
debts much longer. So we will shortly 
find out whether Malaysia's hidden 
problem is big but manageable, or 
whether it is a S 10-15 billion killer 
that will force brokerage houses and 
banks to close, and trigger a new fall 
in the ringgit. 

There are land-mines like this scat- 


tered throughout the region: the best 
guess is that only about two-thirds of 
the bad news has come out yet. Worse 
yet. the remaining bad news is heavily 
concentrated in Asia's two biggest 
economies: Japan and China. 

Japan has the world's second- 
largest economy, but a financial sys- 
tem not vastly superior to South 
Korea's. In a way, it is just a super- 
Korea: during the later 1980s the big 
Japanese banks and industrial con- 
glomerates, with the encouragement 
of the state, succumbed to the same 
delusion that unlimited investment 
would produce unlimited returns, 
almost regardless of where you put iL 

Japan built new industrial capacity 
in the late 80s equal to three times the 
total capacity of France, and of course 
there was no market for it. The “bub- 
ble' burst in 1989, and since then 
Japan has had the lowest economic 
growth rare of any G-7 country. 
Japanese banks were already sitting 
on one mountain of bad debt: now the 
crisis in the ‘tigers’ has given them 
another. 

On Jan. 1 3. the finance ministry dis- 
closed that Japanese banks have three 
times the total of bad or doubtful loans 
that they had previously admitted: 
S86.3 billion in ' ■irrecoverable” or 
“high risk” loans, and another $481 
billion in “questionable" lending. 

With good luck and good manage- 
ment, Japan may squeak through once 
again. But bad luck and/or bad man- 
agement could produce a cascade of 
Japanese bank failures later this year. 
That would certainly have a global 
impact. 

So would major political upheavals 
in China, which are very likely if the 
government goes ahead with the plans 
for mass privatisation that were 
announced at the 15th Party Congress 
in September. If Beijing doesn't go 
ahead with the reforms, on the other 
hand, the economy will start to buckle 
under the weight of supporting so 
many loss-making state enterprises. 
Heads you lose, tails you lose. 

At the least, global economic confi- 
dence will probably have to withstand 
two more major shocks this year 
another big downward lurch in the 
Japanese stock market, and a devalua- 
tion of the Chinese currency. (And if 
the yuan falls. Hong Kong cannot 
avoid devaluing at the same time.) 
This promises to be exciting stuff, for 
these are far bigger economies than 
the ones whose troubles are currently 
spreading dismay around the planeL 

Japan and China-plus-Hong-Kong 
together account for one-sixth of 
world trade. If they come seriously 
unstuck, then the entire world is head- 
ing into a major recession. (The editor 
says not to use the d-word.) But even 
if full-scale panic does not spread 
beyond Asia, the net impact of the 
Asian crisis on the rest of (he world 
will not be small. 


Barring full-scale global market , 
meltdown, the non- Asian countries ' 
will probably carry on much as usual 
economically for the next six months. 
Then, as the full impact of Asia's dif- 
ficulties feed into the global economy, 
they will start to come seriously off 
the curve in the second half, with 
falling growth and rising unemploy- 
ment all round. 

That will be unpleasant for every- 
one, but nothing like the level of pain 
that eastern Asia will be experiencing 
by then. There have been a million 
jobs lost in greater Jakarta (pop. 16 
million) in the past six months, as 16 
banks were shut down and construc- 
tion cranes halted throughout the met- 
ropolitan area. At least a million more 
jobs will disappear in the capital alone 
this year, and between five and 10 mil- 
lion more in the rest of the archipel- 
ago. 

South Korea saw 15.000 business 
failures last year, but that's not a patch 
on the likely casualty toll for 1998. 
Much has been made of the ‘market 
for the formerly rich* in cast-central 
Bangkok, where Thais with cash-flow 
problems can sell off the second 
BMW to cover the servants’ salaries, 
but the real pain is among the millions 
of ‘formerly just getting by' who now 
literally have to eat less. If this is a rite 
of passage, it’s one hell of a lough one. 

It probably is a rite of passage, in 
both the psychological and the struc- 
tural senses. The boundless optimism 
and naive arrogance of the 'miracle' 
years were bound to end in tears. The 
cronyism, cheap credit and lax regula- 
tion that fuelled the Asian investment 
mania of the past five years was not a 
system that could cany these coun- 
tries into the promised land of full 
industrial status. 

Now. in a region awash with goods 
for which there is no market, buildings 
with no tenants, and banks without 
money, they must build new financial 
structures that will meet the standards 
of their new master, the IMF. That 
means changing their whole ‘Asian 
way* approach to doing business. 

"The IMF is asking them to change 
not just their economy, but their cul- 
ture,” said David Roche, formerly 
with Morgan Stanley and now presi- 
dent of London-based Independent 
Strategy. But with bail-outs on the 
order of $17 billion (Thailand). $23 
billion (Indonesia ), and at least $57 
billion for South Korea, the IMF — or 
rather its owners, the industrialised 
countries — now calls the tune, and 
the locals must dance to it even if they 
hate it. 

Indeed, plenty of people in the 
region (Malaysia’s Mahathir 
Mohamad and the militant South 
Korean trade unions, to name but two) 
suspect that the whole crisis was engi- 
neered by the West to sabotage rising 
Asian competition, and to" facilitate 
foreign take-overs of local firms. 


The foreign take-overs are certainly 
happening: Thailand's 91 finance 
companies and 15 banks will be down 
to around 10 of each by late 1998. 
estimates Neil Saker. head of regional 
economic research at SocGen-Crosby 
Securities in Singapore — and “out- 
side the top four banks, they will all be 
foreign-controlled.” But Asian com- 
petitiveness in export markets is actu- 
ally sharpening as a result of the sleep 
devaluation of most of the region's 
currencies. 

Why, then, have the advanced 
economies come up with so much 
money to bail out the former Asian 
‘tigers’? Pure self-interest. These 
Asian economies are big enough, and 
linked closely enough to the rich 
countries by trade and investment, 
that their misfortunes can drag the rich 
down too. So they must be rescued — 
whereas really poor countries don't 
count at all. and can be left to starve. 

The unfolding of the first big ‘post- 
global’ economic crisis highlights two 
problems that were covered up or 
wished away in the early enthusiasm 
for globalisation. The first is that it's a 
pretty selective globalisation. 

It took the rMF just two weeks to 
drum up $57 billion in emergency 
loans for 45 million South Koreans 
(whose average wages are about equal 
to those in Britain). It has taken the 
IMF most of this decade to get a ten- 
tative agreement on less than $10 bil- 
lion worth of debt relief for hundreds 
of millions of very poor people in the 
‘Highly Indebted Poor Countries': 
places like Mozambique, where debt 
service amounts to double the com- 
bined health and education budgets. 
‘The market’ worries about stability, 
but it doesn't give a damn about the 
sufferings of mere people. 

The second, seriously frightening 
revelation is that the global economy, 
having evolved without a plan, is a 
tightly inter-linked but almost com- 
pletely unregulated system. 
Disturbances propagate through the 
system in ways both rapid and unfore- 
seen: who would have guessed that 
the problems of some Indonesian 
pseudo-banks owned by relatives and 
cronies of President Suharto could 
shake Western stock exchanges? It 
turns out that the global market, like 
other markets, does not automatically 
seek stability, and is perfectly capable 
of spinning out of control. Over 70 
years ago. just before the last Great 
Depression. John Maynard Keynes 
wrote: “I think that Capitalism, wisely 
managed, can be made more efficient 
for attaining economic ends than any 
alternative system yet in sight, but that 
in itself it is in many ways extremely 
objectionable." 

The free market has triumphed 
worldwide, but now corues the task of 
figuring out how to survive the victo- 
ry. The global economy awaits its 
Keynes. 



doomed by 
natural 
causes 


IN THIS day and age. it 
is ridiculous that people 
have to join a union 
before they’re allowed a 
living. It is even more 
ridiculous that only one 
union per profession is 
allowed to exist. What if 
I don’t want Saif Al 
Sharif or his buddies 
safeguarding my future 
or making a speech on 
my behalf? If I bad been 
an engineer, what if I 
did not want a hero, 
dead or alive, for my 
president? 

No problem! It is only 
a matter of time before 
commune-style manda- 
tory belonging is abol- 
ished in the Kingdom. 
Hopefully, just like all 
other public sector 
enterprises, syndicates 
would be privatised and 
allowed to compete. At 
one point in our life- 
time, we may even wit- 
ness attractive newspa- 
per advertising such as: 
Normalise by Joining 
Us! We put a fountain 
pen in your hand — -The 
General Union For High 
Life Journalists. Next to 
it would be another , 
attention grabber: Join , 
Us by Normalising! We f 
put bread and peanut j 
butter on your wife's lap 
— The Association for 
Deserving Journalists. 
At that time, one could | 
even choose not to join, 
either and still write for i 
a foreign publication;. 
Salameh Ne'matt 
included. 

Even though I believe 
that forcing profession- 
als into a uniform entity 
is sort of backwards 
after the fall of the 
Soviet Union. 1 never- 
theless call upon law 
changers not to scrap the 
concept altogether, but 
instead exercise selec- 
tive Stalinism. or 
American style double- 
standard hegemony, uo 
difference. 

In 1572, when 
Elizabeth was calling all 
the shots in England, 
unlicensed beggars 14 
or older were flogged on 
tbe first offence and 
executed on the second. 

I suggest a mandatory 
Beggars Union instead 
of licensing. The con- 
cept is not as ancient as 
one might think, it was 
the norm in Europe only 
a few hundred years 
back! 

Once beggars would 
have to join a union to 
make a living, they are 
destined to win a presi- 
dent who would take it 
upon himself to negoti- 
ate on their behalf and 
make speeches. Good 
grounds for congenital 
heart disease. 

In addition, if it is true 
that beggars are volun- 
tary criminals, they 
would most likely break 
the law by soliciting 
without a union card. 
Good cause for punish- 
ment. Beggars, who 
think into the future and 
choose to wave a union 
card in the face of 
authority, would have to 
go on strike every other 
month in protest of arbi- 
trary regulatory mea- 
sures. Because they are 
not proletariat in any 
way or form (unlike 
journalists. engineers 
and government offi- 
cials) their income 
would collapse dramati- 
cally, and the whole pro- 
fession would become 
unworthy of having to 
attend rallies, Ramadan 
iftar banquets and fight- 
ing for their right to 
walk the streets freely. 
Good cause for extinc- 
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Petra papyrus scrolls suggest trans-millennial 
cultural and linguistic continuity in south Jordan 
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This feature is the second of a three-part 
series on the analysis of the papyrus scrolls 
that were discovered in 1993 among the 
remains of a 6th Century Byzantine church 
in Petra. 

By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordon Times 

DR- ROBERT Daniel, an American papyrolo- 
risl who has been working on the Pelra scrolls 
with the University of Michigan mam since 
1996. has spent the last several months at the 
American Center of Oriental Research in 
Amman analysing the texts of some scrolls, 
and working with Jordanian colleagues to 
interpret the material. He has collaborated 
closely with Omar al-Ghul, a Semitic philolo- 
gy expert and assistant professor in the Depart- 
ment of Epigraphy at Yarmouk University, for 
the analysis of names and words: and with 
Han't Alt Falahat, assistant inspector of antiqui- 
ties at Petra, for the identification of places in 
the Petra region that may still bear the same 
names dial are mentioned in the Byzantine 
scroll texts. 

The analysis and publication phase of the 
u-oric on the scrolls is under way, conducted 
jointly by teams from the University of Michi- 
gan and the University of Helsinki, headed 
respectively by Dr. Ludwig Koenen and Dr. 
Jaakfco Frosen. Over 22 international scholars 
have worked on the translation and analysis of 
the texts. 

Perhaps the most interesting papyrus roll in 
the Michigan collection. Dr. Daniel says, is 
roll 10. named Papyrus Petra Kiiaied and Suha 
Sbonian after its "adoptive parents.” It is a 
division of property among three brothers. 
Bassus, Epiphanios, and Sabinus, grandsons of 
a certain Bassus who appears in other texts. 
The scroll was skillfully and very profession- 
ally produced. Dr. Daniel said, "probably by a 
symbolaiographos who was a combination of 
scribe and legal expert." 

The scroll is noteworthy for several reasons: 
the information it provides about ancient soci- 
ety and legal practices in Petra, about the 
nature of the wealth of the families in question, 
about the personal, names used, and about the 
names used for places and for buildings, hous- 
es and parts of houses. The place names and 
the' names for buildings and pans of buildings 
consist for the most pan of Arabic words and 
names that were written in Greek letters. Since 
the documents are all from the 6th century, 
they thus provide rare evidence of pre-lslamic 
Arabic. The texts also strikingly document the 
continuity in some, place names in the Petra 


region from the 6th century until today. 

The property being divided among the three 
brothers in scroll 10 (mostly houses, apart- 
ments. and small pieces of land) was located in 
severaj distinct areas — land in the countryside 
including land in a rural area called Ogbana, 
dwellings in a village called Serif and 
dwellings in the city of Petra. Two of the three 
brothers inherit slaves, though the family's 
extensive wealth mainly comprised immovable 
property, such as vineyards, sown land, and 
housing complexes with orchards. 

Enduring names 

Some of the ancient place names mentioned 
in the scrolls have been associated with sites 
that have the same or very similar names today. 
Roll I (J mentions places called cl-Rafida, Math 
el-Louza and Agiath, which may be the sites 
located five kilometres north of Petra now- 
known as el-Rafid, Umm Lou/a, and Agia. 
The place called al-Bassu in die scroll is the 
area in Wadi Musa still known as el-Bassa. a 
verdant, well watered region with gardens, 
orchards and small fields. The site called "Kaf- 
fat el-Auauer” in the scrolls is very likely the 
place near Wadi Musa known today as Kaffet 
el-Hawawer, a broad shelf on a terraced slope 
cultivated with fields and orchards. The earth 
there has much limestone and is of a w'hitish 
colour (providing a linguistic link with the 
ancient town of Auara. now called Humcinia. 
in south Jordan, which a Byzantine writer said 
means “w'hiie” in Arabic). Another site called 
"Bir umm el-Khapha” in the scroll may be (he 
plaee today knowm as Umm el-Khaffa, more 
specifically that pan of it called Juweirat Umm 
el-Khaffa (“pit of the mother of disappear- 
ances” according to residents of Wadi Musa), a 
place north w'est of Wadi Musa with a pit and 
w'ell in the middle of it. 

"The linguistic and cultural continuity in the 
Petra region that we have been able to docu- 
ment in the scrolls is striking.” Dr. Daniel said 
in an interview with the Jordan Times, "for it 
spans a period of aJmost a millennium and a 
half.” 

Tribes and houses 

Roll 10 mentions an area called "Ogbana” or 
“Ogbanoi.” The papyrus does not call it a vil- 
lage, and fields (not houses) were to be found 
in it. So the name must have been used for a 
rural area. 

The name is probably to be connected with 
that of the ‘Uqba tribe that once lived in that 
area. The "Beni ‘Uqba” tribe was mentioned 




Dr. Robert W. Daniel of the University of 
Michigan scrolls team examines a 
papyrus scroll from the 1993 discovery 
in Petra (photo by Patricia Bikai) 

for the Petra region (Shobak in specific) in the 
Arabic language chronicle by Nuwairi, which 
describes the trip from Cairo to this area by the 
Mamluke Sultan Baibars in 1276. Now that 
roll 10 has come to light one may posit the 
presence of the ‘Uqba tribe in the Petra - 
Shobuk area from the sixth to at leasi the 13th 
centuries. 

The scrolls provide interesting new- informa- 
tion about houses or parts of houses. One ref- 
erence to a house named "Baith al-Kellar” 
probably means "House of Storage”, or 
"House of the Keeper of the Storehouse" (or. 
the steward). Dr. Daniel said. 

"Kellar” is not a Semitic word: it may be a 
loan-word in pre-lslamic Arabic from the Latin 
word "eellarius” or "cellarium.” derived from 
the root "cclla” meaning cell tv room. Another 
house mentioned in roll 10 is said io have an 
upper chamber, called "Eiliath Alebous.” Dr. 
Daniel said this term “is almost certainly .Ara- 
bic for ‘the upper chamber of Alebous', with 
‘Alebous* being an old Arabic and Nabataean 
name.” 

One reference mentions a “Beit el-Menam” 
(“house of sleep”), with bedrooms, upper quar- 
ters, balconies, a forecourt, stables, a gate, 
stairways and other facilities — a likely refer- 
ence to an ancient caravanserai or hostelry. The 
“Darat el-Tbud” (“house of the worshippers”) 


mentioned in the text is thought to refer to a 
complex of buildings that served a religious 
function, perhaps u convent or cloisters: since 
it had passed into private possession, it must 
have lost its religious function by the time of 
the writing of the scroll in the 6th century. Dr. 
Daniel said. 

As has been mentioned, a noteworthy aspect 
of the papyrus texts is that districts, fields, 
orchards, houses, and even parts of houses 
have Greek transcriptions of Semitic, mostly 
Arabic or Aramaic, names. At times the Semit- 
ic terms even help with the understanding of 
Greek terms. For instance, a rare and puzzling 
Greek word which literally means "dry gar- 
den” has been the object of speculation since it 
turned up some 40 years ago in a papyrus from 
Nessana in the Naqab (Negev) desert. The 
word appears now in roll 10 where ‘janna’ is 
its Arabic equivalent. So one may conclude 
that a "dry garden” in Greek is a shady tree- 
garden (called ‘dry’ because it does not need to 
be watered). In Petra, it is close to the houses, 
providing them with shade, in Nessana. it is 
just to the south of a village. According to Dr. 
Daniel, we now can also understand the mean- 
ing of the dry garden attested for ancient Con- 
stantinople. Sources mention one or two 
churches as being in this dry garden. It was 
probably the ancient equivalent of a shady city 
park. Dr. Daniel points to this as just one 
example of many ways that the Petra papyri 
may shed light on details in the ancient world 
in quite unexpected ways. 

Sparking further research 

Professor Omar al-Ghul of Yarmouk Univer- 
sity told the Jordan Times that the evidence of 
the use of Arabic in the 6th century' AD, espe- 
cially in scroll 10, is a major new' find that will 
contribute significantly to our understanding 
of the development of .Arabic in pre-lslamic 
times. The few known inscriptions in “early 
Arabic” from before the 7th century are most- 
ly in Aramaic or Nabataean scripts, and now 
the new material, even though it is in Greek, 
provides a valuable new body of knowledge 
about the Arabic language of die 6th century. 

“The scrolls add to our know ledge of Semit- 
ic languages in general, including Aramaic. 
Nabataean and Arabic.” he said, “but they are 
also particularly important for revealing the 
existence of a clear scribal tradition at Petra in 
the 6th century that included knowledge of 
Arabic philology. We do not know the identity 
of the writers of the scrolls, but they obviously 
were well versed in writing Arabic, even if 
they were using Greek letters.” 


This raises other issues. Dr. al-Ghul said, 
such as the identity of the scribes. Were they 
Arabs writing in Greek, or HelJenised people 
with a good knowledge of Arabic? Or perhaps 
they represent a mixed culture w'ith both Greek 
and Arab components? 

Dr. al-Ghul will conrinue his research on the 
texts in the coming years, including prepara- 
tion of the texrs for final publication. 

Documenting the Petra region 

In the Petra region itself. Assistant Inspector 
of Anuquities Hani Ali Falahat has been work- 
ing closely with Dr. Daniel on identifying cur- 
rent names for areas, fields and settlements in 
the Petra region, and comparing these with 
names in the scrolls. 

"About 20 names of cities, villages, places 
and fields in the scrolls seem to correspond to 
names still in use today.” he told the Jordan 
Times in an interview, “and others yet may 
turn up. he added. The information in the 
scrolls has prompted the team to launch an 
ongoing research project to document the 
names of all plots of lands and natural features 
in the greater Petra region, especially by 
recording information, names, traditions and 
stories thar are only available from some of the 
very old people in the area.” 

Mr. Falahat explained thar every small rural 
area has a name, usually based on its use or its 
natural features: of the smaller place names, 
maybe as many as five per cent of what one 
finds in the papyri may correspond with place 
names still in use today. Other place names 
will have changed in the course of time, and 
many other place names have started to go out 
of use in recent decades, as people continue to 
shift away from agriculture and livestocking as 
their main economic activities. In order to pre- 
serve for posterity what still is there, Mr. Fala- 
hat has documented over 1,200 names to date, 
and more are being added every week. He has 
also expanded his research to include the doc- 
umentation of words and names associated 
with social traditions, such as cooking and 
baking methods, the use of incense, and visits 
to sacred trees and local shrines. 

“One of the fascinating things we have dis- 
covered in this research is the very close nature 
of the links between social traditions here and 
in southern Palestine, especially in the Beer 
Sabe’ (Bersheeba) area,” he said. “Even the 
names used for plots of land are very similar or 
identical, which is not surprising in view of 
what we have been able to document about the 
close political and cultural ties that have 
always linked the people of the two areas.” 


WHERE TO GO THIS WEEKEND 


Roaming about desert castles, birdwatching and checking on industry 


This feature is the fifth 
in a series providing 
information on the less 
frequented parts of the 
Kingdom. Geography 
teacher Richard Tanner 
leads the reader through 
the major points of 
interest 

LEAVE AMMAN travel- 
ling south on the Desert 
Highway and rake the 
main road for Azraq. Pass 
the experimental farms 
around Muwaqqar where 
desert cultivation is being 
tried and the turnoff for 
Mi’shash where the 
Uayyads succeeded 1300 
years ago, then suddenly 
see Qasr Al Kharanah 
appear like a mirage in 
(he sandy desert. Built 
circa 710 AD. it looks 
defensive till you realise 
no arrows could have 
been fired from its slits. 
Enter through the single 
high gateway, use your 
torch *to see the stables 
below, and the tine plaster 
work above. before 
emerging onto the 
restored'roof to view the 
desert, including the 
Stone Age site on the fruit 
hills to the south. 

Another 15 kilometres 
brings you to the second 
Umayyad “castle.” Qasr 
Amra.' Notice (he open 
wadi nearby, which some- 
limes floods, providing 
water for these baths from 
the deep stone-lined well. 
Enter the bammam and 
use your torch to pick out 
the frescoes: the hunting 
scene, the pornography, 
the day-to-day crafts, the 
kings, the steam room 
and the celestial map. 
Wander west along Wadi 
Butin, where you’ll find 
birds among the butin 
(pistachio) trees and 
maybe spot eagles in win- 
ter. 

After 20 kilometres 
more, bear right at the 
Zarqa- Azraq junction, 
past the camel warning 
signs and solar-powered 
emergency phones to the 
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saltworks and the view 
over Azraq marshes. 
Occasionally blue alter 
winter rains. Azraq has 
been pumped virtually 
^ — ihe oasis has 
moved 100 kilometres 
west to Amman! At Azraq 
Junction. turn right 
(south) through Azraq 
Shishan with its truckers’ 
food stalls — Saudi Ara- 
bia their next stop — and 
turn right after five kilo- 
metres for Shawman 
Wildlife Reserve. After 
another five kilometres, 
you reach a clump of 
trees and the reserve. 


established by the Royal 
Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature (RSCN). 
There’s a small natural 
history' museum, ostrich, 
onager and gazelle nearby 
and oryx in the distance, 
viewable from the plat- 
form. Enjoy a picnic 
under rhe trees or even 
camp by prior arrange- 
ment with the RSCN. 

Return to Azraq Junc- 
tion and continue north to 
the Druze village of 
Azraq where, among the 
basalt houses, you’ll find 
a real castle. Built at this 
edge of the Roman 


Empire (300 AD) and re- 
used by Umayyads. 
rebuilt by Ayyubids (1250 
AD) and’ re-used by King 
Faisal and T.E. Lawrence 
in the 1917 campaign. 
Azraq Castle shows what 
time and the 1927 eanh- 
quake have left: a fine 
entrance, solid basalt 
doors, stables and other 
buildings. If you have a 
four-wheel drive vehicle, 
you can drive around the 
northern side of the wet- 
land reserve to spot 
wildlife or migratory 
birds, but usually it's bar- 
ren dried mud. Efforts are 


being made to restore two 
ponds and build a new 
rest house. Returning 
towards Azraq Junction, 
you've a choice between 
the Hunter Hotel and the 
government rest house for 
lunch or an overnight 
stay. 

Return towards Amman 
and this time take the 
Azraq road. though 
beware the giant tankers 
bustling back towards 
Iraq for more supplies for 
our oil refinery outside 
Azraq. This is the black 
desert, the final outpour- 
ings of Jaba! Al Arab. 


After 50 kilometres, as 
you are leaving the basalt, 
the road swings left and 
you want right (north) for 
Haliabat. Pass Hallabat es 
Sharki and bear left for 
Hammam Sarkh. another 
Umayyad bath-house, 
from which you can see 
Qasr Hallabat high on the 
ridge to the west. Once a 
Roman fort (200 AD), 
then a monastery (600 
AD) and re-fortified by 
the Umayyads, Qasr Haf- 
Iabat stands guard over 
the valley to the north. 
Follow the signs and 
don't miss either the 12th 


century mosque or the 
cisterns outside the walls. 

Continue west along the 
road passing through sev- 
eral villages to the old 
Zarqa-Mafraq road. Turn 
left and. if you want to 
see Jordan’s oil refinery 
and check for birds at 
Khirber es Samra ponds, 
follow the signs for Zarqa 
(or the oil tankers), turn 
right (north) at the main 
crossroads before the 
town for Hashimiya. 
You'll see (and smell) the 
oil refinery and power 
station and. in the centre 
of Hashimiya, turn right 


for Samra lands. After 
climbing for five kilome- 
tres. you’ll reach the bar- 
rier where, if you explain 
you’re bird- watching, 

you’ll gain access. The 
smell is not pleasant but, 
if you‘re lucky, you may 
spot some unusual 
birdlife. 

Return either to the 
Zarqa by-pass or struggle 
through the crowded town 
towards Ruseifeh, the ear- 
liest phosphate mine, now 
closed in favour of richer 
deposits away from town 
in central and southern 
Jordan, and Amman. 
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Officials, economists prefer 
postponing issuance of Jordan 
bonds until markets stabilise 



By Issam Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Officials 
here ruled out the pos- 
sibility that the gov- 
ernment might issue 
$100 million worth of 
sovereign bonds soon, 
while banking sources 
anticipated that the 
bonds will be issued in 
April. 

A senior official, 
however, said it would 


be useful to postpone 
the issuance of these 


bonds, adding that 
there will be no harm 
in waiting until prices 
in international mar- 
kets stabilise. 

The sources added 
that Jordan is not in a 
pressing situation to 
sell these bonds now. 

Walid Irsheid. 

issuance director and 
manager of the French 
Societe GeneraJe 

office in Amman , 
expressed support for 
the idea of postponing 
the issuance oi these 


bonds, saying that 
many countries have 
previously postponed 
similar issuance. 

However, he stressed 
that the issuance has 
not been cancelled but 
will take place when 
international trading 
circumstances imp- 
rove. 

LIBOR interest rates 
have increased signifi- 
cantly in London and 
that puts additional 
interest rates, ranging 
between two and three 
per cent, on borrow- 
ers. 

As a preferred client 
for the London banks, 
where the bonds will 
be floated. Jordan 
could have secured 
prices which are high- 
er by 1-1.5 per cent 
above the LIBOR 
prices. 

Commenting on the 
issuance of the bonds, 
a prominent Jordanian 
economist said that 
countries with huge 
economies are resort- 


ing to such issuance 
while many countries, 
like Jordan, has post- 
poned the issuance of 
such bonds because 
they will incur high 
costs if they do it at a 
time when prices are 
not stable. 

The economist said 
it will take a long time 
before the interest 
rates go back to nor- 
mal. 

Banking sources 
anticipate that situa- 
tions in international 
markets will stabilise 
within the next two or 
three months and sug- 
gested that bonds be 
floated in April. 

They anticipate that 
Jordan will gain a 
profit of 30 per cent if 
the bonds are floated 
in ordinary circum- 
stances when prices 
stabilise in interna- 
tional markets. 
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Non-resident workers must 
pay 10 per cent income tax 


By Iyad WaqE 

Spelcol to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — Income Tax 
Department General 

Manager Mansour Had- 
dadin Tuesday said that 
the prime ministers com- 
munique to cut 10 per 
cent of the salaries of 
non-resident workers 


achieves tax justice. 

“The 10 percent is not a 
final percentage as anoth- 
er 1.5 per cent fine will be 
imposed on the non-resi- 
dents’ monthy income if 
they fail to pay on time ” 
Mr. Haddadin said . 

Mr Haddadin 

explained: “Jordanians 

are considered residents 


if they reside in the King- 
dom for 120 days during 
a year or, even if they arc 
recruited at government 
institutions.” 

He added that as for 
non-Jordanians, they are 
considered residents if 
they reside in the King- 
dom for 183 days during 
a year. 


Egypt pursues gas export deals 


CAIRO (R) — Oil Minister 
Hamdi El-Banbi says Egypt 
would like to export gas to its 
neighbours, but will focus on 
its burgeoning home market 
if the price is not right 
He told Reuters in an inter- 
view this week that separate 
schemes to export gas to 
Turkey. Jordan, the" Gaza 
Strip and Libya were under 
discussion, bin pricing had 
not been agreed 
‘‘We require a certain 
price,” he said without dis- 
closing Egypt’s pricing for- 
mula. “If we do not get it, we 
will not export because we do 
not need to export" 

Mr. Banbi said domestic 
gas demand was expected to 
grow 50 per cent in the next 
two or three years. 

Egypt which now pro- 
duces about 1.6 billion cubic 
feet (45.7 million cubic 
metres') a day of gas, was 
planning gradually to convert 
power, cement steel, fertilis- 
er and other industries to gas, 
be said. 

The use of gas by domestic 
consumers and in die form of 
compressed natural gas for 
vehicles would also grow. 

A gas pipeline would reach 
the city of Beni Suef, 1 30 kra 


south of Cairo, by March. A 
memorandum of understand- 
ing (MoU) had been signed 
with British Gas and Italy's 
Edison to extend it to Assiuu 
90 kilometres further south. 

Expanding domestic use of 
gas had important environ- 
mental benefits and was easi- 
er than exporting it Mr. 
Banbi said 

Egypt’s gas reserves, now 
about 32 trillion cubic feet, 
were expected to grow as 
deep-water drilling in the 
Mediterranean gets under 
way over the next two years, 
he said Oil reserves stood at 
about three billion barrels 
and had been declining. 

Mr. Banbi said the first gas 
export scheme to materialise 
might be one to supply a 
power plant to be built in 
Gaza by Agip Spa. an affiliate 
of Italy’s Eni Spa, for the 
Palestinian Authority. 

“It requires a small amount 
of gas which we can spare, 
maybe something in the 
region of 150 million cubic 
feet a day. which we can 
accommodate very quickly,” 
the minister said 

The state-owned Egyptian 
General Petroleum Corp. 
signed an Moll in 1996 to 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 


A leading travel agency in Amman is 
seeking to. employ (female / male) staff : 


Inbound Travel & Tourism 


Self motivated 
Hard working 
Dedicated 

Willing to work long hours 
Good command of English 
Word & Excel knowledge 
[Experience is a plus 
Other languages are a plus 


{Ticketing & Reservation 


Self motivated 

Hard Working 

Good command of English 

Min. 3 yrs experience 

Presentable 

Outgoing personality 

Dedicated 


Serious candidates kindly send C. V. & recent photo to : 

Career Opportunity 
pis. specify (Inbound Or Ticketing) 
P.O. Box 640 
Amman 11118 


sell Turkey’s state-owned 
Betas about 10 billion cubic 
metres of liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) a year. 

Amoco Corp. of the United 
States and SNAM. the LNG 
arm of ENI, each have a 45 
per cent stake in the project. 

Mr. Banbi said a committee 
had completed work on tech- 
nical aspects and financial 
aspects were “about to be 
finalised.” 

He said developing 
Mediterranean gas fields for 
the project would cost about 
$2 billion, with an LNG plant 
and pipeline expected to cost 
another $2 billion. Foreign 
firms would finance all die 
upstream development and 
about 90 per cent of the rest 

“We have the (LNG plant) 
site ready and we are ready to 
go as soon as the final terms 
are agreed,” Mr. Banbi 
declared. 

Another scheme would 
deliver 200 to 250 million 
cubic feet of gas a day to Jor- 
dan for a pipeline project' 
involving Amoco, Belgium's 
Tractebel and private Jordan- 
ian companies. 

Banbi said Egypt was also 
studying the possibility of 
exporting gas to Libya tor 
planned power and desalina- 
tion plants in Western areas. 
In return, Egypt would 
import Libyan crude oil for 
refining in the northern city 
of Alexandria. 

The minister said ihe„idea 
would be to export 300 to 
350 million cubic feet a day 
to Libya and import 100,000 
to 150,000 bpd of Libyan oil, 
but modalities had not been 
agreed. 

A barter arrangement was a 
possible alternative to con- 
ventional sales. Another was 
a swap whereby Libya would 
export to Italy the same 
amount of gas it received 
from Egypt 

Banbi said Egypt was ready 
to sign 12 exploration agree- 
ments for a total of $22 1 mil- 
lion of investment after get- 
ting 29 bids in September. 
The deals call for 65 explo- 
ration wells and cover a total 
50,000-square-Kilometre 
(18,750 square miles). 


THE Daily Crossword Ecfitocf by Hfeyne Robert WBSams 


ACROSS 
1 Disfigurement 
5 French pronoun 
9 Venetian-blind 
strips 

14 One of Hamtefs 
choices 

T5 Letters 

16 MTV play 

17 Woe Is mel 

18 Rartiafify 

19 Cated it ofl 

20 Marry someone 
much younger 

23 Captured 

24 Student's 
pieces 

28 Ingrid in 
"Casablanca* 

30 hafian fresco 
painter 

31 Arcing tee shat 
34 Cartoon deputy 

36 CSA boy 

37 Potential 

code fondants 

41 Actress 
UBrnann 

42 Low tat 

43 Norse gods 

44 Angeh 1 home 
47 Brief time 

spans briefly 

49 Mortise 
insertions 

50 Pyramus 1 low 
54 Get raves fora 

bit part 
58 Verbalize 

61 Meat cut 

62 Hfrsch sitcom 

63 WeB worker 

64 Writer Morrison 

65 Moran of 
"Happy Days* 

66 Requirements 

67 Energy cartel, 
in brief 

66 Bel tone 
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By C-F. Murray 
La Jofla, CA 


DOWN 

1 HeacSners 

2 Intestine 


7 Whopper 
pedefler 

8 "Bom Free" 
lioness 

9 Gmcefuly 
slender 

10 Roster ki order 

11 Seymore 

12 Golf gadget 

13 Grassy ground 

21 Ms. Gurley 
Brown 

22 Condescend to 

_ ° h "- 

25 Day m the 

movies 

26 Varnish 

tngreefert 

27 Temperate 

29 Relevant Latin 

30 Two of a Mod 

31 Wet impact 

32 Cteo, the ringer 

33 Ernie the auto 



□□BUG LdHSBS QES 
HQHH0GQD aannQG 


SEC 


SWAN 


CTHDQB GHBDHnaBEIH 
■HHQDQ DDEIS 

□□□□□ QQH 


n 

Kim 

B 

□□ 


1 


R A 


lLHHJ 


tan 


\mi 


3 Adtfs^Eth. 

4 Limit 

5 Fixes info a 
surrounding 
mass 

6 Ncn-ctaric 


35 Comparison 
phrase 

38 Beethoven’s 
■Fur ■ 

38 Hidden supply 


40 Put up a fight 

45 Threw the party 

46 Penetrates 
48 Member of a 

cultural minority 

51 Puppeteer 
Lewis 

52 Attack from aB 
sides 


53 .LA or Jock 

55 Choo- voice 

56 Pro yamm i ng 
repetition 

57 Prong 

58 "Donfcoy and 


59 Deadock 

60 Pub prefe re nce 


Peanuts 


THE FAMOUS WORLD WAR I 
IFLYIN6 ACE LOOKS LONELY.. 



WOULD IT HELP IF I HELD 

ms paoj for Awhile? 


ZC 


m 





jAndy Capp 



IMutt’n’Jeff 



Fon, DON’T BE 5001 
A SKIN FLINT.' LET 
HAVE IT/ 




HOROSCOPE 


FO RECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 1998 
By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You could be impatient today. 
Someone else insists on checking out all aspects before pro- 
ceeding. You're also getting a lor of attention, so this is good. 
Go ahead and urge people to make up their minds, but don’t be 
dismayed if it ties them a while. It might be the end of the 
week before you get a decision on your proposal. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You want one thing and an 
older person wants another this morning. A friend is willing to 
take your side, but it won’t be an easy partnership. Your ally has 
a hidden agenda. Better find out what it is ahead of time. You 
might decide to accept the boss’s difficult, challenging offer 
after all. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21; You have to do some things you 
don’t like, or even approve of. Don’t do anything illegal or 
immoral. If you’d just rather do something else, that doesn’t 
count as an excuse. What’s bothering you the most could a co- 
worker who rubs you the wrong way. You can put up with that 
a while longer. Keep your overall objective in mind. 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) You’re going into an area 
you’re not too sure about That's OK. You have important peo- 
ple on your side, and you've been studying and gening organ- 
ised lately. Present your ideas to a person who’s a tittle intimi- 
dating. He or she won’t be able to help but see your logic. Don’t 
wait The chances of success are best this morning. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) You may feel tike you're march- 
ing in place. Nothing seems to be getting done. Actually, you're 
probably maldng a lot of minor decisions as you work up to big 
one. Be patient. Listen to everybody’s ideas. By the time you 
get this worked out, you’ll have something you can all live with 
for years. That’s the objective, anyway. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You always like to per- 
form flawlessly, but somebody’s just thrown you a curve. This 
person wants things done differently than the way you’re used 
to. This doesn’t have to create a breakdown, but it could mean 
a tittle extra effort on your part. That's OK You have the time 
to figure it out and practice. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22 ) There’s some financial 
situation io be dealt with. There also seems to be pressure on a 
partner of yours. To help, you could offer to pay for more of the 
household expenses. That would not only ease the tension, but 
make you stronger and more self-assured. And it would be a 
nice thing to do. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) There could be a 
conflict first thing this morning. Somebody at home doesn't 
want to do what you told him or here to. Thai could be one of 
your children, your spouse or a relative. It could even be a dog 
or caL At any rate, that person will be feistier than usual. Don't 
worry. You will eventually triumph. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 1 ) You’ve been 
learning new information lately. The problem is that you don't 
quite have it down yet You still have to do things the old way 
until the new way goes into effect If that sounds confusing, 
you’re right But you’ll probably see this played out in your life 
today. Just do die best you cari.''’’’’ 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to‘Jdnuary20) Several of your 
friends will be there to help today if you need them. It looks like 
you have a big project going, and that’s great. Don’t try to do it 
all by yourself, however. Accept the help of your friends and 
your chances of success improve considerably. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) There is adefinite 
attraction between Aquarius and Scorpio. It often shows up in 
romantic relationships. If you’re in one now. watch ouL Thai 
person is going to want to tell you what to do. .And if you’re 
really wise, you’ll go along with the programme. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) One of your biggest prob- 
lems is that you tend to get frozen up. Sometimes you just can't 
think what to do. That’s less likely to happen today. And if 
you've got a calm Scorpio in your life, this would be a good day 
to ask for money. An idea Ire or she has could help you gain 
fame and fortune. Time to collaborate. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 
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“Mom, I’m going over my childhood 
medical records. Did you ever 
have me vaccinated for cooties?" 


THAT SCRAMBLES WORD SAME 
by Henri Arnold and MHm ArgMen 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


Sign hem end its yours 


WOYLL 

CQ 




VAYEH 

- i-A / 


NOISOP 

= n 



n 



r ENGALT 


1 

wmmm 
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WHAT THE 
&ACHELOR GOT 
WHEN HE 

BOUGHT A HOUSE. 


Now arrange the circled letter* to 
to”" the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here; A 


cxmmxn 


'fosterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

'JJrttofoa: MOUND CARGO FLEECE OFFSET 

WMJM daman/ dnler gave the customer - 
A GEM OF AN OFFER 
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Business & Finance 



Jordan Times, Wednesday, January 21, 1998 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 

Bataineh: 86 per cent of JIC investments are 
in the potash , phosphate and cement firms 


** THE JORDAN Investment Corpora- 
tion (JIC), the government's arm that han- 
dles state investments, has equity worth 
JDI50 million at book, value in about 55 
companies, JIC Director General 
Mohammad Bataineh has said. The gov- 
ernment investments in the potash, phos- 
phate and cement companies represent S6 
per cent of the total amount mentioned 
while the remaining 14 per cent is spread 
over the other 52 firms. 

Mr. Bataineh said the government did 
not participate in the selling of potash 
shares on the international market 
because it found that the timing was not 
appropriate in light of the collapses in 
financial markets, especially in South 
East Asia. "We support the drive but wc 
hoped there was patience in the sale 
process,” he said. “It seems the compans 
was already determined in carrying out 
che decision which was in its interest and 
based on its need for liquidity to complete 


expansion projects.” 

The JIC head indicated that the govern- 
ment is currently reconsidering the con- 
cession laws for companies und said that 
the state will not sell its shares in compa- 
nies having concessions unless the laws 
are discussed and amended. He also indi- 
cated that the government intends to 
amend the corporation's law in a way to 
allow the privatisation proceeds he 
deposited in a special fund to invest these 
proceeds in developmental and social pro- 
jecls.Aecording to the law in force now. 
50 per cent of privatisation proceeds go to 
the treasury and the other 50 are reinvest- 
ed in development projects hy the corpo- 
ration. Mr. Bataineh concluded by noting 
that the government was ahle to earn 
JD32 million from selling the slate shares 
in Jordan’s Holiday Inn and InterConti- 
nental hotels iAI Dustoun. 


MoGA preparing 80 dunums in Sahab to 
be used for exporting vegetables, fruits 


** THE MUNICIPALITY of Greater 
Amman (MoGA) is currently working on 
providing the necessary infrastructure 
services to an 80-dunum urea in Sahab 
where a market to export fruits and veg- 
etables will be set up. Investors and 
traders will be leased plots of land to 
establish the necessary workshops based 
on encouraging investment terms. 

Municipality' sources said MoGA has 


provided facilities and incentives to 
attract produce export workshops, scat- 
tered in many areas of Amman, to the 
new site which is close to the Central 
Vegetable Market in Sahab. According to 
the sources, the rent per dunum will be 
J D 1 50 and for a period of 1 5 years. The 
investor cannot rent more than four 
dunums, the sources added (Al Arab Al 
Yawn t. 
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Mideast journalists to get 6 a taste of quality 
reporting’ through Jemstone project in ’98 


By Ghalia Alul 

J< ‘irlan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Journalists 
from 12 countries in the 
Eastern Mediterranean 
basin arc poised to get a 
taste of quality reporting in 
1998 through die biggest 
media network in die area 
that was recently relaunched 
by the European Union 
(EU). 

The Amman-based Jem- 
stone project, ereared 
through the union's Med 
Media programme, has pre- 
pared a list of ambitious 
activities for this year, rang- 
ing from specialist reporting 
workshops to training media 
managers. 

it wants to support and 
encourage independent, 
high quality reporting in all 
branches of the region's 
media, according to project 
director, Tudor Lomas. 

Through its many activi- 
ties. Jemstone seeks to 
increase contacts and under- 
standing between journalists 
and media professionals in 
Europe and the 12 countries 
of North Africa and the 
Eastern Mediterranean. 

This month. 14 journalists 
will take part in Jemstone s 
Internet workshop aimed at 
providing reporters with the 
opportunity to share "practi- 
cal self-taught experience" 
on cyberspace. Mr. Lomas 
told the Jordan Times Mon- 
day. 

"Quite a few people in the 


media use and understand 
the potential of the Inter- 
net... Through this work- 
shop. journalists will learn 
from tlieir colleagues' expe- 
riences.” he said. 

The workshop is organ- 
ised in cooperation with 
OneWorld Online and 
IDEAL Training Centre 
(IDEAL Group.) 

In February, Jemstone will 
bring together about 25 sea- 
soned Eastern Mediter- 
ranean business and eco- 
nomic journalists in Amman 
to tackle obstacles impeding 
business, economic and 
financial reporting in the 
region. The workshop will 
also try to find ways to 
improve the quality of eco- 
nomic and business report- 
ing. 

The week-long workshop, 
run jointly with the World 
Bank's Economic Develop- 
ment Institute (EDI), wilt 
also discuss local and 
regional implications of 
international economic inte- 
gration, said Mr. Lomas. 

He said that the workshop 
will include a visit to some 
projects in Aqaba, such as 
the joint Jordaoian-israeli 
airport. Journalists will also 
meet with some officials in 
Aqaba to discuss future pro- 
jects including plans for a 
multi-million-dollar free 
zone in Aqaba and other 
tourism projects. 

Jemstone has been fre- 
quently criticised for focus- 
ins much of its activities on 


economic journalists, said 
Mr. Lomas. 

"But this focus is no acci- 
dent. Economic journalism 
is worthless unless it is 
accurate, objective, well 
researched and clearly writ- 
ten. Nobody is going to 
make decisions based on 
wishful thinking or popular 
half-truths. What is needed 
are hard, carefully-checked, 
fully understood facts from 
reliable sources." 

Senior journalists will try 
to produce an ambitious 
style guide book for Arabic 
speaking publications 
through another Jemstone 
workshop scheduled to be 
held in Damascus by the end 
of February, according ro 
Mr. Lomas. 

He said that another spe- 
cialised workshop for envi- 
ronment reporters is sched- 
uled to be held on South 
Sinai in March in coopera- 
tion u'ith the Egypt National 
Parks. 

To guarantee a successful 
future for all kinds of media, 
Mr. Lomas said, Jemstone 
planned an 

"Audience/Readership Res- 
earch" workshop in March 
with the aim of helping jour- 
nalists get a firm idea of the 
actual needs of the public. 

This workshop will •‘tie 
organisations to their pub- 
lic...io try 1 and provide peo- 
ple with what they want 
from the media." Mr. Lomas 
said. 

Prompted by the need to 


ensure that journalists get 
proper training. Jemstone 
scheduled a training pro- 
gramme for heads of depart- 
ments, who would later help 
train other journalists. Mr. 
Lomas said. 

The three-week workshop 
will bring together about 15 
training managers in Hilver- 
sum. the Netherlands, in 
April, to be followed up by a 
workshop in Cairo in June. 

To create professional 
educational reporters in the 
Eastern Mediterranean 
region, Jemstone planned a 
“Specialist Education 
Reporters" workshop in 
partnership with the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) in Turkey in 
May. "Education reporters 
don't exist.. Good things are 
happening around in many 
countries and this experi- 
ence should be passed on as 
the quality of education 
determines the future for 
many individuals" Mr. 
Lomas stressed, adding that 
in the future, exchange visits 
will be funded to give edu- 
cation reporters the opportu- 
nity to visit and leant from 
other countries’ experiences. 

Skilled news photogra- 
phers will participate in a 
June workshop in Gaza, and 
about 15 specialist media 
reporters are scheduled to 
take pan in another work- 
shop in Beirut in July, 
according to Mr. Lomas. 

In August, Jemstone will 
organise a three-week 


workshop on journalism 
skills gathering abour 30 
"committed young journal- 
ists from radio and televi- 
sion to develop their jour- 
nalistic skills and abilities, 
and explore new ideas." 

In September, about 15 
senior newspaper managers 
will take pan in a workshop 
in Brussels to evaluate the 
network’s activities, rein- 
state their needs and help 
reshape Jemsrone's future 
priorities, plans and struc- 
ture. said Mr. Lomas. 

He added that a round 
table conference that will 
look at the future of journal- 
ists will be held in .Amman 
or Cairo in October. 

"Unless journalism is 
defended, it will disappear 
and will be replaced with 
propaganda and commercial 
pressure." said Mr. Lomas. 

Jemstone links over 50 of 
the main newspapers, news 
agencies and broadcasters in 
these countries as well as 
over 350 of the region's best 
journalists. 

“We are actively looking 
for more partners to share 
the cost with us." said Mr. 
Lomas. 

The EU's Med Media pro- 
gramme. launched in late 
1993. was suspended in 
December 1995. But Jem- 
stone and its sister pro- 
gramme. Renifoc in the 
Maghreb, continued to oper- 
ate with special EU funding. 
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SHUJA — 
FORTE GRAND 
ABU DHABI’S 
NEW CRUISING 
YACHT 

THE FORTE Grand Abu 
Dhabi's new cruising yacht 
— Shuja — will" be 
launched at the beginning 
of February 199S. 

Shuja is a unique and 
modem yacht, built in Wis- 
consin. USA. to the hotels 
specifications. Shuja, 
which translated from Ara- 
bic means "brave," is a 100 
feet long and 20 feet wide 
yacht, that has been pur- 
pose built to provide a din- 
ing and entertaining experi- 
ence for up to 150 people. 

It is a steel construction 
made up of two decks, a 
small foscle and quarter- 
deck. The upper deck 
offers an open area, which 
will be an ideal location for 
sunset cruises, cocktail 
receptions and barbecues. 
The lower deck is fully 
enclosed with picture win- 
dows. is fully air-condi- 
tioned and carpeted 
throughout. Wood pan- 
elling is a strong feature 
and complements the 
colour scheme of royal 
blue and touches of matt 
gold. The two twin engines 
have a maximum speed of 
15 KT. There are two heads 
(toilets) on the main deck 
with another on the upper 
deck. Below deck will be 
used as a storage area. 

A 21 -FT speedboat with 
a 125 HP engine has .also 
been purchased. This will 
be used as a ferry for guests 
to and from Shuja in case 
pf late arrivals after sailing 
pr necessary early depar- 
tures. It will also be used to 
take guests to the islands 
on trips such as island pic- 
nics etc. 
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Australian Ooen 


Out go Muster, Ivanisevic and 
Henman but Rafter survives 
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“I bad so many chances to 
close it oft', but I couldn't so 
when I got the match point 
and he missed it was a great 
relief," said Appel. 

Ivanisevic, die 1 3th seed 
from Croatia, risked a 10,000 
U.S. fine for missing a press 
conference after his 6-2, 7-6, 
3-6. 6-4 defeat by Jan 
Siemerink of the Netherlands, 
the world number 71. 

He did the same thing at 
Wimbledon last year and the 
Grand Slam committee are 
not expected to be lenient 
with the hot-headed 
Ivanisevic when they apply 
higher fine levels introduced 
on January 1. 

Jerome Golmard of France 
was the third hero of the day, 
beating Britain's Henman 6- 
3. 6-7. 6-2, 3-6, 1 1-9. Their 
battle lasted one minute short 
of five hours — just 12 min- 
utes short of the record 


cramping... I've got to learn to 
remain a lot calmer. I get too 
intense." 

Tarango described one of 
his best matches as a classic. 

“I wanted to be like a pit 
bull and fight and scrap and 
wait for the opportunity," he 
added. 

Asked if Rafter could win 
the tournament. Tarango 
said." No, he has tapped into 
some of his reserves and 
hopefully I’ve done my coun- 
trymen a service here 
tonight.” 

Fifth seed Greg Rusedski 
kept Britain and the power 
servers in contention by beat- 
ing American qualifier David 
Wiu 7-6. 6-3, 6-4. 

The two used to play each 
other in juniors when Witt 
was the big server with a rep- 
utation and Rusedski said he 
was "a drifter" 

Rusedski was beaten in the 



Andre Agassi 


Agassi advances, looks 
forward to top form tennis 


Austria's Thomas Muster throws his arms up in frus- 
tration during his first round loss to Sweden's Jan Apell 
at the Australian Open. Apell defeated Muster in 
straight sets 6-4 7-6 7-5 (Reuters photo) 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Upstart challengers dumped 
men's seeds Thomas Muster 
and Goran Ivanisevic at the 
Australian Open on Tuesday 
while British hero Tim 
Henman was beaten in a five- 
set five-hour thriller. 

Australia's World No. 2 Pat 
Rafter was embroiled in a 
draining four-set struggle 
before surviving against tena- 
cious American Jeff Tarango 
in the night match. 

But there were no problems 
for women's No. 1 Martina 
Hingis, or men's third seed 
Michael Chang and a host of 
other top names. 


But World 243 ranked Jan 
Appel of Sweden stunned 
eighth seed Muster with a 6-4, 
7-6, 7-5 victory in 122 min- 
utes on court two of Flinders 
Park filled by a record 33,741 
people. 

The 30-year-old Muster, a 
semi-finalist here last year 
blamed “bad timing" for his 
defeat. "But this is not the 
end." added the Austrian, who 
covets another French Open 
title on clay. 

His 29-year-old opponent, 
who has never got past the 
second round in a Grand 
Slam, could not believe his 
luck. 




France’s Mary Pierce plays a backhand shot during her 
first round match against China's Fang Lr'at the : 
Australian Open in Melbourne. Pierce won in straight 
sets 6-0 6-0 (Reuters photo) 


Australia's Pat Rafter plays a volley in his first round 
match against Jeff Tarango of the United States at the 
Australian Open in Melbourne January 20. Rafter is 
seeded number two for this grand slam tournament 
(Reuters photo) 


Australian Open match 
between Boris Becker and 
Omar Camporese six years 
ago. 

Golmard. 24, sought treat- 
ment for a blood blister under 
a nail on his foot during the 
final set. But it was Henman, 
the World No. 19, who had to 
fight off three match points, 
two training at 6-7 and anoth- 
er with Golmard leading 1 0-9. 

At the end of the 83 minute 
set Henman said: “That was 
my worst performance for 
sure." 

Rafter had to fight ail the 
way in the gruelling three 
hour 27 minute first round 
match before coming out on 
top over Tarango. 7-6, 7-6, 6- 
7. 7-5. 

"That took a lot out of me, 
both physically and emotion- 
ally." Rafter said. “I had to 
take electrolyte tablets for 


first round at the Australian 
Open last year. But in that 
time his world ranking has 
shot up from 62 to No. 6. 

Michael Chang, the 

American -Chinese third seed, 
needed three hours and two 
minutes to beat Denmark’s 
Kenneth Carlsen 6-3, 7-6, 5- 
7, 6-3. 

Women's number one 

Hingis eased into the second 
round by beating Wiltrud 
Probsc of Germany 6-1 . 6-2 in 
a quickfire 53 minutes. 

Her victory means both the 
top seeds are safely past the 
first round. Men's favourite 
Pete Sampras qualified on 
Monday. 

Amanda Coetzer. the third 
seed from South Africa, beat 
Barbara Paulus of Austria 6-2. 
6-0. Fifth seed Mary Pierce 
saw off Chinese challenger Li 
Fang 6-0. 6-0. 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — Fallen World No.l Andre Agassi 
believes he is about to step up his game after a year in the ten- 
nis doldrums. 

Agassi, who ventured into the satellite Challengers tour to re- 
discover his lost brilliance that earned him Wimbledon. U.S. 
and Australian Open titles, overcame a first-set loss before win- 
ning his first round match at the Australian Open here Tuesday. 

He took out Italian qualifier Marrio Martelli, 3-6, 7-6, 6-2. 6- 
2 in 142 minutes and will now play 1 6th seeded Spaniard Albert 
Costa. 

Agassi, who was World No.l for 30 weeks before relinquish- 
ing it to Pete Sampras in November 1995, plummeted to 141 in 
the rankings on November 10 last year. 

He resorted to playing in the Las Vegas Challenger where he 
reached the final to get into a winning frame of mind. 

The flamboyant American said he was nervous in his first 
match at the Australian Open. 

"1 played cautiously and I didn't find ray rhythm until after the 
second set," he said. ‘In the tiebreaker I had to step it up and 
then I started hitting my shots a lot bigger and put the match on 
my terms.” 

Agassi, whose ongoing commitment to the game has waxed 
and waned in his 13 rollercoaster years on the circuit, spoke 
afterwards of his desire to return to big-time tennis. 

"I feel like I'm right there, ready to step it up, but I've got to 
do it now and its good that I'm still in the tournament. 

“I've gor to get out there and play big-time tennis and its 
going to happen.”- -• - ' in nr. n*»" 

Agassi said playing in the Challengers was necessary-, for him 
to revive his career.- *' » 

“I had to find guys who were on my level and play against 
them and beat them, and to be honest it felt good winning again. 

“Players gave me the respect for being willing to make that 
step down, but to me it was a simple, practical and necessary 
step that had to be made if I wanted to keep playing and I did.” 

Agassi said the last thing on his mind while playing in the 
peripheral tournament was that he was a former No. 1 . 

“J’m a very intense, all-consuming type of person and when I 
get into something it becomes important to me. I get very sin- 
gle-minded. very detail-oriented.” 

Agassi equaled playing in the year's opening grand slam to 
the satellite circuit as being, “real turkey here and processed 
turkey in the Challengers.” 

"There are good players all through the rankings and I just had 
to pay the price for getting my game back to where it needs to 
be. It's one step at a time and I'm certainly a lot further down 
the road than I was a month ago.” 

In what will only be borne out by his future results, the 27- 
y ear-old Agassi said- “I'm motivated to enjoy tennis now. I've 
been through it. I've seen it from all different sides and this time 
around I couldn't feel stronger about the way I feel for just get- 
ting out there. 

“I’m in my best shape than I've ever been in, so if I can be 
stronger physically there’s no reason why I can't be better than 
I’ve been. 

‘Two years ago I was down here in the same tournament and 
I was ranked number two in the world and you've got no idea 
how far my mind was from the game and now I'm in an oppo- 
site situation, this is something I'm committed to.” 


ATP, WTA tours to hold money summit 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — The heads of men’s and women's 
tennis tours will hold a summit at the Australian Open here 
this week with women again pressing for prize money par- 

iry- 

Increasing the number of. tournaments in which men and 
women play together could also be on the agenda, officials 
said Tuesday. ' 

But the new head of the Women's Tennis Association 
(WTA), Bart McGuire, finds his bargaining position weak- 
ened by squabbling between, the top female professionals 
and rank and file members over the sharcout of cash 
rewards. 

McGuire, who became the WTA chief executive last week 
after Ric Clarson suddenly withdrew, will have his first offi- 
cial meeting with his Association of Tennis Professionals 
t ATP) counterpan Mark Miles, although the date has been 
kept secret. 

Top women players have been campaigning for prize 
equality since the early 1970s when BUlie-Jean King led the 
fight. 

“I am tempted to say that equal prize money is not enough 


at this point, but I probably won't stick to that position," 
said McGuire referring to the increasing popularity of the 
women's game caused by the rise of teenaged stars. 

McGuire said the women’s finals beat the men’s finals in 
the international television rankings at the last Wimbledon, 
U.S. Open and French Open. 

“It seems a little odd to have less than equal prize money 
for the women." he said. 

The U.S. Open has equal money, but McGuire said he 
would be speaking to Geoff Pollard, head of Tennis 
Australia, and the heads of Wimbledon and the French 
Open and any other combined events about money and giv- 
ing equal facilities. 

Top players like Martina Hingis have said they would like 
to see around three or four more joint events outside the 
Grand Slams where there are men’s and women's contests. 

Outside the four majors, the only mixed events are Key 
Biscayne and Indian Wells in the United States and Sydney. 

McGuire said he had an "open mind” on whether there 
should be more events but indicated that there were many 
problems, including “preserving the identity of the 


women’s game as a women's game." 

But the women's case in negotiations will be weakened by 
divisions within their union. There has even been talk of top 
women players breakingaway to form their own association 
and the dispute over sharing prize money and tournament 
access is going through the U.S. courts. 

"There is inherently a difference between very top players 
and other players on prize money," said McGuire, a lop 
lawyer with close connections to the game. 

“There is certainly more concern among the lower rank- 
ing players on playing opportunities, on how big the draws 
are. on how many tournaments there are." 

McGuire said he was optimistic the split would be healed. 
“I don't know how quickly, but I’m sure it will be resolved.” 

“My hope is that the players will resolve this themselves 
so they can have an association that represents all of the 
players. 

“I think that the top players recognise some of the prob- 
lems that have been raised by the lower ranking players and 
are prepared to deal with them " he said. 


SCOREBOARD 


NBA 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Minnesota 
LA Lakers 
Charlotte 
New Jersey 
Seattle 
Utah 


98 

Boston 

' 82 ’ 

98 

Sacramento 

.85 

.117 

LA Clippers 

109 

92 

Orlando 

89 

109 

Toronto 

88 

95 ' 

San' Antonio. 

' 84 

114 

Houston 

80 

98 

Detroit 

89 


Portuguese championship 
Sporting Lisbon - 1 


Sporting Braga l 


Spanish First Division 
Valencia 4 


Barcelona ' . 3 


English Premiership 
Southampton 1 


Man. Utd '. . 0 


ATP RANKINGS 


PARIS (AFP) — Here are the 
rankings: 

1. Pete Sampras (USA) 

2. Patrick Rafter (Aus) 

3. Michael Chang (USA) 

4. Jonas Bjorkman (Swe) 

5. Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Rus) 

6. Greg Rusedski (Gbr) • 

7. Petr Korda (Cze) . 

5. Marcelo Rios (Chi) 

9. Carlos Moya (Spa) 

10. Thomas Muster ( Aut) 

1 1. Richard Krajicek (Ned) 

12. .Sergi Bruguera ( Spa ) 

13. Alex Corretja (Spa) 

14. Gustavo Kuerten (Bra) 

15. Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 

16. Felix Mantilla (Spa) 

17. Mark Philippoussis (Aus) 

18. Tim Henman (Gbr) 

19. Albert Costa (Spa) 

20. Karol Kucera (Svk) 

21. Cedric Pioline (Fra) 

22. Fabrice Santoro (Fra) 

23. Magnus Norman (Swe) 

24. Andre Medvedev (Ukr) 

25. Alberto Berasategui (Spa) 

26. Thomas Enqvist (Swe) 

27. Magnus Lareson (Swe) 

28. Jim Courier (USA) 

29. Nicolas Kieffer (Ger) 

30. Marc Rosset (Swi) 


leading ATP men’s tennis- 


4547 pts 
3250 
31S9 
2870 
2690 
2660 
2495 
2446 
2374 
2326 
2299 
2280 
2275 
2215 
2211 
2153 
1809 
1782 
1749 
1569 
1534 
1480 
1450 
1437 
1427 
1355 
1333 
1266 
1249 
1236 


WTA RANKINGS 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Women's tennis rankings issued ■ ; 
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Seattle SuperSonics’ Jim McEvaine (R) rebounds 
over Houston Rockets’ Kevin Willis <C) and Charles 
Barkley (L). during fourth quarter action, January 
19. The SuperSonics beat the Rockets 114-80 at the 
Compaq Center in Houston (Reuters photo) 
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CINEMA 


TEL-.634144 


TELAWys 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


TEL: 07fl 33430 


PHILADELPHIA "1" A PHILADELPHIA "2" 


TEL: 0W 33430 


Hi Biham YaneS T hoH Erw 

TEL: 625155 
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NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Antal Dobbas 
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Weah 
on the 
way out 
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MILAN (AFP) — George 
Weah could be leaving AC 
Milan at the end of the sea- 
son, following a row with 
coach Fabio Capello over 
[lie Liberian striker’s back 

injury- . 

Weah, who in under con- 
tract until 2000, suffered a 
jjscal hernia while pump- 
ju<T a 300km weight in the 
gym at Milan’s training 
headquarters on December 
3 . He spent Christmas in 
Liberia and had surgery 
b«e on December 30. 

The row s tuned last 
week, when Weah asked 
for a couple of weeks’ 
leave to return to Liberia, 
albeit contuining his treat- 
jnetu, Capello refused, say- 
ing Weah was to blame for 
making his injury worse by 
having treatment from the 
k wrong people in Liberia. 

, Weah. who joined AC 
Milan in 1995, countered 
Capello’s claim and the 
two men had a summit 
meeting on Monday. 

Capello said: “We had a 
meeting with the player 
and the ream’s medical 
staff and Weah has agreed 
to stay here until the doc- 
tors have decided that he is 
well again and has no more 
problems. 

“For the moment, he is 
continuing his physiothera- 
py and rehabilitation. The 
affair is now closed." 

A disconsolate Weah 
emerged from the meeting 
y saying: “I don’t think I’ll 
f be going back to Liberia.” 

However, relations 
between player and club 
have clearly suffered and 
many here believe the dam- 
age will be lasting. 

Weah, FIFA’s former 
Player of the Year, was 
sought last year by Arsenal 
coach Areene Wenger, who 
launched the Liberian's 
career at Monaco. 

The 31 -year-old striker 
has been rated at 10 billion 
($5.5 million) to 15 billion 
lira ($S million). 


Klim gets superstar treatment, 
hires bodyguard 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — Michael Klim, 
the new golden boy of world swimming, 
got the superstar treatment Tuesday and 
promptly hired a bodyguard to keep his 
overzealous fans ar bay. 

Him, 20, may not consider himself one of 
swimming’s all-time greats but the shriek- 
ing teenage girls and curious shoppers who 
welcomed him back to his home town here 
Tuesday would say otherwise. 

After his seven-medal haul at the Perth 
World Swimming Championships, the 
shaven-headed Australian has become the 
world’s most feted swimmer. 

His appearance at a Melbourne shopping 
centre matched the hysteria witnessed here 
last week when pop band The Spice Girls 
sent fans wild. 

He was flanked by security guards to 
allow him to make his way "through the 
masses, made up primarily of teenage girls 
anxious to catch a glimpse of their new 
heart-throb. 

The 20-year-old was clearly taken back 
by the attention. 

“The public at the meet were very sup- 
portive but I didn’t realise that it had spread 
around the country, it’s amazing,’’ he said. 

“I wasn’t really expecting anything like 
that. I guess it’s something I might have to 
get used to, but I’m sure it's going to spur 


me on ro greater and better things," 

Klim's four gold, two silver and one 
bronze medals made him the greatest male 
swimmer in world championship history 
but he has maintained a level head and said 
he won’t get carried away. 

“I don’t think there is a reason for me to 
change because 1 have won a couple of 
races at a swim meet," the Polish-bom KJim 
said. 

"I'm in swimming because I enjoy it and 
1 have fun. It doesn't change my life. My 
personality is nor going to change. 1 don't 
mind shaking a few hands because that 
comes with a bit of success but l think 1 can 
keep doing the normal things in life.” 

His phenomenal success has also led to 
more than 25 companies making approach- 
es to sponsor him. 

But the director of his management group, 
Rob Woodhouse, said Klim would knock 
back more than 20 of the lucrative sponsor- 
ship deals and restrict full marketing rights 
to just four. 

“We don’t want ro overcommit him and 
we don’t him to become a walking bill- 
board,” said Woodhouse, a former Olympic 
swimmer. 

He said he expected sponsorships to earn 
Klim about A$1 million (£670,000) next 
year. 


English Premier League club 
set up Aussie training schools 


SYDNEY (AFP) — English Premier 
League club West Ham United are setting 
up two Australian training schools to tap the 
emerging Aussie football talent. West Ham 
boss Peter Storrie said here Tuesday. 

Storrie said he believed the initiative 
would be the first of many set up by major 
overseas clubs to groom talent from down 
under. 

"Other clubs such as Barcelona and Real 
Madrid want to try this," he said. 

“I think one or two clubs are trying to 
quickly get something organised.” 

Storrie and youth team coach Tony Carr 
are here to oversee the opening of acade- 
mies in Perth and Sydney. ' 

Australia is already a major supplier of 
talent to English football and West Ham, 
which already has a strong home youth 
scheme, has stolen a march on other clubs 
with its initiative here, Storrie said. 

"A lot of people have been surprised at the 
way this has been so well accepted back in 
Britain.” 

He said he would be making regular trips 
to Australia to monitor the progress of the 


training schools, which will cater for boys 
aged 1 6 years and under. 

“It’s not something that’s going to happen 
in one moment. It’s a long-term project.” 

Storrie said Australia was a tempting mar- 
ket because it had a love of football through 
its European Links and physically advanced 
Teenagers because of their outdoor lifestyle. 

"One of the merits of the Australians is 
the strong fitness orientation,” he said. "You 
can see that straight away. We’ve had a few 
experiences with the Romanians that didn't 
work out, so we’ve become more selective 
in areas like that.” 

Storrie said the academies would help 
boost football stocks in both countries. 

“This is one area that we can do good 
things — help ourselves and to improve 
Australian football. 

"Five to 10 years ago, no one would have 
thought Australian football would be at the 
level it is today. It is impressive, the way it 
has gone forward and it looks set to get 
even stronger." 
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Lewis-Holyfield fight 
* may yet go ahead 

LONDON (AFP) — Lennox Lewis may yet fight Evander 
Holyfield in a world heavyweight title unification fight, 
Holyfield’s promoter Don King says. 

King has hit back at claims by Seth Abraham, head of 
American pay-per-view network HBO, that he deliberate- 
ly scuppered the fight by asking for too much money, 
claiming he wants the contest to go ahead in September. 

In a report in the Times, King said: "I want to put 
Holyfield-Lewis on this year in September, after they have 
finished with their commitments. 

“The Holyfield v Tyson fight can go on even if Holyfield 
loses to Lewis. The public will always want to see Tyson 
fight Holyfield.” 

King also denied that initial talks between the Lewis and 
Holyfield camps broke down because King wanted at least 
8 million dollars for himself out of the deal. 

Lewis’ promoters have arranged a defence of his WBC 
heavyweight title against George Foreman’s conqueror 
Shannon Briggs in Atlantic City on March 28. 

Holyfield, who also has mandatory commitments for his 
IBF and WBA versions of the title, has been pencilled in 
to defend against Francois Botha in South Africa. 


Morocco finalise 
World Cup warm-up 

RABAT (AFP) — Morocco’s French coach Henri 
Michel revealed his side’s programme of warm-up 
friendlies for the World Cup finals on Monday. 

Michel, who coached France to the 1986 World Cup 
semi-finals and was in charge of Cameroon at the 1994 
finals, said (hat he would mainly rely on the forthcom- 
ing African Nations Cup. which begins in Burkina Faso 
on February 7. Morocco will also play host to France, 
Belgium and England for the King Hassun II Cup. 
which will be played in Casablanca on May 16 and 17 
— the three World Cup finalists confirmed their partic- 
ipation recently it was announced by the Royal 
Moroccan Football Federation. 

Michel added that apart from a friendly with Chile in 
Avignon, France, on June 4 he would base the rest of his 
team’s preparations on how they fared in the Nations 
Cup. At the World Cup finals Morocco have been drawn 
in Group One along with Brazil, Norway and Scotland. 
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Makinen 
crashes out 

MONACO (AFP) — World 
champion Tommi Makinen 
, Polled out while leadinmg 
| the Monte Carlo Rally on 
; Tuesday after crashing in 
Tuesday’s first special 
stage. ’ 

T always said anything 
could happen in this rally,” 
the Fin said after getting out 
his Mitsubishi Lancer 
leaving Spaniard Carlos 
Sainz in the lead in his 
Toyota Corolla. 

Makinen, aiming for a 
hat-trick of world tides this 
year, has never won the 
Monte Carlo Rally. 

He was leading last year 
*hen the wrong choice of 
tyres on the final overnight 
stage cost him victory. 

, F our-time world c’hampi- 
’ on Juha Kakkunen of 
ftnland, in a Ford Escort 
J*RC, was second and 
Britain’s Richard Bums, in 
a Mitsubishi, was third 
overall. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ftTANNAHHIRSCH 


TOO MANY LINES 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

*87 

0Q4S 

048 

♦ AQJ1063 

WEST EAST 

* K J 10 3 *•••« 

Og6 OKJ10 

0 Q 10 9 8 4 «**_ 

*K2 *9875 

SOUTH 

* AQ2 
OA9752 
OAK75 
*4 

iisr south west 

Pare P» £ 

2* Pn* 20 Pbae 

K Pw « P ““ 

Pw Pm* 

Opening lea& Eight of 0 

Thi« deal, front the Forbo Inter* 

national tournament playedin 
Seheveningen, HoUtfA 
ary, proved too much for aiost “ 
experts in the event. 

Four hearts was the contract at 
all tables, resehed on auctions such 
as the above. North s two clubs 
asked about South B third- hand 
opening bid, and South S two dia- 
nJmda confirmed a wund open** 
After North showed? muumum Ra- 


the inquiry, oouin waaiea no time 
in getting to the heart game. A 
trump waa led in every case. 

The first two tricks were auto- 
made. East’s ten of trumps last to 
the ace, and the dub finesse was 
taken, the ten winning. Here paths 
diverged. 

* Enri Leufkens of the Netherlands 
cashed the ace and king of dia- 
monds and tried to niff a dia m o n d. 
East overruffed. drew dummy's last 
crump with the king of hearts and 
exited with a spade. Down two. 

Italy's Andre Buratii tried a dif- 
ferent tack. After winning the dub 
finess e, Buratti cashed the ace of 
dubs, catching the king. Declarer 
then tried to ruff a diamond, and 
alBO tailed. 

The only declarer to make the 
game was French star Jean-Louia 
Stoppa. After the successful dub 
Gnesse, Stoppa cashed the ace of 
dubs sod pitched a spade from die 
dosed hand. Now declarer contin- 
ued with the queen of dubs, dis- 
carding a diamond from hand. West 
could ruff, but was endplayed. A 
spade return would he into declar- 
er's muter and a diamond would be 
ruffed while **•■«* overruffed with a 
, 'master trump. A diamond return 
would allow dummy’s jack to win 
add the jack of dubs would tnke 
care of South's potential spade los- 
er. Declarer lost only three trump 
tricks. , 


J.T. FAX: 
696183 
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Saints stun United for 3rd time 


SOUTHAMPTON (AFPj — 
Southampton’s Kevin Davies breathed 
fresh life into the race for the 
Premiership title by consigning lead- 
ers Manchester United io a shock 1 -0 
defeat here at the Dell on Monday. 

Davies's exquisite third minute 
header proved enough 10 send the 
reigning champions crashing io just 
their fourth defeat of the season as 
lowly Saints made it three home wins 
in succesion against England’s most 
formidable team. 

The Southampton striker hobbled off 
the pitch 15 minutes later after twist- 
ing an ankle, but his one significant 
contribution io the game proved deci- 
sive and could ultimately have a major 
say in the destiny of ihe title. 

United, who were thrashed 6-3 last 
season and 3-1 the year before, were 
hoping to slam the door on their title 
rivals with victory over the relegation- 
haunted club. 

But Saints were fired up for the 
occasion and never let Alex Ferguson’s 
side get into their stride, chasing every 
ball and throwing themselves into 
tackles with a ferocity that clearly rat- 
tied their illustrious opponents. 

Defeat for United means that what 


could have been an eight point lead 
over Blackburn at the top remains just 
five, with 15 games remaining. 

Southampion look a shock lead after 
jusi three minutes when former 
England star Matt Le Tissier floated an 
innWuous- looking free kick from the 
left towards the edge of the United 

area. 

But just as the ball reached the box. 
United midfielder Nicky Butt lost his 
footing allowing Davies to pounce 
w idi a glancing header into the bottom 
left of Peter Schmeichel's goal. 

The capacity crowd inside in the 
Dell erupted in delight before produc- 
ing a sustained rendition of "We Want 
Seven" in reference to Iasi season's 
astonishing 6-3 victory over United. 

Such was Southampton's domina- 
tion of the reigning champions that the 
visitors failed to muster a single shot 
on goal in the first half, restricting 
them to just a handful of chances. 

linked, though, turned up the pres- 
sure in the 10 minutes before the break 
and should have equalised when Giggs 
caused havoc in the Southampton 
defence only for Andy Cole to squan- 
der a clear chance by firing wide of the 
mark. 


Cole was guilry of another glaring 
miss moments later when Giggs, again 
[he supplier, crossed from ihe left only 
for the United striker to head wide 
from six yards with only Saints goal- 
keeper Paul Jones io beat. 

United, without calf strain victim 
Teddy Sheringham. started the second 
half as they had finished the first with 
a siege on the Southampton goal. 

David Beckham forced Jones into 
action after 58 minutes with a bending 
free kick from 25 yards out and almost 
scored 10 minutes later with another 
attempt from an identical position. 

Beckham beat Jones on this occasion 
but his curling effort crashed off the 
cross bar. 

Cole almost forced an equaliser on 
85 minutes when his close range stab 
was brilliantly beaten out by Jones. 

With rhe match heading into injury' 
time. Jones then produced another 
astonishing save to deny Paul Scholes 
as Southampton hung on for another 
famous victory- 


Barcelona 
in deja-vu 
4-3 defeat 


MADRID »AFP> — 
Barcelona surrendered a 3-0 
home lead to lose 4-3 to 
Valencia through a last- 
minute goal from 
Argentina’s .Ariel Ortega in 
a case of deja-vu to stay sec- 
ond in the Spanish title race 
on Monday. 

Real Madrid were booed 
and jeered by their fans as 
they snatched an unimpres- 
sive 1-0 victory' over modest 
Salamanca Sunday to go top 
of the Spanish first division. 

And Barcelona’s incredi- 
ble Nou Camp slip left Real 
with 43 points from 21 
matches while Barcelona 
have 41 from only 20. 

Luis Enrique put 
Barcelona ahead in the 33rd 
minute and the Brazilian 
Rivaldo put them 2-0 up five 
minutes after the break. 
Barcelona coach Luis Van 
Goal was surely beaming 
when an own goal by 
Argentina’s Fernando 
Caceres put them three 
goals up just three minutes 
later. 

However second half 
goals from Argentinians 
Guillermo Moriggi. Claudio 
Lopez (2t and Onega in the 
dying seconds meant it was 
yet another example of 
Barcelona giving away a 
major lead to lose 4-3. 

Two weeks ago. 
Salamanca scored three 
goals in the last 10 minutes 
to come back from 1-3 
down to w'in by the same 
score. The Real victory' was 
due to Italian striker 
Christian Panucci who man- 
aged to score the only goal 
of the encounter after 2J 
minutes. 

lr was also his first goal 
since joining the legendary 
Spanish club twelve months 
ago. In other important 
matches. Athletic Bilbao 
were held to a 0-0 draw by 
Real Beds but stay in fourth 
place in the standings — 
equal on points with Real 
Sociedad who slumped to a 
3-1 defeat — their first loss 
in 1 8 matches — at Racing 
Santander. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished and Unfurnished Apartments 

Two bedrooms and three bedrooms. 

C.H. and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani near Birds Garden 

(TO Abdul Haleem AI Nimr Street) 

Tel.: 667862 - 079/50504 


FOR SALE 

DUTY UNPAID CAR 


Fiat Croma, 1993, automatic. 2000 cc, 
88,000 km, full options. Price: JD3.250. 
Contact Mr. Azamat, Russian Embassy. 

Tel.: 641158. 641229 & 
602322 (residence) 


FOR U.N., DIPLOMATIC MISSION & 
FOREIGN COMPANIES 

A whole tloor in a 4-floor beautiful building 
located in a quite area in Umm AI Summaq. 
Three bedrooms, fully furnished, every thing to 
make a home. Rent: JD 12,000 per annum. 
Two-bedroom apartment (ground floor). 
Exquisitely furnished. Rent: JD4.000 per 
annum. 

Please call: 5528099-5520377 



Barcelona's striker Luis Enrique Martinez (10 battles for the ball with Valencias' 
goalkeeper Andoni Zubizarreta (L) and Servian Miroslav Djukic (C) during the 
Spanish First Division match at Nou Camp stadium. Valencia beat Barcelona 4-3 
(Reuters photo) 


LOST LENS 


Canon Wide Angle Lens, Model J9ax5.2B3, 
Serial No. 11884, Inventory No. 510778, 
all encased in a silver metal case 
approximately 35 x 22 x 20 cm. 

This Lens is The Property of CBS 

If Found Please Contact 856 176, 
or Nearest Police Station for reward. 



JD 39.000 per person 


■ 9^ 7 r/us/jJ Mf 

* Accommodation in a luxury double/ twin room. 

• Famaous MovenpicH breakfast & dinner buffet 
with live cooking. 

* Free use of game & billiard room and health 
club. 

£For- iSfa/t&ea- 

• Children under 12 years are free of charge 
when sharing their parents 1 room, including 
meals (max. 2 children per room, no extra bed). 

* JD 59.000 double/ twin room for children, 
including meals (max 4 children per room, no 
extra bed). 

♦ Kindergarten with sandy ground and very 
exciting games. 

♦ FUn factory with table lennis. dans, baby 
football & billiard. 




♦JD 20.000 extra for single accommodation. 
fyg/ic&Cp- 

♦Offer valid from 27“ January io 6' February. 
1998 for Jordanians and foreign residents in 
Jordan only. 

fficsen*a£um 

•Please contact our reservation office in Petra 
lor reservation or further information. 


MOVENPlCK 

RESORT 


PETRA 


Tel: 03 215 7111 
Fax: 03 215 7112 
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Arafat, World Bank chief 
sign investment accord 


PARIS (AFP) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
World Bank President Janies 
Wolfensohn signed here 
Tuesday an agreement for an 
investment fund to promote 
Israeli and Pales tinian invest- 
ment in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank. 

Mu Wolfensohn said this 
was a "Unique" agreement 
involving the bank because it 
combines Israeli and 

Palestinian private investment 
for Gaza and the West Bank 
Mr. Arafat said the agree- 
ment marked an important 
step, stressing “there is no 
doubt about our determination 
to achieve peace and our 
determination to foster the 
relationship between the 

Israeli and the Palestinian peo- 
ples. despite all the obstacles 
and difficulties we are feeing.” 
The Peace Technology 
Fund, the first venture of Tts 
kind, combines the World 
Bank's private sector agency, 
the Internationa] Finance 
Corporation (IFC). along with 
Palestinian and Israeli 

investors. 

“We are very proud to be 
associated wife this Fund, 
which is the first of its kind to 
promote investment opportu- 
nities involving the Palestinian 
and Israeli business communi- 
ties,” M l Wo lfensohn said. 

“The PTF will create busi- 
ness opportunities, reduce 
unemployment through job- 
creating investments, open 
new markets and increase for- 
eign exchange earnings. 

“We view it as a very posi- 
tive development on the road 
to peace and prosperity in the 
region." 

The Peres Centre for Peace, 


founded by former left-wing 
Israeli Premier Shimon Peres, 
and the Capital and Evergreen 
groups representing 

Palestinian, Israeli and inter- 
national investors are the 
IFC’s partners in the fund. 

The fund, with an initial 
capital of $100 million, is 
intended to provide a source of 
private capital for businesses 
in the Palestinian self-rule ter- 
ritories and encourage Israeli- 
PaJestinian joint ventures. 

The World Bank has warned 
of a large fall in private invest- 
ment in Gaza and the West 
Bank, along with a sharp 
decline in the standard of liv- 
ing of Palestinians, because of 
the deadlock in the Middle 
East peace process. 

The (PIF), was created on 
the initiative of Israeli 
investors and seeks to boost 
the private sector in Gaza and 
the West Bank, notably 
through Israeli- Palestinian 
joint ventures. 

The fond, which could be 
increased later to $200 mil- 
lion, will be jointly adminis- 
tered by the IFC. the 
Palestinian-Israeli investment 
group Capital Investments Ltd 
and the Evergreen Canada- 
Israel Management 

Corporation. 

Mr. Peres, whose Peres 
Centre for Peace is supporting 
the fund, also attended the 
Paris si gning ceremony. 

The PTF already has $50 
million at its disposal, with 
Capital and Evergreen each 
putting in $20 million and the 
IFC $10 million. 

Evergreen will be seeking 
investment from Israeli com- 


panies. 

“All the Israeli banks, except 


one, and the holding compa- 
nies of Israel's two largest 
conglomerates [Clal and 
Knowr] have decided to take 
part in this fund." an 
Evergreen official said. 

They are being invited to 
invest in one-million-dollar 
amounts. 

Capita] will be seeking 
investors in Arab countries 
and among Palestinians living 
outside die area. 

Industrial countries will be 
asked to contribute to the cap- 
ital. 

Although the economy in 
the Palestinian territories is in 
grave difficulties, some areas 
have good growth potential, 
such as telecommunications, 
the hind's managers say. 

Donors to the Palestinian 
self-rule authority pledged in 
mid-December to contribute 
$750 million to its develop- 
ment projects for 1998. 

A further donation of around 
$150 milli on in the form of 
guarantees for private 
Pales tinian investments was 
also ann ounced 
The IFC has approved $86.8 
milli on in financing fer nine 
investments in the West Bank 
and Gaza, one in 1994- and die 
rest in 1997, while indepen- 
dent investors have provided 
$162 million fix: the projects, 
which include setting up a 
bank and an industrial park. 

Mr. Arafat was in Plans 
Tuesday to sign the invest- 
ment accord and to meet with 
French President Jacques 
Chirac before travelling to 
Washington fix* talks with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton on 
Thursday. 



CAMEL X LLAMA = CAMA: Dr. Lulu Skidmore poses with Rama, the first ever cross between a camel and a llama 
while an attendant holds on to the parents of the new animal on Tuesday. The new male animal , called a cama, was 
bom last Wednesday at the Camel Reproduction Center in Dubai. Dr. Skidmore achieved the artificial insemination 
that created Rama after a two-year effort The camel and the llama descend from the same species that lived 30 mil- 
Uion years ago (AP photo) 


Butler awaits Iraq’s response to 


French proposal on ‘off-limits’ sites 

Iraq says experts will take part next month in first of 'technical 
evaluation ’ meetings on missile warheads, VX chemical agents 


Israeli Labour leader vows 
to protect settlement blocs 


GUSH ETZION (.AFP) — 
The head of Israel’s opposition 
Labour Party, Ebud Barak, 
promised Tuesday that a future 
Labour government would 
maintain Israeli control over 
major blocs of Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank. 

“We are in favour of main- 
taining settlement blocs like 
Gush Etzion under Israeli con- 
trol,” Mr. Barak told residents 
of tfus pocket of Jewish com- 
munities situated between 
Bethlehem and Hebron in the 
southern West Bank. 

Mr. Barak, a former army 
chief of staff considered to 


represent the right-wing of the 
Labour Party, also reaffirmed 
that a government under his 
leadership would reject “a 
return to the June 1967 bor- 
ders” which defined Israel 
prior to its capture of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

But unKke the current right- 
wing prime minister. 
Benyamin Netanyahu. Mr. 
Barak said a Labour govern- 
ment would not seek to main- 
tain small Jewish settlements 
isolated in the heart of 
Palestinian territory. 

Mr. Netanyahu's cabinet last 
week adopted sweeping 


guidelines for areas of die 
West Bank deemed vital to 
Israel’s “national interests" — 
including settlements, major 
roads, unspecified military 
sites, water resources and 
Jewish holy places. 

While tte cabinet refrained 
from providing a map of such 
vital areas, most commenta- 
tors said they amounted to at 
least 60 per cent of die West 
Bank and signalled the gov- 
ernment's intention to keep 
control over most of the terri- 
tory even under a final peace 
agreement with the 
Palestinians. 


U.S. Holocaust museum reverses 
position on Arafat’s planned visit 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. Memorial Holocaust 
Museum, reversing a previous 
decision, will invite 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat to take a VIP tour of the 
facility later this week, the 
Washington Post said 
Tuesday. 

Museum officials had 

prompted an outcry when they 
barred Mr. .Arafat from mak- 
ing an official visit after some 
members of the U.S. Jewish 
community warned thai Mr. 
Arafat was “Hitler incarnate." 
according to one officiaL 

“When 1 make a mistake. 
I'm big enough to admit I 
made a mistake;' Miles 
Lerman. chairman of the 
Holocaust Memorial Council 
that runs the museum, is quot- 
ed as saying. “The more I 
think about it the more I think 
the visit of Arafot to this muse- 
um will serve a good purpose 
for peace." 

Mr. Arafat is set to meet with 


US. President Bill Clinton at 
the White House on Thursday, 
two days after the president is 
to meet with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu in a bid to restart 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

It was unclear if Mr. Arafat 
would accept the offer. 
Museum officials said they 
have tentatively scheduled the 
visit for Friday. 

The reversal comes days 
after the museum rebuffed 
what many saw as a gesture of 
reconciliation by Mr. Arafat 
The idea for the visit had 
come from a U.S. State 
Department officiaL 

On Sunday. U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
said on NBC Television that 
she thought it was “too bad" 
the museum had shut its doors 
to the Palestinian leader. 

“We have many people say 
that it is important for Arafat 
to understand what was really 


a defining moment in Jewish 
history. which is the 
Holocaust." she said 

For his part, Mr. Netanyahu 
said that if Mr. Arafat really 
wanted to make a significant 
gesture, he should Older the 
Palestinian Liberation 

Organisation (PLO) to stop 
calling fix: the destruction of 
IsraeL 

‘That would be a symbolic 
gesture that would tell us that 
the leader of the Palestinians is 
telling the Palestinian people: 
no more war, no more blood- 
sited," be said on CNN 
Sunday. 

The Post said the Israeli 
government reacted “coldly” 
to the museum's reversal. 

“If he's going to learn about 
the Holocaust, and if he’s not 
going to deny it then all the 
better.” Lenny Ben David, 
deputy chief of mission at 
Israel’s embassy in 
Washington, is quota! as say- 
ing. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — U.N. 
disarmament chief Richard 
Butler said here Tuesday he 
was awaiting Iraq's response to 
a French proposal on breaking 
a deadlock over access to pres- 
idential sites fix- his arms 
inspectors. 

T mentioned tte French sug- 
gestion that., inspections of 
palaces, were that to occur,... 
could involve inspectors being 
accompanied by representa- 
tives of tte (UN.) Security 
Council," Ml Butler told AFP 
ahead of a final session of 
scheduled talks with Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz. 

“The government of Iraq 
will give us their decision this 
evening" on tte issue of presi- 
dential sites, which Iraq has so 
fer pledged to keep off-limits 
to UN. inspectors, he said. 

“My desired position is to be 
able to go back to the Security 
Council and say our access fas 
been preserved and Iraq is pre- 
pared to ensure that with 
respect to presidential sites if 
we were to mount our inspec- 
tions there... in a way that is 
sensitive to their dignity... 
accompanied by members of 
the Security Council ” said'Mn 
Butier. 

But he stressed that the 
Security Councfl representa- 
tives would just be present, 
have no role in the actual 
inspection, and that “there 
can't be any reduction in our 
right to inspect" 

Mr. Butler and Ml Aziz 
moved a step closer Tuesday to 
resolving their crisis with a 
deal to assess progress in dis- 
arming Iraq, the official INA 
news agency said. 

As Mr. Butler and Ml Aziz 
met, thousands of Iraqis took 
to the streets vowing to fight if 
U.S. farces should attack their 
country, while the Iraqi media 
accused Mr. Butler of provok- 


ing the dispute. 

INA said the two men agreed 
that experts from the five per- 
manent UN. Security Council 
members and Germany will 
take part next mouth in the first 
of a series of ‘"technical evalu- 
ation” meetings on missile 
warheads and VX chemical 
agents. 

But it gave no specific date 
or venue fix' the first meeting, 
proposed by Iraq which argues 
that it has met- Security 
Council demands for tte elim- 
ination of weapons of mass 
destruction and long-range- 
missiles, the condition for lift- 
ing seven-year-old sanctions. 

The creation of such a com- 
mittee follows Iraqi complaints 
that the UN. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) on 
disarming Iraq is biased 
because it is dominated by 
American and British experts. 

But there was no immediate 
comment from UNSCOM on 
the INA report. 

Ml Butler. UNSCOMs 
chairman, arrived here 
Monday after Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein threatened to 
set a six-month deadline for 
inspectors to finish their work 
unless tte embargo, imposed 
after Baghdad’s August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, is lifted. 

Mr. Butler told reporters on 
Monday that the evaluation 
meetings would start in two 
weeks, grouping international 
experts with Iraqi officials and 
UNSCOM members. 

Iraq had requested assess- 
ment by outside experts as a 
“log-jam breaker” he said but 
added that the area of Iraq's 
arms programme that is of 
most concern to UNSCOM, 
biological weapons, was “not 
ripe” for an evaluation meet- 
ing. 

Iraq regards China, France 
' and Russia as its backers with- 


in the Security Council while 
the United States and Britain 
take a hard-line against 
Baghdad Mr. Butler was 
accompanied to the talks by his 
deputy. Charles Due Her, and 
UNSCOM commissioners 
from Canada, China and Italy 
as well as Nikita Smidovich of 
Russia, the chief ballistic mis- 
siles inspector: 

Iraqi Oil Minister General 
Amer Mohammad A1 Rashid 
and Amer Saadi, an adviser to 
Mr. Hussein, were in the Iraqi 
team. Mr. Butler said earlier 
that only full Iraqi cooperation 
could lead to the completion of 
UNSCOMs raisSioti and clear 
the way for the embargo to be 
lifted 

‘This wodc can be done 
quite quickly with full Iraqi 
cooperation. It will end when it 
ends," said Mr. Butler, whose 
visit winds up on Wednesday. 


U.S. forces in Gulf ready 
to strike if necessary 


ABOARD THE USS NIMITZ (AFP) — U.S. forces are 
ready to strike with force against Iraq if the U.N. 
Security Council fails to defuse a simmering row with 
Baghdad over arms inspections, a senior U.S. naval 
commander warned Tuesday. 

“We are here, we are ready and we have great striking 
power. Rear Admiral John Nathman told journalists 
aboard the USS Nimitz aircraft carrier in the Gulf. 

“The U.N. Security Council is trying to resolve the cri- 
sis peacefully but needs the leverage of the military 
option and that's what we are doing here," said Mr. 
Nathman, commander of one of two American naval 
task forces in the Gulf. 

“We are within striking range of southern Iraq and we 
have tremendous capability," he added. 

The Nimitz and its escort ships are one of two U.S. 
task forces that have been criss-crossing the northern 
Gulf since November. The other battle group is led by 
the aircraft carrier USS George Washington. 

The Nimitz carries 100 aircraft which make around 
100 sorties a day to enforce the “no-fly zone” imposed 
on southern Iraq in the aftermath of the 1991 Gulf war. 


Khatami adopts more hostile tone against U.S. 


Kach threatens Christian envoys to Hebron 


HEBRON (AFP) — Far-right 
Jewish militants have made 
death threats against Christian 
American activists monitoring 
tensions in the divided West 
Bank city of Hebron, the 
Christian group said Tuesday. 

The threats were faxed or sent 
by electronic mail to members 
of the Christian Peacemaker 
Team present in Hebron since 
June 1995 as part of a “violence 
reduction” mission by a group 
of U-S. Protestant congrega- 
tions. members of tte team 
said 

The threats were signed by 


tte outlawed anti- Arab move- 
ment Kach and were sent to the 
U.S. homes and offices of 
members of the Christian team. 
Kach was outlawed in 1994 
after one of its supporters killed 
29 Palestinian worshippers in a 
Hebron mosque. 

In tte messages. Kach said 
three members of the Christian 
team in Hebron “help and assist 
Arab terrorists" who have car- 
ried out fire-bomb and pipe- 
bomb attacks against the Jewish 
sealer enclave in Hebron. 

“Fbr their safety, the above- 
mentioned terrorists are advised 


to depan from the land of Israel 
for their own countries in the 
next 96 hours," said the mes- 
sage. which was sent on 
Sunday, the Christian group 
said in a statement 
The message said that if the 
three foreigners did not leave 
Israel by Wednesday, ‘their 
lives will be in jeopardy.” 

The Christian Peacemaker 
Teams is an initiative of 
Mennonite and Quaker congre- 
gations which have dispatched 
what are described as “violence 
reduction missions” to trou- 
blespots around the world. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian President 
Mohammad Khatami attacked the United 
States Monday in a strident speech com- 
pletely at odds with the soft tone he used 
in a television interview with the U.S.- 
based television network CNN earlier this 
month. 

“Our revolution delivered us from the 
domination of this master and we no 
longer succumb," he said in a speech at 
the mausoleum of the late Iranian leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

“We have seen the most harm from tte 
United States before and after tte revolu- 
tion,” he said. 

“Even today American statesmen treat 
us like a master. Their arrogant spirit has 
caused us a lot of trouble. 

“Because it is a superpower, it allows 
itself to behave as it likes. It wants to 
impose its will on tte world. 

“American leaders are out of step with 
the time. This is not a world that can tol- 
erate a master-servant relationship. 

“We do not need for America to get 
along with us and help us.” 

Mr. Khatami's toughened tone followed 
a speech by Iran's supreme leader. 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, last Friday in 
which he threw cold water on speculation 
of a rapprochement with the United 
States raised by tte president’s “address 
to tte American people" broadcast on 


CNN on Jan. 8. 

“Negotiations and relations with tte 
bully American government are useless 
for us," Ayatollah Khamenei said. Tt is 
even harmful for Iran and the internation- 
al Islamic movement," he said in a speech 
that was widely seen as a warning that he 
would not countenance any change in his 
anti-U.S. line 18 years after U^.-Iranian 
ties were cut 

Mr. Khatami took up the theme in his 
speech Monday insisting that Iran had 
developed its own resources and its own 
set of principles during the 1979 revolu- 
tion and the 1980-88 war with Iraq. 

“We will not give up our principles and 
values from the revolution and will not 
sacrifice our national interest for political 
gain.” he said. * 

He said Washington's policy of ‘force" 
was completely at odds with Tehran’s 
policy of seeking relations “based on 
mutual respect” 

“Iran’s policy is to remove tension with 
other countries and to seek better relations 
based on mutual respect 

‘Those who have based their relations 
with others on force, even if they increase 
tteir pressures and multiply their sanc- 
tions, we will not give up our dignity.” 

Ml Khatami recalled that International 
Quds (Jerusalem) Day. the day the Iranian 
government traditionally marks its soli- 


darity with the Palestinians, was due to be 
held on Friday and insisted this year’s 
celebrations would show that the legacy 
of the 1979 revolution was still alive in 
Iran. 

“A pillar of our religion is to defend the 
oppressed, and which nation on earth is 
more oppressed than tte people of 
Palestine are by the racist Zionist 
regime?' he asked 

Mr. Khatami condemned the U.S. gov- 
ernment for “supporting this racist and 
bullying regime which is the centre of 
state terrorism." • 

His tone contrasted sharply with his 
CNN address when he had said that 
Iranians harboured no ill will towards tte 
American people and had voiced “regret” 
dial die taking of American hostages in 
1979 “hurt the feelings of the 'great 
American people." 

“Nothing should prevent dialogue and 
understanding between our two nations,” 
he had said in the address, the first by an 
Iranian leader to the people of tte United 
States since the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

The address had raised hope that Ml 
htetaml a relative moderate who took 
office in August after a surprise landslide 
election victory in May, might overcome 
opposition from Islamic hardliners in the 
government and lay the foundations for a 
slow opening to the United States 




New Bond Brosnaa 
casts Connery barb 


HONG KONG (AFP) _ 

Pierce Brosnan, 

James Bond incarnation, 
took a swipe at predecessor 
Sean Connery’s reported 
desire to make another of 
the wildly successful films. 
“Maybe he needs the 
work... [or] maybe he’s jusr 
all kind of teed off,” 
Brosnan told a news con- 
ference here, adding it was 
“highly unlikely” screen 
veteran Connery would 
return to the coveted role. 
Co-star Michelle YeoL 
flanking Brosnan at fee 
press conference, said she 
would like to break wife 
the tradition of 007’s lead- 
ing women and feature in 
another of the films. T’m 
trying to convince the pro- 
ducers,” she added. 


Travolta tops 
bill at Diana ball 
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But to set a six-month dead- 
line, as Ml Hussein threat- 
ened, would show “a degree of 
arbitrariness that makes no 
practical sense." he said. 

As Mr. Aziz and Ml Butler 
conferred Tuesday, thousands 
of Iraqi men and women 
pledged to volunteer to defend 
Iraq in case of U.S. military 
attack, at a demonstration that 
blasted UN. arms inspectors 
as “agents of America.” 

“"We are ready to sacrifice 
ourselves for our leader 
Saddam Hussein,” chanted the 
crowd estimated at 5,000 peo- 
ple. raising their fists in the air. 
“We will chop off any hand 
which tries to touch Iraq." The 
protest was the latest in a series 
of rallies since Iraq marked tte 
seventh anniversary on 
Saturday of the start of tte 
Gulf war over Kuwait 


LONDON (AFP) — 
American film star John 
Travolta and tds actress 
wife Kelly Preston have 
been invited to fee 

“Princess Ball ” an event in 
aid of the charity fund 
commemorating the late 
Diana, Princess of Wales. 
Profits from the minimum 
$8 00- a -head ball in 
Beverly Hills will be split 
between the Diana Fund 
and a Californian AIDS 
charity, the Evening 

Standard newspaper said 
The ball and an accompa- 
nying charity auction, will 
be held Mar. 21 — two 
days before the Oscar cere- 
monies. Diana once (lanced 
with Travolta during a visit 
to the United States wife 
her then-husband Prince 
Charles. 
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Spice Girls 
setting up ‘Girl 
Power Towers* 


LONDON (AFP) - 
British pop sensations fee 
Spice Girls are taking girl 
power to the limit and 
becoming tbeit own boss- 
es. After two months of try- 
ing to find a replacement 
for manager Simon Fuller, 
they’ve decided they don’t 
actually need one. “They 
already have a lawyer, a PR 
and a personal assistant,” 
one of their aides told fee 
Sun. “The workload has 
been taken off their shoul- 
ders and all they have- to 
worry about is die deci- 
sion-making.” Instead, the 
five-girl group are setting 
up their own base in 
London which they have 
imaginativejy dubbed “Girl 
Power Towers." 
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Tiger Woods 

tees off with i 

Philippine president t 


CLARK (AFP) — Golf 
star Tiger Woods taught 
Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos a few golf tips 
before teeing off with local 
talent to win an 18-hole 
exhibition match. “He was 
a very charming and capa- 
ble player," Ramos said of 
the 22-year old American, 
who shot to international 
fame with a precocious tal- 
ent that saw' him win the 
U.S. Masters in 1997. 
Ramos, a self-proclaimed 
golf buff, said that he had 
invited the young star “to 
keep [him] coming back to 
the Philippines.” 



Old corned beef 
gets rich price 
at British auction 
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LONDON (AFP) — Two 

cans of corned beef from 
World War II were sold at 
auction in Britain for $45. 
"They must be the most 
expensive tins of corned 
beef in the world," said 
appraiser Carl Willows, 
who insisted that the con- 
tents were still edible. 
Canned in 1940, when it 
cost a shilling, the corned 
beef was part of a collec- 
tion of old merchandise 
that was sold off at Diss. in 
eastern England. 
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